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DePue: Today, is Tuesday, J aRue Biregtor&Oral 2018. I
Hi story with the Abraham Lincoln Presi
first session with Tom Lamont, Mr. Secretary | believe, the former secretary
of the Army, assistant secretary of the Army for Manpower and Reserve

Affairs...
Lamont: Correct.
DePue: For President Barack Obama.
Lamont: Yes.
DePue: Thatdéds why | have the opportunity to t

but as | mentioned to you in our preerview, we always like to get plenty of
background. In your casthere are all kinds of interesting topics to discuss

about Tl linois politics, and | 1ike to
with the basics, when and where you were born.

Lamont: | was born in Jacksonville, lllinois, living in Virginia, IHbis, right nearby, in
1947.
DePue: March of fortyseven?

Lamont: March 8, 1947.

DePue: Tel |l me about your parents; | etds star
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Lamont: My father, by the name of Edward Lamont, and my mother, Margery Lamont,
both were from Franklin Countillinois, Benton and West Frankfort,
respectively. My fathér being the youngest of eightand my mother eloped
at the age of eighteen. Then my father attended college at the University of
lllinois as an agriculture major, graduated, returned. Actuallyesgie went
straight to Virginia, 'l Tinois. I dono
but he became a school teacher until he went into the service during World
War Il and was released from service. He was a noncommissioned officer in
theservice,aa dr aft ee, i n aArmoced [Divison]lfHat t on & s
got a chance to see a little bit of Europe, came back irl8i& and was
released from service. [He] resumed a teaching career.

| had an older brother, born in 1942, by the name of Jim orslame
Then | was born in 1947, and we lived in Virginia until | was five years old.
Later [we] moved [to] a couple of different places, including back to Franklin
County and then returned to Virginia, lllinois when | was in the eighth grade. |
graduated higlschool there.

DePue: Did you dad grow up on a farm?

Lamont: My dad did not grow up a farm, but in southern lIllinois everybody worked on
a farm. My mother did, in fact, grow up on a farm. Even though my
grandfather was a country school teacher, he livedoamed a farm in
Benton, lllinois and farmed all his life.

DePue: How would you describe your dad, personalitge?

Lamont: Rather quiet and reserved, very typical, | think, growing up in a modest
household in southern IIlinois, I dond
el se of that il k. Hi s father died at a
fifteen but [my grandfathefjad been a physician in the town of West
Frankfort. Beyond that myéeé

| had numerous uncles on both sides of the family who were farmers,
farmers and coal miners. | know my father spent a fair amount of time
working on the farms, because he talked abottetalways was drawn to the
agriculture business, to such time he even had an opportunity to purchase
about eighty acres of land in southern lllinois and farmed it with an uncle of
mine, his brother.

DePue: Did your dad talk much about his war time exprdes?

Lamont: No, my father seldom talked about it, unless he got direct questions from me.
Typically his conversations dealt with something funny or unique that he
laughed about, whether stumbling on a vineyard and a wine cellar, which they
felt the needo supply the tank and their tank company, on a daily basis, until
they were about sevenfive miles away, and they stopped sending a jeep
back to replenish their supplies. He talked about some of the discomforts of
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war, being in the Battle of the Bulgeea in a tough winter of 1944 and
sleeping in the snow because they thought the tank was way too cold, things
of that nature, what soldiers typically gripe and complain about (laughs).

It sounds like he was a tank crewman.
He was a tank creman.

And it sounds liké to use a phrase that was used in the civibwze did see
the elephant; he saw combat.

He saw combat but | think at a later time, | think in the winding down stage.

Ot her than that | donktyknbwdadwbébl pot
found some of his service records, that he received a bronze star, which | think

was relatively common, but | saw where he and his tank command were given

credit for the capture of a number of German soldiers. Now, he wouléstugg

they were surrendering |l eft and right,
lot of prisoners. But certainly, at some point in time, he obviously turned some

in.

You mentioned at the beginning of this that your parents eloped at a pretty
young age.

Yes, they did.
Did the families reconcile themselves with that after a while?

The whole story is, my father borrowe
and they ran off to Kentucky, not being that far away from Kentulkyoss

the border in Kentucky [they] were married and came home and lived apart.

They didnoét tell anybody. oBedenat daghb
knowd my mot her 6s mot her found the marri e
come to Jesus discuas, | think. My dad was out of school, out of high

school by then, was already getting ready for college at the University of

lllinois. So my grandmother suggested it was time they start acting like

husband and wife. And they did.
Tell me a littlebit more about your mom. What was her maiden name?

Her name Margery Alice Kern, Margery with seg-y, oldest of five, grew up
typically on a farm. At one time, my grandfather had been a principal of a
school in town in West Frankfort, lllinoisubmost of his life they lived on
farms, and he taught and was a principal of a country school until the mid
sixties, when that school closed.

She worked while my dad attended school. [She] worked off and on
throughout her life but followed a more tradial path in the fifties and
sixties, where she stayed home while the kids were home and worked part
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time as opportunity allowed. Then, when | left the household, being the last

child to leave, she worked ftiime. As | recall, primarily in the Secretany
Statebés office in Springfield, wuntil s
know.

You said your brother was born in foittyo?

My brother was borninforty wo; heds five years ol der
college at Southern lllinoigniversity and then went to dental school at

Washington University in St. Louis and went into the service in 1967, after he
graduated from dental school. [He was] sent to Vietnam, spent his year and
extended a couple of months so he could get an R&R, banteand finished

out his military career obligation at the induction center in St. Louis, where he

then located his dental practice.

[He] retired about a year ago from his practice, which was in Clayton,
Missouri, a suburb of St. Louis. He livedinanpadi ni ng communi ty
of a sudden, | 6m drawing a blankéCl ayt
still remains to this day in the adjoining community of Ladue, Missouri.

Going back to your mom, when your dad
worried about him, like everybody else was at the time, did she live with her
parents; did she

She |ived with her parents, to the ext
most of the time, yes.

How would you describe her personality?

She was all mother. She was the dominate personality, probably, in my life.
My dad was more the disciplinarian, as necessary, and mom was the good
mother who kept an eye on all of us and [was] always very encouraging,
attended sports. | had a typicaligi, sixties family, growing up.

You were right at the beginning of the baby boom generation.
Correct.

Tell me a little bit about what it was like growing up in the fifties and early
sixties.

I dondt r ec alfiftiesaWewdrtainlyaveré ot of anyf meansg, e

but you mighté Even then, I-classiori nk y ou 0
lower middleclass, in terms of our financial situation. We did hawar. | do

remember a big time in 1957, my dad got a new car. Whatpretty exciting

for us all.
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We were in southern lllinois at that time; that would be my ages of ten,
eleven, twelve, typically, around that time. You know, we all had our own
little part time jobs. We all did whatever kids do then, although we pretey
loose, ride our bikes, play a little Little Leagtid/e grew up where people,
you knowé | -twoafleéd iewad neverratigsoewh er e 1 6d go
getthetwentyt wos out , put them across our bi
ride out, either to theotal dump and try to shoot rats (both laugh) or we
would go hunting on our own. We did a lot of hunting, a lot fishing, a lot of
typical outdoor activities that somebody in southern lllinois might do.

| hear stori es s o0 meusdenarly s the mowiead, and we | e
nobody worried about wus, but everybody

And thatods pretty much the case with n
home at dinner time, unless you heard
l unch.l®ayWal pvery game you could think
never had enough to play a full game of baseball, so you could only play half

way. There only might be a right fielder, so you could only hit to the right

field or vice versa, something like th&¥e made up our games as we went

along.

As you might think, [we] did a lot bicycle riding, lot of outdoor

basketball at somebodyds hoop above so
planned activities, although | was on a Little League team for a couple of

yearsl di dnét particularly care for it,

But | did play sports in school. Other

anything different than a typical childhood.

Were you a €ardinalsé fan?
Absolutely.

Did you get a chance to listen to the games?

| did. In fact, | listened to games every chance | could. The first game |

recald | have a scorecard somewh&rmy dad took us down to a game in

ol d Busch Stadium, wherne ointl ywatsi écVee thsa d
all | remember, because he finally let me sit down, with my feet dangling over

a rail somewhere. Otherwise, you got to go to a game maybe once or twice a
year , if youdbre lucky; that was it. |t

I Little League Baseball and Softbéifficially, Little League Baseball Jris a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
based in South Williamsport, Pennsylvania, that organizes local youth baseball and softball leagues throughout
the United Sites and the rest of the worltttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_League Baseball

2The St. LouigCardinalsare an American professional baseball team based in St. Louis, Missouri. The
Cardinalscompete in Major League Baseball (MLB) asmamber club of the National League (NL) Central
Division. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_Cardinals)
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We dtiredlly bave a football professional team to cheer for at that
time. We never heard of the Chicago Bears, or St. Louis did not have a team

at the time?
DePue: Were you too far south to be routing for the Bears then?
Lamont: Yeah. We never had a Chicagadio station. Your radio stations were always

St. Louis oriented or I68cAMwasthe kidsh as t
top forty station, and KMOX [1120 AM],
station. Only later, when | went off to college, did | get idtroed to the

Bears.
DePue: Where did you go to high school?
Lamont: | went to high school in Virginia, lllinois, class of sixtiye. There were

forty-nine of us in my class.

DePue: Which means, if you want to do a little extracurriculars, you get acehian
do a little bit of everything?

Lamont: | played football, and | played basketball.
DePue: They had a football team?
Lamont: Oh, yeah. Yes, we had a football team (DePue laughs). We never lost a game.

After my first game of my sophomore year, wetitone game. We never lost
another game while | was there. | was a Little 3ihte Honorable Mention,

| 611 hav® you know.
DePue: What was the position?
Lamont: | was a tackle.
DePue: How big were you at the time?
Lamont: | was about 195 pounds.
DePue You never lost a game?
Lamont: No.
DePue: Did they have the same classes, divisions, as we do now?

3 TheChicago Bearare a professional American football team based in Chicago, lllinois. The Bears compete
in the National Football League (NFa} a membetlub of the league's National Football Conference (NFC)
North Division. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Bears

4 Each team sport that conducts a conference schedule selects a first, sechndpeaizle mention all

conference teanthttps://static.gomacsports.com/custompages/FactBook€/@iference%20Recognition.pdf
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No, but we were in a conference. | think we tied one game, and we got a fair
amount of publicity, primarily out of the Jacksonville papers, ditti@ bit

out of Springfield, but that was it. We had a good team. Most of us all started
playing when we were sophomores, starting. So we able to have the team
together for all three years and had some pretty good athletes on that team.

You said ypu got some recognition as playing football?
Well, Little All-State Honorable Mention.
Little All State?

| think they, at that time, had two divisions of big schools and little schools,
however that was defined, | assumepopulation or class size. Yes.

From what youbve told me, Virginia

No, there was no state championships in those days.

WO n

Were you disappointed that you didnodt

redly good schools?

Didnét know any better. You played o]
going on then were basketball state championships. They did not have football
championships. Now | believe | understand there were Chicago Catholic

Leaguead Chicago Public League champions
beyond that.

Thatodos interesting. What were your av
Hi story. Thatés about it (both | augh),
You mentioned yotad the typical jobs of the time.

Cut grass, but as got ol der, when | wa

kid. I was always much bigger than anybody else, until about sixteen years
old. I was a head taller and twenty pounds heavier. In[falagn] | went into

high school, | remember exactly what my physical was. | wasténea 197
pounds, and | graduated at six foot, 190 pounds. So | trimmed up a little and
grew a little taller.

We did the typical small agricultural town things. As you g@der,
your job opportunities were typically on farms. So we did everything from cut
corn out of beans, which was popular at the time. For two years | was on a
summer baling crew, where we bailed hay, and we put up hay , at two cents a
bale, if you went bth ways, meaning you loaded them on a truck, and you
took them off the truck and put them in the barn or wherever. If you only went
one way, you got a penny a bale. We thought that was the greatest thing that
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had ever happened to us, because we might Btake $9 one day. That kept
us in pizza and beer moneyé | mean cok
pretty straight kids, didnét do al coho

| would think the baling hay job was a great way to get ready for the fall
football season.

Yes. Yes, that how we trimmed and toughened up and any other odd jobs on
farms. By that time, my dad was no longer a teacher. My dad left teaching by
the time | was eight or nine years old. He was always in the ag business.

So you didndét have to him as an instru

No, no, no. When we went back to Virginia, we bought the little hardware

store on the town square. It was a county seat with a square and a courthouse

in the middle. He and my mother and me, when lco@dt get out of i
worked in that hardware store, all through high school.

Come home from school and go to work or mainly in the summertime?

| al ways had some type of sportdés prac
was to avoid having toagup to that darn hardware store (DePue laughs) but, |
worked there on Saturdays.

You mentioned your mom always made the games. Was your dad able to get
to the games too?

Dad always made my high school games. He never made any gamed that, if

was oné | was on an eighth grade team,
t hat . But those were uswually right aft
something, and dad worked. In fact, nobody came to those games. My mom

was probably doing odd jobsé working at the time as well. But in high

school, oh no, they were typical [ of a
games.

You mentioned that you liked history in high school.

| did.

The most important historic event at the timeew you were in high school

would be John F. Kennedyds assassinat.
It was.

What do you remember about that day?

| remember being in my history class and the principal knocking on the door.
[He] walked in and announced to the tearcivhat had happened, and she
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started crying. Web6re going, whatodos go
Kennedy had been shot I dondét know th
She was quite a historian and was a little bit of influence on my life.
Her brother was involved in the political life and worked with Adlai
Stevenson, the son, Adlai Stevenson, who ended up becoming a U. S. Senator
and [her brother] followed him to Waskton. He was a key member of
Stevensonds staff. So, my history teac
as well.
Her other claim to fan@ she was unmarried, had never been
married she was the head of the Cass County Genealogical Society. Every
junior in high school had her history class, and we all had to do our
genealogies, which | did with the help of my grandparents at the time, which
sparked a bit of an interest to me, wh
As an aside, many years later, knowingvrtbat the Lamonts or
Lamandb |l 6 m not sure how i Dorgingedionounced i
Scotland. We have our own clan, Clan Lamant or Clan Lamont. My first trip
to Europe my wife and | took, we went
in Edinburgh, Scoéind, tracking down some of my genealogy, and | ran into
my high school hi story teacher. | had

high school. This was at least through seven years of college and a couple of
years of working before | could go to European into her at Edinburgh,
Scotland.

Talk about a small world.

Yes.

Did she remember you?

Absolutely!

Because you were just a memorable character growing up in high school?

|l hadé | vi si tiéldisittdener shortly afteatmatbot r ec al |
somewhat before. | think it was shortly after that because, once | saw her, |
visited her at her home. Of course, she was retired by then.

Did your family talk politics around the dinner table, anything thet?
Not really.

Do you know where your parents were on the political spectrum?
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Yes. | would say my father was a Democrat. My mother was not anything in
particular, but | know her parentso ba
seldomever heard any real discussion around the dinner table.

What did you want to do with your life when you were in high school?

| dondédt know. (DePue | aughs) | didnot
ti me, | 6d say,bd@ Weldhemibama Ilgod mgi neer 0.
with that, | have no idea.

You said you liked history.

Right.

épretty much nothing el se. Did you do

| did okay. | did well in high school, pretty mualegardless of course, but

those werendot my favorites. My history
geneal ogy, took me aside one day and s
that 6s what you are inclinedé | t hink,
interest, Ith k | woul d strongly encourage you

We better get her name down; what was her name?
Name was Marjory Taylor,-&Yy-I-o-r. That was a Marjory with a j.

What did she see in young Tom Lamont to make hakttiat you could be a
lawyer?

No idea, unless we had side bar conversations on politics or something. |
dondt really recall

Did you talk up in class occasionally, ask a lot of questions?
| was never shy.
Argue some issuesith other students?

No. She taught a civics c¢class too, whi
poly science, political science. Maybe she detected some interest there.

Anyway, when | graduated then from high school and had to declare a major

in college, | declared p#aw, which of course, the school | was attendamd

| attended lllinois State University for lots of different reasons, none of which

was academioriented They had no préaw, as such.

So I went to a counselor, and he sa
says you would be wise to take a lot of history and political science courses.
So why dondédt you become a comprehensiwv

10
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you didndét have duptheosekindofcoarses. ysaidi doubl e
AHey, okay. Thatos what my counsel or t
gotten a scholarship, a teaching scholarship, | had to take some teacher ed

courses. The scholarship paid for my tuition and my books.

Kind ofback ng up, |l graduated in 1965. \
[the] Vietham War. It was very evident then that my classm#tese who
di dndét g,weré goingtabe traftgdeand those who went to college
were going be drafted right after college. Singefather and my grandfather
had been teachers, | thought it might be something to fall back on, if | never
made it to law school before | was drafted and elected never to go back to law

school . So, I didndédt mind taking a tea
DePue: Why lllinois State?
Lamont: | was always going to go to the University of lllinois, where my father had

gone and the only other sports team outside of the St. Louis Cardinals who |

foll owed was either the | ocadhookoc hool s,

lllinois, the University of lllinois, and their sports programs. | was always
going to lllinois, until I met a girl. The girl went to lllinois State, and she

was..
DePue: A lot of stories goes this way.
Lamont: She was older than I. She was aryezead of me, but in a small town high

school you could get away with dating a girl in the class above you.

DePue: Was she in the same school?

Lamont: Yes. So | followed her to Illinois State.

DePue: What was her name?

Lamont: Her name was Becky Calhoud;aI-h-o-u-n.

DePue: Now, I dondt want to jump ahead too f a

your story later on?

Lamont: Not really. Becky transfers (both laugh) after a year.

DePue: And you didnét ?

Lamont: And | didnoét.

DePue: So you got a scholarshp . | assume they didnét pay

11
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No, paid no housing or anything like that. Tuition at that time was reasonably
minimal; | want to $600, $700 or $800, literally. And books might $35 or $40.
But, relatively, that was money.

| dondot think IIlinois State had ROTC
program, so that wasnodét a factor.

No, they did not.
Did you join a fraternity while you were there?

They did not allow fraternities at the time, but they haags, cooperatives,

which was our excuse for a fraternity.
organization. After living in a dorm my freshman year, | joined a coop of

sixteen or seventeen other boys and with one graduate student. It was a small
house off camp [I] stayed there through the rest of my college, although we

moved to a bigger house at one time.

We all got together, and some of the folks in ouopetheir fathers
were able to raise some money, and we bought a much larger house and ended
up withlike twenty-eight, twentynine guys in there. But somehow,
somebodybés father was a | awyer, and th
owned the house.

Calling it a ceop makes it sound like it was somewhat sanctioned by the
university?

There vas several of them. It was, in essence, a fraternity system without
national recognition. Something was in some land charter at ISU that [was]
written up and prohibited fraternities and sororities. We, then, sued them,
threatened to sue them, my seniorryea

As | recall, we had a friendly | awy
canot tell wus that we canodt organize W
course, being the college administratipat a study groupogether knowing
t hey coul dnot andstaledtt forea yehabutthentopened the
door, as | 6&m on my way out graduating.

That spring, we then talked to any number of national fraternal
organizations to see if they were interested in us. Several of the more
prominent and well known fratetnii es wer e not because we
school did not have a history of fraternities, and many of them did not want to
be the first, | guess, for whatever reason.

The school, being located in Bloomingtbiormal, lllinois, we talked
to some of our friends at Illinois Wesleyan. lllinois Wesleyan University is a
Bloomington school, which had fraternities. There was a beautiful fraternity
house, Tau Kappa Epsilon, th&Hs. The TKES, being at that time, | think,

12
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the largest or second largest fraternity in the country in number of chapters,
originated in Bloomington, lllinois. The TKE symbol and giback when
fraternities when had pidswas a TKE triangle. That trianglerapolized the
first three chapters of the TKE organization, which was lllinois Wesleyan,

University of TI1llinois, andéWhatds the
DePue: Millikin?
Lamont: Millikin University. Thatodés the TKE tr
know,5@ chapters or 800. I dondot know, h

them, we eventually became the TKE Fraternity. | had graduated. That
happened the summer of my graduation. | came back that fall to be sworn
ind even though | was in law school at the time atuheversity of Illinoisd

into the TKE Fraternity. But | never had much to do with them after that. And
they, of course, were eventually kicked off campus (both laugh).

DePue: For misbehaving?

Lamont: A little bit of it. |  dsorhod ltecamenagoek wh at
house, shall | say.

DePue: Maybe they were too influenced Byimal Househat came out a few years
|l ater, afXer youodd | eft?

Lamont: | think Animal Housenay have grown out of é(both |

Delta House of ISU at onentee, yes.

DePue: But certainly they were well behaved while you were there?

Lamont: Absolutely.

DePue: Did you play sports?

Lamont: At ISU? | did not, | played the student sports.

DePue: Intramural sports.

Lamont: Intramurals. | did play freshman year foallb| had a good friend who
convinced me to go out for spring ball as a freshman, spring football. |
realized right away, it wasnét for me.
level, nor really the desire. But it was good exercise for me for @bout
weeks.

5 National Lampoon's Animal Housea 1978 American comedy filabout a misfit group of fraternity
members who challenge the authority of the dean of Faber Cdliegenered an estimated gross of more than
$142 million, making it the highest grossing comedy film of its time.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animal_Hou}e

13
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Did you continue to work in your dadds

| did during breaks. In the summer, though, we wanteeifuk jobs. He

di dndt dtimeskid waking imithere. So | either did my farm jobs or
eventualy was able to get hired at Anderson Clayton in Jacksonville, lllinois,
which made margarine, cooking oils and salad dressings. | was on the first
line to ever make soft butter, soft margarine, instead of sticks.

That was interesting (both laugh) becausk tme time the engineering
didndt wor k. It would come in cups
very wel | . 't coul dndét go through

[
woul dndét harden right; it would | oo

crushed, bent somehow because they were some cheap plastic.

There was a lot of shenanigans, as you might think, with lots of kids

t
f
Kk

my age. Youodd recycl e t hawallanair gar i ne
dr um. I f one was cr usfboarse, youralwysatded y o u 6 d

to hit the edge, so it would splatter on the kids behind it, since a lot of them
were just like me, college kids. | did that.

Actually, | did that at the end of my high school. | kind of fibbed the
first time | got the job andasd | was eighteen, but | was sort of only
seventeen. My brother was working there at the time, and his summer
vacations, [he] got me in. But then, when football season started, my team
picture and name showed up in the paper. The following Easter break, |

sought out the work, the week or two

had read the paper, but let me work anyway. We adjusted my work records by

then.
As scandals go, thatés a pretty mi

And in college | worked on theighway. | worked for DOT [Department of
Transportation]. | got a summer job working on the road constructions for the

h a
i

u

b

W

nor

State of IlIllinois. Those jobs werenot

anything about it. Yeah, | worked on the roads.

Did you takea lot of history, a lot of political science?
Yeah.

Were you happy with that choice?

Yes.

Did the whole notion of becoming a lawyer grow on you over those four
years?
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Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

I didndt wai vergoilngk ntehwe whheorlee It iwmes.
der

what | was doing. I didndt reconsi

a goal, and | was going there.

So, Mrs. Taylor knew what she was doing when she suggested that?

It obviously struck anerve of some type, and | was able to focus and go from

there.

Speaking of focusi nfiggtosixtgruné.r e t her e

Correct.
There was a lot going on in the United States in those years.
Yes.

Let me ask gu where were you at with the Civil Rights Movement, whether
or not you were paying attention to it, whether or not you had any personal
involvement or feelings about it?

| was not involved in any of it. [| was] a very traditional, downstate celleg
student at a pretty conservative school. A school at that time was either,

maybe 20, 25 percent Chicago oriented kids; the rest of the student population
was just like me, more or less central lllinois. We had modest demonstrations
at the time that | rexdl and discussions in class, although the war discussions

did not take place until later in my college years, maybe as a senior. To my

knowledge, there was modest drug situation. We were the typical, beer student

type. We just di dohtldatstuffet i nvol ved

The next questions is about Vietnam. It was really heating up by the time you

get to sixtyseven and especially sixgrght. Were your views on the Vietnam
War changing during that time or solidifying?

| had a brother therd the time. As | said, soon as he graduated from dental
school, he went right in. In fact
graduation. | visited him one Christmas vacation when he was stationed at
Fort Carson, Colorado in his first six, seveanths of just getting adjusted to
the military, going through the typical military schools you have to do and
then doing his advanced military training as a dentist. Then he was sent to
Vietnam. | followed him pretty closely.

As things heated up, partieuly in sixty-eight, my roommate in the
fraternity housd we had a bunk bed, and he was a year older thén me
several of us were very interested in what was going on in the war. | was
always, even growing up, very interested in playing soldier, Army, dll tha
So, | was really interested in what was going on.
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DePue:

Lamont:

Al so, prior to that ti me, Il want to
1966, meaning December 1966, [| was] home on Christmas vacation. One of
my best friends and classmates in high school, who habedoout of college
and gone into the Army, we found out o
We al | had, typical [ of ] freshman or s
Eve college party getting ready in our hometown, where we were all going to
get togethe It was all a matter of all talking about Terry and what had
happened and very sad occasion, for all of us. It was not a good thing for us.

Shortly after that, |l was asked to
never been to a funeral of any type. Se thas the first funeral | attended, as
a pall bearer, and | justé His death wa

recall the picture of us bringing the casket out of the church, walking down
the steps, appearing i néaperohent to say
Springfield paper. | have that clip somewhere.

| was always, from then on, pretty attuned to what was going on and
foll owed it closely, even though we we
discussions over beers and things like that witfraternity brothers. Going
up now, to sixtyeight, my one fraternity roommate, when we would have
dinner, we would grab our food and plates and take it in to see and watch the
news, to see what had happened during the war. That was common for us to
do that, instead of eating in our little dining room at the fraternity house.

To take that one step further, he graduated a year ahead of me. He had
a little different life than some of us. He was a president of our fraternity
house, and h e galtingooeralhility o purchasedoarownihouse
and was a philosophy major. We had many, many talks.

Il 611 tell you s o-opeyeassiwe acitualgfollowed o ur
the rules. That was no drinking (both laugh) in the fraternity house. But we
hada parking lot out behind the house, in the alley. We would sit in our cars
and have a cocktail every now and then, you know,deer all drank beéy
and |isten to music and solve the worl

Listen to rock and roll.

And talk about eents of the day, never with women, because back then

women had hours. You had to take the women home after your dates. They

had to be in their dorms by a certain amount of time. Then we would all

congregate back at the house in our cars in the backijrdyiakittle beer and
solving the worl ddés problems. | didnot
about my sophomore year in college.

Anyway, so time progresses. My roommate graduates a year ahead of
time, and he graduai®@d 6 m s ki ppi n ged amagaes off and,mfg s h e
course, is drafted. But he just happen
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

be my senior year. Hebés now been out s
getting orders for Vietnam. Hebds alrea
cane home to homecoming. This would hav
beenthefallofsixee i ght , yeah. He sai d, Al 6dm ge
I 61 | be going to Vietnam, o0 okay?

By now we no longer have hours, but we all take our dates home. He
had a gidriend that was still in school. We all took our dates home at regular
ti me, and we Goneoravénttwo Sowe canvgd anywhere
and drink. Wedve moved out of the ol d
so before this guy left.

Was he drinking age twentgne at the time?

Yes. But we buy a couple of six packs, and we went back to our ad.co
We didndét even go to the fraternity ho
where we used to sit three or four years previouslyat mow another

student housing. We didndét care. We di
co-op and sat in the parking lot as he told us he was going and had feared very
much that he wasndét coming back. He wa

Then he wakilled about six months later. So (voice breaking) it all had an
impact on us.

But up to this point, youdbve been care
views were about the war.

| was supportive because | thought we were doing the hgig.tWhat did |

know? Certainly | was going to be supportive with my brother over there. |

think we were all é Most of us were sup
progressed, and it looked like a neeading war, and more and more people
guestionedvhat was our end game here? What were we going to get out of

this? And was it worth losing the kids that we were losing to war? It was a

domi nate factor in everybodyds I|ife, i

But | was supportive, probably until sixgight, sixty-nine, when
things started toé Then | had some di s
might think, was very supportive of the war. | had some questions growing at
that time, particularly in the following years, seventy, sewemiy, seventy
two.

So you and your father got to live out whole discussion about the generation
gap?

Oh yeah. My brother was back by then, and he was not a strong believer in the
war after what he believed he observed
that the people were all that muchét he
as they should have been. He also felt that it was unwinnable, when he came

back. So the two of us had our discussions with my dad, at the time.
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DePue: Did you have discussions your history or political science classes about it?

Lamont: I recall very I|little of that, to tell
recall very much at all.

DePue: | always like to ask people about their memories of 1968. In-sewgn the
antrwar movement was really building up, the student protests on lot of other
campuses,; |l 6m sure youdre heaeghtng abou
starts with théJ).S.S. Pueblbeing captured.Then, right at the end of the
month is the Tet Offensive.

Lamont: We were all trying to figure out if we were going to join up right afterwards,
and some of us felt we should.

DePue: After hearing about the Tet Offensive?
Lamont: No, as we progress into the war. We we
Wewee t hinking itbés our patriotic duty

more as an adventure and something you should do, we did. And ,as | said, |
always grew playing soldier and things like that. | was inclined to do that. My
brother talked me out of.it

Il 611 tell you an interesting aside
to expand my horizons a little bit. The roommate | mentioned, who graduated
a year ahead of me in the summer of 1968, he and two other guys knock on
my door in Virginia, lllinoisone day in Julyé | dondt Kk
August of 1968. And another one of my housemates, who also had graduated
in 1968, they were on their way to California, where the parents of the one
gentleman had moved. Then my roommate,dittne one who wasater

kiledkd he was taking his vacation before t

California.

They stopped and said, could I <c¢come
can, but my mother thought that was a
mostofthes ummer , so it had to be | ate summ

® The USS Pueblpa Navy intelligence ship, and its 83 crewmen veangture by North Korean paltrboats off

the coast of North Korea on Jan. 23, 1968. Maintaining tha®tledlohad been in international waters, the

United States began a military buildup in the area and initiated negotiations, resulting in an agreement that
secured the release det82 surviving crewmen on Dec. 23, 1968. The agreement allowed the U.S. to publicly
disavow the confession the crew had signed. A naval inquiry into these confessions and the actions of Comdr.
Lloyd M. Bucher produced no apparent disciplinary act{bttps://www.britannica.com/event/PueHiaciden)

" TheTet Offensivewas one of the largest military campaigns of the Vietham War, launched against the forces

of the South Viethamese Army and the United States Armed Forces and their allies on Janua® 139, 196

forces of the Viet Cong and the Peoplebés Army of Viet
military and civilian command and control centers throughout South Vietnam. Tet is the name of the holiday,

the Vietnamese New Year, when the firsdjor attacks took place.

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tet_Offensiye
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roi t at that time because my mot her s

Ca fornia.o 1 6d never been on a plane
They took off on their great adventure, and them$ going to meet

them. And [by that] time | finished up my work and made all the plans. So |

did. But | had to take a bus or a train to Chicago to catch a plane. At the

airport thereé | can6t remember if we
any eveh |, | ended up at OO6Hare, just as t
going on.

|l 6m getting off the plane, and | se
of f pl anes, l'iterally. Il sai d, AThi s i

very much, but itvas interesting. So | fly to Sacramento. My mother gave me
$50. This is a big deakhe gave me $50, and | probably another $25 or $35. It

was al l Il had. Il wasndt going to spend
take cash. | think | had maybe $4Qimr avel er 6s checks, whi c
back then.

| flew to Sacramento, where this ot

and | met these guys. There was actually a fourth. So the four of us then took

off from Sacramento. We went down to San Francismfitst place. We are

kids right out of Leave itto Beavef Ever yoneds recruiting i
Ashbury to go to the convention in Chicato.

We never saw, really, lorlgaired people before, hardly. This is still
relatively new; | @dsorsttem.illtawes greappectorp | e wi
of the street signs, Haight Ashbury, as we drove through. They literally had
card tables set up for people to sign up and get on buses to go to Chicago. But
we were on the move, so we only stayed one night there. Wagastdered
down the coast for five or six days.

DePue: You remember the chant from the Democratic Convention?
Lamont: Oh, thereds probably several that were
DePue: The one that really sticks in my mind

8 Leave It to Beaveis an American television sitcom about an inquisitive and often naive boy, Beaver Cleaver,

and his adventures at home, school, and around his suburban neighborhood. The show attained iconic status in

the United States, with the Cleavers exemplifying tlealized suburban family of the mdth century.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leave_It to Beayer

% The HaightAshbury district is noted for its role as a center of the 1960s hippie movement. The earlier

bohemians of the beat movement had congregatehdrthis San Francisco North Beach neighborhood from

the I ate 1950s. The 1967 ASummer of Love, 0 the 1960s
counterculture have been synonymous with San Francisco and the-Bslidhiry neighborhood ever since.
(https:/fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/HaighAshbury)
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Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

Hell , no we wondét go.

Yeah. Thevh ol e wor |l dés watching.

Yes.

The whole worl dds watching, except you
Right. Wedre catching it only piece me
canodot afford hotels; most ofe the ti me

occasion we decided we had to have a s
the mattress off. Two people slept on the springs or slept on the mattress or on
the floor. Anyway, we wondered around
Something was going on; | neededy&t back, call home. Whatever it was, |

needed to get back. So | broke off with them. We gone down, actually down

and run into Mexico and came up to San Antonio, Texas after about six days,

| said, Al need to go back. o Okay, the

So | wentto a store and bought a big piece of white cardboard and a
magi ¢c mar ker and wrote AStudent to 111
something. They put me out on a freeway, some g highway, an exit
going right onto the highway, with a twguiter, hadback suitcas® which is
all you had back inthosed&y®and my sign, saying fAStud

whatever ; | dondt know. fASee yah | ater

I never hitchhiked a day in my |ife
haveany money to get back, or | wouldnodt
transportation of any type. | wait and

100 miles an hour. But | am right off the exit, so there a little bit slower before
they hit that.

A car finally pulls over, and it turned out to be a young boy, a young

teenager, seventeen, eighteen, ninetee
map, and | said, #AWell, | 6m going to t
have to go through Dallas to get to OklateoCity, and [from] Oklahoma
City, | 6m going to go into St. Loui s. 0
is about sixty miles away or wherever it was. Actually it may have been
l onger than that. fAYoudre welcome to r

| got in his car, and we took off. We had a nice conversation. All |

recal |l i's his parents were divorced, a
was going back or going to see his father in Waco, Texas. We end up going to
hishousef or what ev eru. nHe hsta yass, wie¥Y | come t

Went to his house, and dad gave us each a beer (DePue laughs). then he took
me out on the highway, where he thought would be a good place for me to get
picked up.
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DePue:

Lamont:

But i1itds getting dar k, longastory, dut k now
anywayé I n about an hour or so | get p
pulls over. This isndét working; | got
me, and I 6m |i ke, AMe?0 He said, fAYeah
stretcty thing, to hook my suitcase on the back. He gave me his helmet, and
away we went. He had told me, Al Om goi
traveling. |l didndédt want any stoppage,

We travel. We go througHhH Dalnldas, an
know, we rode for about an hour or so,
nowher e. By now, I tds midnight, 1: 00.
good. 06 He told me where heds going, an
Hmm. We pull offundean under pass, and he said,

bat hr oom. 0 Which laeidaks. Artl dé&nafrpm wWnder his seat, he

pulls out a bottle of whiskey, which was a fifth, with just about an inch and a

half left in it. le whole tarle (DeRue laughs), guy 6 s b
shared it with me (both laugh), and we took off again.

Finally got to the exit, where he w
and exits were four or five miles away from the town. He drops me on the
i nterstate;t htehreer.e 61s6é m otthhiinnkgi ng, i tds 1
all going to die, meaning me, right he

myself. | look up ahead, and | see some flashing red lights. | think, Hmm, |
think that must be a truck alongside of thad.

Twenty minutes | ater, |  wwhedter,. up t o
Thereds nobody there. | thought, Hmm,
going to abandon this truck here with the lights flashing. He must have had an
issue. | wait; aboutahaf hour | ater, another big t
driver. They get out, pay no attenti on
existence and proceed to work on that truck. Half hour later, the guy gets back
in his other truck takes off, and the drivetoh e t ruck 1 6 m with |
me; he said, AYou need a ride? | <can t
Al dm i n. O

What is it, like 2:00 in the morning by this time?

Yes. Yes and | canét stay angltand becaus
the night before, from whatever we were doing. By the way, in the meantime,

| 6d switched my sign from AStudent to
Mi dwest , 0 because nobody was picking u
wer e not esuppasedtybe doing, certainly not down in Texas. So |

flipped the other side; now | was a veteran to Midwest.

This guy talked all night long and decided | was okay because we kept
going. He took me all the way to Oklahoma, including buying me brdakifas
some truck stop. So that was great. Th
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

already in Oklahoma now, Oklahoma City, where he drops me and tells me a
good place to wait, again an entrance onto a highway.

It wasndét a half an alguybeadingteand | was
Chicago, with everything he owned in t
heading to Chicago. He coul d barely sp
Spanish, so he took me all the way to Springfield, lllinois. Three rides, one
was a motorcye. It was great.

Halleluiah.
[It] took me three more rides to get to Virginia (both laugh) from Springfield.

Did you get another meal or two in there, in between, with the guy who took
you to Springfield?

Ithinkagasstatin type of thing, where wedod st
remember giving the last driver, the Mexican, $3 or $4 for gas. That was it.

You guys are driving all through the night and into the next day, then?

Well, the truck driver took me all thrgh the night. We ended up in
Oklahoma the next morning sometime. That was my big adventure.

(laughing) And in the meantime
Never to hitch hike again in my life!
And meantime, Chicago is going crazy.

Ri ght, andanly diodneGat rheaavilel y what 6s going
of the news and donét have newspapers.
it at that time.

| want to back you up a little bit here. Earlier in 1968, April 4 is the day
Martin Luther King isassassinated. | would think people at lllinois State are
paying attention to that one.

What day was that?
April 4.

Okay. | do recall something, some of that. | want to say it was over Easter

break. | may be missing something. Buablanother summer job, which was

with the lllinois Correctional Department that, in New Salem, at that time,

they had a boysd juvenil eddhetheeyott i on c €
knew that or n@ where they kept about thirty, forty juveniles beforeyth
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

turned twentyone. There were some eightegrarolds in there. | worked
there one summer.

| want to say, | was working back there during Easter, and | want to

say, the assassination took place then because most of the kids were black

from Chicago. Mcamp directoré We took care

did. We were the maintenance people, the garbage collectors and all that. |
out

would take a team of five or six
be in charge of whatever my five or six kids wérkeese were Black Stone

Rangers, gang members; these were some tough kids. Either my memory is

bad, and maybe I 6m confusing it |
sure it was Martin Luther King, because | remember the camp dideatoo

was also bladk got everybody together to talk to us, talk to them about what

had taken place. Again, | may be confusing it with the Bobby Kennedy
assassination,®but | donodot think

That was June 6, so that would be in the summer.
|l dondot r.ecall, frankly

Of course, right after the assassination, a lot of cities across the country
exploded in violence

Oh yeah.
éespecially in Chicago.

All right. | remember [riots in] Detroit; | remember [riots in] Chicago, and |
remembet he Nati onal Guard being call
specific memories of it, quite frankly.

ater

S 0.

ed

You probably werendét of voting age

was twentyone.

| may have just turned twentne. | thinkthat was the first time. | turned
twenty-one in 1968, March of 1968. So | would have voted that fall.

Who were you supporting for president?

It would have been [Vice President] Lyndon Johnson [Democrat], | assume.

100n June 5, 1968, presidential candidatbertF. Kennedywas mortally wounded shortly aftenidnight at a
hotel in Los Angeles. Earlier that evening, they#arold junior senator from New York was decldrine
winner in the South Dakota and California presidential primaries in the 1968 election.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of Robert F. Kennedy)

23

of

(O



Thomas Lamont VRT-A-L-2018004.05

DePue: Until Lyndon Johnsonin March, bowed out of the race and surprised
everybody, which is why there was such a contested Democratic primary that
year.

Lamont: Was it Humphrey?

DePue: Humphrey was the one who emerged out of that chaotic Democratic
Convention.

Lamont: Then | woud have supported Humphrey.

DePue: Not Nixon?

Lamont: No.

DePue: How would you describe your politics at that time?

Lamont: Student | iberal. Thatds probably going
Midwesterner, liberal in a conservative contextioluld say | was mostly a
conservative Democrat, if there is suc

it all in perspective.

DePue: Did you say you needed to stop around 3:00 today?
Lamont: | should stop sometime. | can go another fifteen, twenty t@ifl you want.
DePue: Letbébs get you into | aw school then.

Lamont: Alright.
DePue: That starts in sixtine.

Lamont: Yes, graduated in June of sixtyne. My draft status was 1A, within ten days,
had my physical within thirty days and ready to go, bwas$ admitted into
law school. I think we started before Labor Day. For whatever reason, the law
school had a little bit different schedule than the rest of the university at
University of lllinois.

DePue: Was the University of lllinois your first choice?

Lamont: Correct.

DePue: Any other choices?

Lamont: Youdre all owed to send your scores to

University of lowa Law School had come over to ISU and advertised and

1 Hubert HoraticHumphreyJr. was the Democratic Partyiemineein the 1968oresidentiaklection losing to
Republican nomineRichard Nixon.(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hubert_Humphiey
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wanted to see perspective law students. | met with them, hieeguty, so |

had my scores sent. But U of | was always my first choice. | sent my scores to
lowa; | sent my scores to Washington University. But | was an early admittee
to U of |, so | never needed to do anything; | never bothered to apply to the
others. ljust had my scores, LSAT [Law School Admission Test] scores, sent

to them.
DePue: How were you going to pay for law school?
Lamont: Struggle, whatever summer earnings | had. | worked in college as well. | had a

little parttime job in college.
DePue: Did you live on campus?

Lamont: No. | forget how ité An old fraternity
of me, was going to law school. | ended up rooming with him, and he had two
others that came in there. So four of us lived together in a little aparonen
freshman year in law school. One was a veterinary student; another guy was a
freshman law student like me, and my former fraternity brother was a second
year law student. So there were four of us in there.

DePue: If | remember correctly from owrarly conversation, one of these was the son
of the ROTC..
Lamont: No, not the first year. That was secon

As | said, there was four of us the first year. That was the year where they
changed how the draft was going ®imposed.

DePue: And the very first draft lottery was December 1, 1969.

Lamont: Correct. | think | may have told you in a previous conversation, there was
another student from Cass County, Beardstown, lllinois, in my law school
class. He and | were alwayalking because you get drafted through your
county draft board. What wedd both don
thirty days to appeal your draft classification. We all had been educated as to
how to do this to make sure you got into law school.

You wai twentynine days, and then you appeal, knowing your appeal
is going to denied. But by then, we would have started our class in law school.
Webd been told that, once you start an
to apply agai n; eadnited. Alewe wantedtorbe dbiecoa | | y r
do was see that we were automatically readmitted when we got out of the
Army. We all believed we were going straight to the Army in 19609.

DePue: Just for clarification for somwbody wh
change in the draft law, this was doing away with things like student
deferments.

25



Thomas Lamont VRT-A-L-2018004.05

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

Yes, certainly for grad students and people like that. So, prior to December

1¢ By then we had, both of wus, had our
eligible again. That came about, | want to say in f@idtober, by the time the
government got around to denying our appeal. So we called. He and | stood by

the phones together, we called the county draft board. They advised that he

was number one, and | was numlvect, and wedd get our no
December. Wedd go in January call. Il s
through one semester. o

Then came December 1. Many of wus di
going on until | i ke thestidentpaperand wo bef or
everybody is saying, fAHey, things are
going to have a draft |l ottery system.a
every night, wedbre in the | aw school I

at 800 at night, central time and televised. You could hear, about 7:45, all the
books start to close.

We all went to a little student rec room, where we had a TV, a student
|l ounge at the | aw school and watched,
the moaings and the screamings and/or the clapping, depending on whose
number came up. My number was 213, whi
meant, other than it probably it didn
probably prelonged me. Regardless of what younther was, 100 percent of
the people went to the bars immediately after that was over, people screaming,
crying, clapping, girlfriends hugging
And one was my other freshman roommate. He had like number nine or
somethingso he was gone. That broke up our apartment house. The vet
student went off with some of his vet students, and my freshman roommate
went off to the Army (laughs).

Then we all thought, What are we go
get drafted, but hey, dee have time to get in graduate school ROTC
program? Hello, yes we do. The other gentleman from Cass County and
myself, we went and joined graduate sc
do anything until that summer, then you go to active duty for two srmsim
You start with boot camp. He went Air Force ROTC; | went Army ROTC.
That was my introduction to the military.

So you went to boot camp?

| went to book camp at Fort Knox, Kentucky. Then came back from law

school. Now | have two law schbomommates, one of which whose father

was the colonel of ROTC at the University of Illinois. He was a lieutenant

whobébd already been through regul ar, un
to go to law school.
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DePue: When you went to boot camp, did the diritructors know your
circumstances, that you werenot really
Lamont: My entire cadre was ROTC students. It was a regular Boot Camp for ROTC

students, which made it a week or two shorter. My company was all ROTC.

DePue: Did they yell at you lessrdreat you worse?
Lamont: |l dondt know what relative standards w
woul d suggest they didnét yell any | es

had already been to Vietham and was wounded. So he had his own idea about
how the world worked. My company commander was a shaved head, twenty
eight, twentynine-yearold, thirty-yearold captain, who had been a military

brat all his life and had already had orders to return to Vietham. He was
practicing (laughs) being a compartgymmander during my whole ROTC

period.

He was to h. Hed6éd walk around and
Purge your r ks. 0 AWhat do you mean?ad
doing the right thingso kind of thing.
DI got into it. Never saw the DI again. Did not have a DI (laughs) with us the

| astéWe had a master sergeant who | i ve
WWII barracks at Fort Knox, but he was not our DI. But he kept things under
control.

By the sixth orseventh week, we had a pretty good idea of what was
going on and knew how to put the unifo
three steps, and you had to yell é What
thing was, yelling when you jumped out of a plane. Wetbaekll something,
ADeath from aboveo or something. And |
course, in the company area; you had to run the whole time. A lot of our

mar ching cadence was (singing), dAalédm g
kilaCharlieCoy, one, two three, 0 the usual Kk
DePue: The old standard Jody calls too, probaBly.
Lamont: |l had, in my platooné-oheinwngpldtoort, o say t h

something like that. There were eighteen Mormons (DePue laughs), including

my bunkmate was a Mormon. That was different, not knowing about

Mormons, but they could do some underneath uniform adjustments. They
certainly were notantva r . Many of them were ol der;

2 A Jody call or Jody is a traditionalilitary cadencer cadence calhndresponse work songung by
military personnel while running or marching.t ndrsedafter Jody, a recurring character, with whom a
serviceman's wife/girlfriend cheats, while he is deployetips://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_cadenge
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Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

their year or two in Mormon missions, not allofthem! dondét t hi nk
them. But otherwise it was pretty much standard boot camp

| was just thinking; you went to Fort Knox, home of the armor school, that
might have been where your dad ended up starting his military career.

lactuallythn k it was. The first night there,
am | going to do here? Here | am in th
degrees outside, no air conditioning. Our windows are propped open with butt

cans. By that, | mean cigarette bedihs. There were night firing exercises

going on all night 1|1 ong. Il 6m hearing n
remember the next day asking my DI, si
AWho won?0 AWhat are you t awakiTegg about
obviously a war going on |l ast night (6b
think that was funny.

|l i magine not. HeoOsealgam.tti ng you ready
Yes. AShut up and get in |ine.o
Then you go backto law schamlgai n, and i tdos a di ffere

and regimen you had to experience.

Yes. To complete this early military a
dondt swear in to the service until yo
campus, irthe fall of 1970, they had announced they would stop the draft at

195. They had also announéedt least we knew at the law schédhat

nobody was goingéVYou \WaedgeAlddategoi ng t o
Generalof fi cer, meaning youlmitawykwmért goi ng
position, because they were full of th
were told. And AO0Oh my God, we have to
pass the bar i f we go away for a coupl
time.

Solasked my roommateds fatbBewhpbébtdhe ¢
been an aid to Patton, by the Wags was the dean in law school. Both had
been Pattonds military aids. The dean
was about Patton. He was famous; he awadht became the president of the
university, great guy, super guy.

What was his name?

John Cribbet, great guy. [He] wrote the law books, did everything. Anyway, |

asked Col onel Curran, and he said, Al
swear i n. I f we go over draft number 1¢
wanted to go; in a way | di dnét . Il  wan

be an Army lawyer.
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Now I 6m thinking [of the] future. I
bar when | come back, because his son was going to the same thing. So he
understood it a little bit more than o

credit for that service, even though | got a great picture to my platoon; the A
17-5 right there, Alpha @mpany 17th Battalion, 5th Brigade. (DePue laughs)
But nothing on my service records are going to show it.

DePue: What was your law school experience like?

Lamont: Dull.

DePue: None of those instructors were like in the classic flhaper Chas@"

Lamont: There were a couple of them, yeah. My criminal law instructor had a similar

situation, as | recall from thH@aper ChaseWe were in the Socratic method,
particularly as freshman in classes of maybe 100. These were not small

cl asses of & Yman classed. ¥enh becagse thereaveré about
300 in our class. They doubled the size of the class, knowing that half of them
were not going to be there at the end of the year.

DePue: Because of the draft?

Lamont: The draft, yeah.

DePue: How many women in yar class?

Lamont: Very few, maybe five, six.

DePue: Any blacks?

Lamont: A few, not a lot, a few. But we had fair number of veterans. They were

different (both laugh) because they had all come right back from Vietnam.

DePue: They were in a different fran mind?

Lamont: They were in a different frame of mind, which led to lots of good discussions.
DePue: How so were they different?

Lamont: One, more mature; two, a | ot of ti mes

up with what might be seen as BS [bhlit], academic BS. They were of a
couple of different frames of mind. Many of them were married, and they
were serious, and they were going to screw the curve for the rest of us

13 An American film, The Paper Chaséased on John Jay Osborn Jr.'s 1971 novel by the sanee s the

story of a firstyear law student at Harvard Law School, his experiences with a brilliant and demanding contract
law professor, andis relationship with the professor's daughter.
(https://fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Paper_Chase_(film)
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Lamont:

(laughs) because they studied all the time. They were just more mature. Some
were just kind of going through the motions, but they were free spirits. But we
had some good discussions in class.

| remember my criminal law instructor, Charles Bowman, who had
writtenéhel ped write the Il Il inonbs crin
nonsense. One time, one gentleman was talking a little bit too loud in class,
and he kicked him out, AYou! 0 When Cha

because he might be calling on you. Th
(in aloud, commandingovi ce) @A Mr . Lamont, what hap,]
York?o0o AAh, ah, ah, ah.o I f you tried
going, if you hadnﬁ briefed that <case
never wanted to say, figs thes case.CAnddust y ou h a
likeinPaperChase you better not screw this up
you.

This kid was mumbling somet hing, he
cl ass! Dondét ever come back and tal k i
dime;goc al | your mother, and tell her vyou
not going to make it in this school . 0
horrible.od The kid graduated, by the w
now. But yeah, there a couple of those expess.
Sometimes it just
Dean Cribbet, @-i-b-b-et , was hi s name. Dean Cribb

criminal lawyer.
C-r-i-b...

b-e-t. Who eventually became chancellor of the U of |, not president,
chancellor of the Univeity of lllinois.

For this other young man that got booted, that was a nice attention grabber for
him, huh?

Yes. | had my own experience in law school that really bothered me or

reallyé | was scared to devestidedf | aw s
hard. We partied hard on weekends, but
in the | ibrary; we didndét do it in our
toé We were book bums. Your wusual fres
same: crim [crimmal] law, property law, procedure, criminal procedure, civil

procedur e, al | the usual I ntroductory

crib sheets. Wedd do everything that vy

Atthe end of my firstsemested dondét r emember, fir:
semesté&fl had a property | aw instructor b

never forget him. Nice enough guy, but | learned early on, most law

30



Thomas Lamont VRT-A-L-2018004.05

DePue:

Lamont:

professors areéteacrmetomilryg asl sase . mebmey a
to be forensic witnesses, write books, do other things. Teaching is a means to

an end. They might teach two or three classes, period, for the semester.

Sheldon Plager went on to be the dean of law school at the University of

Indiana.

Anyway, you only have one test in |
You dondét do anything in between. So vy
boy; itds make it or break it. It was

was taught by two mle, Dean Cribbet or Sheldon Plager. Dean Cribbett had
written the hornbook on lllinois property law. All of us got that, and that was

a side book. It was not assigned to you, but you read it anyway. | remember
the test. I t 6 s adulwritbbtengagésamcwhat shoukddn ar i o,
happen here and apply the law.

|l remember doing i1it, and | think 16
on, and | did okay, Bs. It wasndét | i ke
or B. In law school, yougotA,B,C,D,E They didndt have an
E. |l thought, Theredés that big a diffe

people.
And grades posted where everybody could see?

We usually got them on postcards. You left a postcard, or they werel ppyste
number . |l dondt really remember. Usual
them early, you put them on a postcard, because then you usually are going

away on a break after finals, sort of going home for the summer.

lgotd I s houl dnodtrewmrddy tglhoits af dr ithher ope

What? | knew that cour se! |l candt bel
on anything, ever! | am shocked. So | go in and see the professor. | make an

appointment. ASir, whatéo Hendet&mmy p
seeing where heds marked points off . |
back then you took a C, no probl em. | 6
three points for this here. o He said,

the citationoutof Dean Cr i bbett 6s hornbook. o0 He s

thatodos not the | aw; thatods an exceptio
exception down. o Wel |, I wasndt winnin
yourgr ade, 1061l 1l have ecvéaybgedyycgmiadeg. 01
thatds the way this is going to work,

That turned my whole law school situation around. | never tried nearly
as hard after that, except on certain courses. The whole thing is hokey,
because you go wo freshman year; you want to be the best; you want to be
on law review and get selected for high honors and all that stuff. After that, |
said, Al get; this is hokey. These guy
is making money elsewhere. Teawis just to credential themselves to be
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forensic witnesses. o0 So |I | earned the
through.

DePue: Did you have a favorite area of law that you were studying?

Lamont: I | i ked constitut i on anmole afthe tiseoy aides e t h e
And | took as an elective, | egislative
it, buté A guy by the name Professor C

parliamentarian of the constitutional convention, Illinois Constitutional
Conventiontaught the course.

DePue: Let 6s see, you -twortlecanstituteordconvantioswas e nt y
going on in seventy, 1970.

Lamont: Right and he had been the parliamentar
convention. That was always the big thingsHiname wasé | want
Shel don Cohen; it wasnaéoth-en.[SdItookwias] s on

legislative course. The rest of law school, | did not care for.

DePue: Just something to endure?

Lamont: Therebds a | ot of mupnadtieing éaé, which | mevers s or t
cared for (both laugh) very much, either. | enjoyed reading the law because
[of] a | ot of the fact situations. You
interesting cases out there, until you get into some really weird business |
type cases, which you candt wunder st and
understand criminal law case, and | can understand a property law case, and |
can understand a personal i njury case

can understand abgd divorce, which we call family law, things like that. But
other than that, | never cared for it. | thought, Just get me out of here.

DePue: So, what did you want to do, once you got that law degree?

Lamont: | was going to go into government.

DePue: You knew that already?

Lamont: | think | did. On one of my summers, | worked in a law firm for somebody

who was a state rep. or was running to be a state rep, yes, and became a state
rep. Then he actually helped me over the next ten years.

DePue: Is that youthome district?

Lamont: By then it was, yes. | was in Carlinville by then. | was in college, moving to
Macoupin County.

DePue: Who was the representative youodore tal§k
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Lamont: Ken Boyle, Bo-y-I-e. He was like my mentor, all the way through becoraing
trustee at the University of lllinois. | went straight from law school to
Legislative Reference Bureau. So | was working at the reference bureau.

DePue: That s probably a good place for us to
career nexttimearountd.t 6 s been fun hearing these

Lamont: Well , 1itodés kind of fun for me too, to
remember . I dondt do a particularly go
anymore.

DePue: | think youodvwguwwerymehfi ne. Thank

Lamont: Youdbre wel come.

(end of transcript #1)

Interview with Thomas Lamont

# VRT-A-L-2018004.02
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Interviewer: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT
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Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
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Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
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preserve the informal, conversational style teahherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Tuesday, February 1®18. This is Mark DePue, and | am, once
again, here for my second session with Tom Lamont, the former assistant
secretary of the Army for manpower and reserve affairs for President Barack
Obama. Today we get to talk a lot about politics. You have gradfrated
|l aw school; thatoés, sir, where we fini
with is a real quick reference to your personal life. | understand you married
about the time you graduated from law school.
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| got married in my second year ew school, so | had one year left. [l]

married a gir/| Il met there, who was ge
Science. We got married in August of 1971. She took a job with Champaign

[Public] Library and helped me through my last year of law schodIttzet

was that.

What was her maiden name?

Her name was Bridget,-Bi-d-g-e-t, Later, L-a-t-e-r, from Wilmette, lllinois.
B-r-i-d-g-e-t-t?

One t,the Irish, Bridget, not Bridgette.

Tell me a little more about her.

She had her own career when we came to
real excited about leaving the North Shore of Chicago, but [she] knew where |

had hoped to practice and be involved in the political specter, which was

Springfield. She took ap then with the [lllinois] State Library and over time,
eventually, was named the state librarian under Jim Edgar, continued under
George Ryan and held that position, I
not precisely sure.

They built the new libraryunder her guidance or responsibility,
working with Governor Edgar, at that time Secretary Edgar, who as secretary
of state, was technically the official state librarian. But the professional who
runs it [is] also known as the state librarian or direofdhe state library.

Was that in 1990 that the new | ibrary
In that range, yes.

| know that Governor Edgar, then Secretary Edgar, was very proud of that
building.

Oh, he was and shoul d bedundéebudgeiantd d s ay
was distinctive, a different building than what Governor Thompson had built

in Chicago. And he wanted a buildihg f cour s e, Il 6m tell i ng
hand, third handl that would fit in the capitol area.

Everything you jussaid was consistent with exactly the way Governor Edgar
described it, to include the little architectural rivalry he had with then
Governor Thompson.

Yes.

How did you meet her?
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In law school, | had, my freshman year, a number of raates Four of us

shared an apartmemne of which had attended school that was the sister or
brother school of my wifeds school, wh
had to gone to Loras, and they all knew each other, because at that time, they

were d man or all women Catholic schodtsSo, he was one of my

roommates, and over time he introduced me to Bridget because they were

probably one of the few people who knew each other at the University of

lllinois.

You finished, passed the bar exami8v2, as | recall. So what happens after
that for you?

| was working. | had taken a job with the lllinois Legislative Reference
Bureau, as | wanted to be involved in state government; that was my primary
professional thoughts at that time. Wenwiark there, drafting legislation and
got my first introduction to the Legislature.

| &m curious. Youodre drafting | egislatd.i
|l mean, youoldre obviously
Sure.

How does that process work? Didileg | at or s come and say,
write a bill on such and such, and here are the basic goals we have for the
| egi sl ationodo?

Exactly, thatés exactly what happens.
staff would come to us, but usually it woulttdr through the director of the
Legislative Reference Bureau. Sometimes they would come to you directly, if
they knew you, but otherwise, they went to our director, who would then

disperse the work. They were six or seven of us doing this type of work.

He would assign us the project, or oftentimes they would bring in a
copy of another statebds | egislation, a
something that would mirror that state legislation to conform to our own laws
and state constitution, if there wergyaifferences on that.

Were you working for specific committees?
Not at time, no.
Were you working for one of the parties?

No. We serve everybody. It was npartisan.

1 LorasCollegeis a Catholic, liberal arts college in Dubuque, lowa that offers liberal arts arptqfessional
majors.(https://www.loras.ed/
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And this was the job you wanted to have, conongof law school?

Not necessarily, but it was a job that was open, (laughs) and it paid as well as
any other opportunity in the private sector, typically more. So we were all
excited about it.

From what youbve exftobesnsadnunistragvelaw, e, y o u
and that generally means youdre going
or setting up your own practice.

I didndét know that at the ti me, but my
care to be a trial lawyer; &ih had no interest for me. But | wanted exposure to
the legislature, and this was a good introduction.

How would you describe your politics at that point in your life?

Generic, i f anything. | woulsdmedny cal I
personal leanings were probably more along the Democratic lines, what |
understood Democrats to stand for. But

necessarily one thing or another.

Il tds an int
years of th
youbve got

eresting t iailneedortme drAwmewni c an h
e Vietnam War, and once you
Wat er & Wereyowpaying rguchoatientiorats we | |

that?

Watergate was taking place in the summer of seventyo , whaeking |l 6 m wo
on the bar exam. |l hadndét started a j o
di dndt move back hetwe until the fal/l (o
But as | understand, the drum beat of Watergate and all the investigations and

the buildup really started afte Ni xon had been el ected.
1973, well into 1974, when he actually leaves office.

l s that right? | dondét even recall. B u

having an interest in the political side of things and in what hapipen
government in general.

Many have said that that led to a cynicism among the American public about
politics in the United States. Did it have that effect on you?

1S Watergate was a major American political scandal that lasted from 1972 to 1974, following a burglary by five
menof the Democratic National Committee headquarters at the Watergatecoffiggex in Washington D.C.

on June

17, 1972, and President Ri chard Nixonbds subse

involvement.The scandal led to the discovery of mukipbuses of power by members of the Nixon
administration, the commencement of an impeachment process against the president and Nixon's resignation.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watergate scardal
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Lamont: | dondét recall that necessarily being

DePue: Do you remember any specific |l egislati
especially proud of?

Lamont: | remember probably [the] most important piece of legislation, but probably
one of the easiest ones to draft. That was turn right on a red light (DePue
laughs). The impact of that, in terms of economic savings and fuel savings,
from everything | 6ve read, is very, Ve
came out of the Council of **State Gover

There was an annual conference. Seveatés had adopted this [law],
and next thing you know, we had a nuntbenore than on& member[s] of
the legislature who wanted to introduce that bill. So | drafted it, following the
|l anguage other statesd bills agmedt adapt
amount of effort.

DePue: So, Mr. Secretary, every time you turn right on red, you think about that?

Lamont: | have (both laugh) more than once, yes.

DePue: This is all right; 1 did that.

Lamont: | was involved in lots of other, much morecomplt ed | egi sl ati on,

not sure any of it was meaningful or any of it passed. | remember very little
about any of the other legislation.

DePue: How about contacts and friendships that you were able to make at that time;
were there some in the legisleguitself, some in political circles?

Lamont: | had a good friend and mentor as a me
firm in summers, while in law school. His name was Ken Boyle,
Representative Boyle. | was familiar with him and as both a friend and a
former employee and then as, in essence;aaier, if he asked for help in
the Legislature.

DePue: | know that you moved on to a law firm not too long after.that
Lamont: | spent a little over a year, and | thought that was my opportunity for
introdu¢ i on, but | also felté 1tods |ike b

need to do it, to get it out of the way, to see your feel for private practice.
Actually | wanted to try to do both, if | could conform my private practice to

16 The Council of State Governmer{GSQ is a nonpartisgmonprofit organization in the United States that

serves all three branches of state government. Based in New York City, the CSG has offices across the country,
provides practical, nonpartisan advice and consedisusn strategie® informed by availablevidencé to

increase public safety and strengthen communities.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_State_Governmgnts
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the type of work | wanted tdo, which was administrative law, legislative
law. So | went with a local firm, in town, for the next, at least, two or three
years.

The name of the firm?
Presney, R-e-s-n-e-y, Casper, &-s-p-e-r and Helmich, He-[-m-i-c-h.
And they specialized in administrative law?

No, theyodre a gener al practice firm. E
our own practice as best we can, so that you have portable skills and portable
clients, in case you have to move on or to supportsgiuin the meantime, |

was offered a patime position with the lllino@ howés t he best wa:
itd Democratic staff, House Democratic staff.

The caucus, the Democratic Caucus?

No, just the staff itself, run by the Democrats, and dafaatorney, during
session. | served as committee council then, to a couple of committees and
worked as needed, but typically during Legislative session days. It was part
time, but | really enjoyed it and really got into the politics of the state.

Did Representative Boyle have a role in your getting that position?

My guess is he did. He may have alerted me to an opening, or he may have
made a calll ; | dondét really recall. I
someone willing to do it on parttime basis.

What did you do there?

As | said, | again served as a committee council, then, a couple of different
committees, and assisted in drafting our own legislation. You know, staff

drafts too and takes them down to the LegistaReference Bureau and says,

APut this into appropriate format. o Bu
would come in.

As | said, when | was at the Reference Bureau, oftentimes staff came
down and gave us guidance. You have certain guidelines on legislative
|l anguage, how to write the | aw, whethe
Aimayo (|l aughs) or terms | i ke that. You
hopefully, a constitutional manner. But oftentimes we would get the initial
start of that from thstaffs. When | became a staffer, | did some of that. As |
recall, thatdés probably what hel ped me
already in drafting legislation.

This is kind of a bizarre question, b u
may?
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One can beé May suggests thereds fl exi
that there is no flexibility.

Why would they use shall instead of wi
involved in the same kind of thing, writing military regtitens, and must and
can, they have different meanings.

They all have different meanings. A lot of it deals with how the law and the

| anguage has been interrupted. I f ther
typically want to conform to that languajee caus e it 6s adll ready
dondt know whato3d etylbated ss ag/fi thgn nwhwy we
language.

Do you remember which committees you were assisting on?

One was insurance, and the other was judiciary, as you might expect. And
from time to time, | might get assigned to another committee, just to fill in,
but | dondot recall

Was this a paid position?
Sure it was.

What was the thought of the law firm that you were spending so much of your
time doing that?

They were very amenable to me doing that. That would also reflect in my
hourly billing with them, so there was an offset there, of course with some
reduction in pay. But it also exposed me to some potential clients to the firm. |
think, for the mospart, they saw it as an expansion of our practice, out of the
regular general practice nature.

Now they could argue to some of our corporate clients that we might
be able to handle them on any regulatory or administrative process they might
have. If theyhad an argument with the Department of Insurance, if they had
an argument with the Department of Agriculture, somebody in the firm had
some knowledge and experience in dealing with those state agencies.

Did you find your political views evolving anaturing, shall we say, during
that period?

| certainly became more aligned with the Democratic philosophy and party,
definitely.

How about contacts, some of the people that you remember working with, that
became important to you later on?
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Lamont: Hmm. Any number of people | came into contact with, Jim Edgar, for that
matter, who | believe was initially aé
senate when | first met him, then he became a state rep and eventually went to
Gover nor Tofiice.rBpt sv@knevseach other somewhere along the
line. There were probably several others of that ilk. He might be the most
prominent of those. Alan Dixon and his staff people, we work with any
number of folks[MichaelJ] Bakalis [state treasurer det time],any number
of folks who went on to become state officers, Jesse Whife.

DePue: How about Mike Madigan because he was a recent arrival to the
Legislature®

Lamont: Mr . Madi gan came in about the same tin
but | knew him; you work with everybody. Jerry Shea was probably the most
prominent one, $-e-a2°

DePue: He was the guy with the

Lamont: FIl oor | eader at the time for Mayor Dal
one who put the state income tax in wh&oyernor Richard] Ogilvie was
there. Jerry was a wheeldealer and continued to be quite a fixture around
the State House for the next thiftye years.

DePue: |l didndédt know he had that |l ongevity in
Lamont: [He] just died two years agand he would still suggest he was involved.
DePue: |l guess | didnodét realize that, because

by the end of the seventies

Lamont: Jerry went out, but he was a prominent person behind the scenes, both
Democrat and Repulsn. He was a very close friendnany in the
legislature, maybe perhaps his ability to help finance campaigns on both sides,
given the types of clients that he had, that had considerable contributions,

17 Alan John Dixorwas an American politician and member of the Democratic Party who served in the Illinois
General Assembly from B4 to 1971, as the lllinois Treasurer from 1971 to 1977, as the lllinois Secretary of
State from 1977 to 1981 and as a U.S. Senator from 1981 until 1993.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_J._Dixdn

18 Jesse Clark White is an American educator @aldician from the State of lllinois. A member of the
Democratic Party, he has served as the 37th Secretary of State of Illinois since 1999.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesse_White_(politician)

19 Michael Joseph Madigan is an American politician whihésspeaker of the lllinois House of
Representatives. He is the longsstving leader of any state or federal legislative body in the history of the
United States, having held the position for all but two years since 1983.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wikMichael _Madigai

20 GeraldW. Sheaserved five terms in thiinois House as legislative floor leader for Mayor Richard J. Daley,
a role that earned him theickname "Mr. Powerful" during tumultuous political times for Democrats in the city
and state(http://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/cteraldsheaobit-met20151213story.htm)
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[Governor] George Ryan being a very close frientisf Jerry and |
eventually served together on the U of | Board of Trustees.

DePue: Wow. What next?

Lamont: As | said, | stayed with the law firm, | want to say for at least three years. |
was at the partnership level or to go into the partnership lenetl, lzad to
make some decisions, what | wanted to do. | really enjoyed my state
government work. | was offered a position with the State of lllinois, at Capital
Development Boardt

| decided to try to do that on a fdime basis and leave the law firm
because | wanted more administrative law work, working inside a State
agency, which | hadndét done yet. And |
partnership with my law firm if | didn

By the third year, | was much busiegrdamuch more involved in my
legislative partime work, probably at least 50 percent of my time, then. |

even got into some budget drafting. I
appropriationsoé staff, but adeduphortage
doing the budget for the auditor gener
wasnot an appropriations staffer, but

became more and more involved in the Legislature, so it was hard to try to
suggest you shoulde a partner on a haime basis.

DePue: Were you getting involved at all, at this time, in local party politics?

Lamont: A little, sure.

DePue: Precinct meetings and

Lamont: |l didndét do any of those. As part of vy

setting up funding and things of that nature for all kinds of candidates. So |
was involved with some local candidates, nothing particularly serious.

DePue: Do you know how you eradtl up at CDB, how you were able to land that job?
Lamont: No. | think | applied for it. Whether or not | was assisted on that with Boyle or
someone | i ke that, | dondt know. Again

some experience.

21 The Capital Development Board (CDB) is made up of professional architects, engineers, project managers,
construction experts, and staff who oversee the design and caostiefcstatefunded facilities, including

work on colleges and universities, public safety centers, museums and historic sites, state parks, health centers,
office buildings, and correctional centefisttps://www2.illinois.gov/cdb/Pages/default.aypx
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DePue: And the legishtive connections would have been crucial, | would think, in
light of what even CDB was doing.

Lamont: |l think thereds more to Legislative ex
it really being one | had toympeda r amme
job; I had a job. It was pointed out to me this was available, and | went and
met with the director at the ti me kna
Thompson.

DePue: Seventysi x i s what | 6ve got for when he
about right?

Lamont: Something |ike that. Jim Thompson, [ &n

DePue: He came in in January of seversigven, so right about that time.

Lamont: Whenever it was, | know he was the governor at the time when | worked
there.

DePue: That wodd have been an interesting place because not long after he got there,
there was a lot of prison construction going on.

Lamont: Prisoné |t wasnot BHild Illinois unl e

DePue: That came later in his administration.

Lamont: Building the prisons, & had some university construction going on; we had

the State of lllinois Building in Chicago, and we had the building out on Fifth

Street, the Department of Revenue building.

DePue: The Willard Ice Building.

Lamont: Yes.

DePue: You had your hands full time or they did.

Lamont: Over that time period. But yeah, we were pretty prolific in building at that

time. | think the DOT [Department of Transportation] building had already

been finished.

DePue: Yeah, | believe youdr e r aingdoinglemalfort hat .
CDB?
Lamont: Yeah.

22 Build Illinois was a bond program, funding-ahcompassing attempt to deal with the state's crumbling
infrastructure, disappearing jobs and shrinking tax basgs(//www.lib.niu.edu/1986/ii860115.htjnl
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

So you had a finger in all of the projects, with whatever controversy might
come up?

As necessary. There were two of us. Our general counsel was actually out of
Chicago, but | was the downstate guy.afyg you also reviewed any

legislation that was going to impact the construction industry. You worked
with your industry partners, Associated General Contractors, and things like
that. You did what you had to do to make sure buildings got built. Sometimes
that means going after your contractors, as you can imagine.

Did you get involved with some labor issues along the way as well?

I dondot really recall any real l abor i
outside of my bailiwick.

YoubOve expressed this to a certain ext
about governmental and administrative law that especially appealed to you?

|l dm not sure | have a finite answer on
seem to be more sigicant than dealing with a lot of the issues you get in

private practice. | didnot I ike divorc
transfer. I didndét | i ke the dog bite c
law because we had a péirhe officeov er i n Cass County, wh
high school. [In] Cass County you donbod
youngest guy on the block, of the atto

public defender as cases come up. So, | handled my share of defeese ¢
over there.

But in the back of my mind, what was going on in state government
always was more appealing, typically, because they were more significant
issues. The impact of what you were doing was much greater.

Pl us, in the | asw,detsheraendds tahlewaeydss tuw
going on (both | augh). Youbve got, oft
legal issues. You take the side that walks in your office, but he or she may not
al ways be right. You may hramedatdyis e x pl a
going to say, AThis is not about money
al ways comes down to money (both 1 augh
do this; i1itdéds going to cost money. o |

di dn 6 tdo muehadrdonate work at all. It was all personal work.

How long did you stay at CDB?

|l 6m going to guess, and | am somewhat
sound right? 1 6dm guessing about three
byé&kn Boyle at that time, who had beco

County.
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

There was a state agency called The
Of fice; i1ito6s the opposite of the state
prosecutor represent all countiess her t han Cook County,
appeals at the appellate court, becaus

time or expertise or the means to get involved in the appellate practice. It is
time intensive and takes a bit of an expertisetodotha | f youdre a o
man office, you dondét have time to dea

Theydd sent to us, and we would rep
four of the five appellate districts, as | saw, everything but Cook County; they
had a large enough #t#o do their own work. We had about forty lawyers,
but | was offered the opportunity to be the executive director of that office.
Mr. Boyle brought me over and introdu
statebds attorneys, abechuse Ithadjegislativet hi nk t
background. They got involved in criminal legislation all the time, and they
wanted somebody who knew how the world worked, over in the legislature.
Since | had done some defenseé |1 6d don
wasa matter of working legislation and then working the legislature to try to
get these things passed. Li ke the sher
handles their | egislative work.- There
time. So | did bdt [as] an agency director who served in the legislative
capacity, as well.

(@)

|l guess I 6m a little bit confused. As
statebds case in something that had bee
Al | 't h e asesthabda defendabt gets convicted, and he appeals it, or

the statebs attorney appeals a case.

Is this both criminal and civil cases?

-

No, itds only criminal, exclusively <c
And then youbve got t legslatare?pect of wor k

| 6m running the agency. I &m not writin
couple of briefs when | couldndét avoid
we would write all the appellate briefs and argue the cases in front of the

appellde court. | primarily oversaw the agency, hired the lawyers,

administered the office, handled the budget aspect of it and worked with the

board, the stateb6s attorneysd6 board, t
AChange t he | aw,;dodlsisxctazytgetthosegumsafitiee t o
street. Lamont, take care of that, o (6b

Sure, no problem, huh?

Right. But, | enjoyed that. twas hardsn, whi ch gave meé Fr a
had worked CDB, | had sonagency background, this gave me the
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Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

experience of administration, running a state agency, not just being an
employee of state agency. So it was a pretty significant notch for me, again,
working my own budget process, my own agency appropriation and foging
own HR [Human Resources] guy to run forty lawyers, which is like herding
cats sometimes, and four different offices. | had real estate dffioesssence
four pieces of real estate you had todysius the secretaries and everything
else, [the] adminiskt i ve staffds there.

And how old are you at this time?

Whatever it woul d b ehirtied by now, egrlptomiti o b e,
thirties, something like that.

You were there fr ooméWheatctl dned isdgo tl 6dmo wn
someavhere around 1979 to end of 1982.

Seventytwo, | did one year CDB, three years at the law firm and say seven

years mor e; | 6 m-twortlurty-thled. y about thirty
Youdre s until a young | awyer.
Yes.

This is pretty heady stiy | would think.
| always thought so (both laugh), at the time, certainly.

I n the Statebs Attorneybds Office and L
lot of young lawyers looking to get started?

Sure, yes.
Kind od&s a& pdrtoving ground, and then yo

Typically you just need a job. As much as anything, you want to start. Some

people looked at us in that job because they enjoyed the appellate process. [In]

t he appell at e plingwithetlseguy whoeamésrireofftheot d e a
street, banging on your table, saying,
of the law; you study the law; you read the law, and you write the briefs.

Some folks are just much more comfortable in doing the intedéptrt of

the law versus the marketing and the other aspects that goes along with private
practice, having to deal with clients on a deyday basis and taking those

10:00 calls at night.

You got your fingers in all of that, it sounds like.

Over ti me, I had. By now, |l 6m 100 perc
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Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

But it still sounds | i ke thereds awful
the wide ranging aspects of the job.

Anytime you have to get a public budget and you refpoa board who wants
things done a certain way, and then you got to deal with significant staff, you
better do it right.

You mentioned Ken Boyle a couple ti mes
me a little bit more about him, his personality dnglrole?

Very intelligent, fun loving, good friend. We developed a great friendship

over ti me. Kenny was no shrinking viol
from chair of the Appropriations Committee in the House to all of a sudden,

hebs gotes beraokne the stateds attorney
always involved; he was always a political guy. We got along very well.

As | say, when | worked with him during my summer in law school, he
was running for office. So | got to do a little bittbe campaign work in
advancing and driving him and working with him on that. That was one of my
first introductions to the actual political process of electioneering, | guess. But
then we maintained our relationship as we went through and went on with our
lives, | should say.

Kenny was over the top, a great guy. He died much too young. He was
a central lllinois boy. He got his start because, I think, his father had been the
clerk of the lllinois House when he was going to school and through college.
So hewas, | think, introduced to politics at a very early age.

From everything youdbve told me, j ust
doing this, 1 6m reflecting back on our
about that one boot camp experienoey had, but you werenoé

because of your draft number as much of anything.

Right.

But youdbve got a very busy I|life, and t
Yes.

|l m wondering why you deteeintéthe you want
military?

| al ways assumed | would serve at one
during the Vietnam War, at | east didnboé
in my life, and | regretted that, and | think it bothered me that soraedsand

| didnoét .
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DePue:

Lamont:
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Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

When the opportunity presented itéelfrealized rather late age
wisedt o join the military, that | woul dn
three monthd what they used to refer to as the ninéayy wonded to be a
legal officer in the @ard. When | found that | could get a direct appointment,
thatds when | raised my hand.

That was, | believe, 1981 when you were

It was 1981.

You were thirtyfour years old.

But when | signed the paperwork, when | raisedhagd, | was thirtyfive.

You found out, so it looks like you were investigating this; you were looking
into the possibility of doing this.

By this time, | had a good friend, | want to say, who was running the

Department of Veterans Affairs. dondét know i f | was doi
work; | was working with Capital Development Board or what it was, but it

came to my attention that I could get a direct commission without having to

go to officer candidate school, which | had always beliewas$] what you

had to do. |l couldndét take three month
When | found out that wasndét necessary
t his. |l 6m going to miss my opportunity

decided | was gointp do it.

For almost everybody who gets a commission, following on step means going
to the branch specific course.

Oh, yes.

And in that case Judge Advocate General [JAG]?
Yes.

Did you attend that course, then?

| attended theé Therebfs two | evel cour
correspondence, but you still have at least two to three weeks that you would
go to the JAG school or go to specific courses to complete your initial
schooling. Only then are yayualified as a JAG to represent people in the
military courts. I n ot her words, vy
Specialty]. But t hen -onoourderwhichrissaqwoi r
to threeyear course, a senior JAG course.

Doesthat happen years down the road.or
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Lamont:
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DePue:
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Lamont:
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No, you immediately go right into it.
Is that correspondence work?

Primarily, but it always entails yourée
schools, either to JAG school out in Charlottesvillegwira or wherever they
assign you.

So, way back, many years before, you had the experience of drill sergeants

yelling at you; you doné6ét have to go t
Yes.

But in the Judge Advocate Genhemal Scho
did they talk about wearing the uniform and when to salute

No.

éand all that protocol ?

No.

It was all strictly military law?
It was all strictly military law.
Any surprises?

Not necessarily. Meh of it aligns with civil procedure, which is federal civil
procedure. A |l ot of i1itdés interpretatio
law, and making the appropriate opinions and guidance to your commanders

who have asked you questions in that regau.we handled everything, from

drug cases, of which we had a lot of, urination failures, and processing them

out to regular Army. We did family law. We did everything that walked in the

door on an Army post.

We had more than a few folks who, of counseuld go off to do their
annual training and lose their job in the meantime because it was not well
known or well considered that this was an appropriate thing to do in a lot of
places. We would get involved with the Department of Labor or any federal
ofices, the U.S. Attorneyods office for
understand the law on this regard.

What unit did you join?
| was attached to headquarters.

Attached? Headquarters of the lllinois
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

Yeah.
€ Any National Guard?

Yeah, Army guard, lllinois Army National Guard. In the headquarters | never
went to a brigade, ever.

AAttachedod suggests that you were assi

Wel | |, | 6m using the wr oealquarters afaff, the b e c a
legal staff. We had at that time three lawyers at Camp Lincoln, and then they
had at | easté They had two or three in

meet. They did their things; we did ours.

Some of the things that you wetescribing, the kinds of things you would

get involved with, didndédt sound 1| i ke t
days in a weekend in a month. Then you
come back and pick it up again. How did that work?

Weadysted our schedules as necessary. T
problem, frankly; we worked it out. If we had a trial coming up, you worked

during the week on your own, for ngay and got it ready to do a processing

out.

Typically | worked on the prosecution side, if | was pushing someone
out who had violated the UCMJ, Uniform Code of Military Justice, in one
way or anotherhen a fellow JAG would be the defense council. But like
anything el se, we had to plan our case
so you did it on your own, in preparation for the case, typically nights and
other weekends. You just did it.

How about the two weeks annual
training?

Either | went to a school, or | went to
McCoy, Fort McCoy, most of the time.
Later on in my years, | was assigned to
Camp Grayling a couple of times, up in
Michigan.

Major Tom Lamont wears BDUs and sports
camouflage paint during his two-week annual

(pause in audio recording) training at Fort McCoy, Wisconsin in 1995.
Aheadspce and timing error on my part,; I
withé | think we had you at annual tra

| had a variety of experiences in annual training. Initially a lot of Fort McCoy
work and still continuing education because |l eveatl | y é | had to d
senior legal studies, JAG coursework, which was three years, which took at
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least a week or two weeks additional annual training to go to the JAG school,

plus what you did by correspondence otherwise. After that, of course, you go

right into the Command and General Staff School, a couple of years later, as

aé By the time | reached the rank of n
Command and General Staff.

But over time | did
field ATs [Annual
Trainings] at Fort McCoy,
Camp Grayling a couple of
times. Later, as demands
upon our active duty forces
required more National
Guard assistance, | did
annual trainings with the 173
Airborne in Vicenza, Italy a
couple of times. | went to
Grafenwhoer, Germany at Tom Lamont looks into the sights of an M47 Dragon
least tYVICe because you fill in 'azgtrlt-tarélégnfwe during the 1995 annual training at
for active duty JAGs who have
been deployed or are in the process of relocating through permanent change of
stations, PCSing, or on leave.

| alsodid twentyone days of extra duty at one time, took a position, as
requested, to Camp Zama, Japan, working out of U.S. Army Japan
headquarters over there, which was good because you did a lot of effort with
other services. We had Marines around us; weMethes from Okinawa; we
did U.S. Army Japan, but were not the boss. The boss in Japan is U.S. Air
Force, and the overall boss in the Pacific is U.S. Navy. CINCPAC
[Commander in Chief Pacific Command] controls everything west of Hawaii.
So it wa sveraih thegecking order somewhere and you ended up
having to deal with other JAGs and individuals from other services, which |
enjoyed. | enjoyed the exposure also to some foreign countries.

DePue: | was going to ask you why you stay with the militaryyzywyou enjoyed it, but
youdve just said it; i1itbés all the vari.i
you find yourself in.

Lamont: Frankly, | enjoyed the military. | enjoyed wearing the uniform; | took great
pride in wearing the uniform. If | everdhght | could have made real living
out it, | might have done it fulime. Not sure | could really have done it full
time, but it has crossed my mind that maybe | missed the boat somewhere
along the line.

DePue: You got into the military in the early eitibs, at a time when most of the
people in the National Guaddl can say this because | was in the National
Guard, at that tim#
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Lamont: PostVietnam.
DePue: PostVi et nam. I sai d, nwel | , this 1 s fun,
webre never going to see any action. o

Desert Storm.z% 24
Lamont: Oh yes.

DePue: A few years later then you get to '
the War on Terror,andt 6 s |
the opposit&>

Lamont: Correct, correct. | remember, in
our jobs, we were going to
Desert Storm. Everybody was
very concerned of what was to - _
happen over there, whether there Gaoretfom Lamortnfed unjorn, crce 2066,
was weapons of mass destructior.
or chemical weapons, biological weapons. Our job was to go in and bitef u
going overseas, being mobilized, what their rights and obligations were;
instruct them of the law of war, who you could shoot and not shoot, and then
webd al ways meet with the families.

We drafted their wills and powers of attorney at mobilizatitessiSo,
we had all the families there, typically, crying in the background. The little
girls, daughters hanging onto dadbds | e
pretty high anxiety at the time. So, we all felt our jobs were important.

DePue: L e t 6 lackdgoeydur civilian career and slide back to 1982, when | think you
ventured out in a different direction at that time.

Lamont: Somewhere along that line, a good friend of mine, who was a good social
friend from the Republican side, we talked aboutleistaing a practice that
would be more specialized in the government and legislative side, legislative
to include probably some | obbying effo
ever going to it, at our age, we need to do it now. We rolled the dice and
stated our own law firm called Webb and Lamont. We flipped a coin to see
whose name would go first.

23 Operation Desert Shieldas a 2006 operation by the Iraq insurgency ar@asglda in Irag, planned in
December 2005 as a push against American forces during the Irag War. The goal was to destabilize the
American foothold in the Anbar province over the course of six months.
(https//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Desert_Shield_(Iraq)

24 Desert Stornwas a 42day U.S. led air offensivim 1990, initiatedn response to Saddam Hussein's invasion
of Kuwait. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_War

25TheWar on Terror or terrorism sterm used to describe the Ameridad global counterterrorism campaign
launched in response to the terrorist attacks of September 11 (B@p4//www.britannica.com/topic/wam-
terrorism
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You lost the flip, | take it?

|l lost the flip, right. That didndot bo
our own private practice. He becarthe parliamentarian for the House, where
George Ryan was then the speaker. Then | worked on the outside.

What was Webbés first name?
Ed.

Edward or just Ed?

Edward.

Ed Webb.

Correct.

Hasaringtoittdes ndét it ?

Ed Webb.

How much was his time spent as being the parliamentarian?

When theyodre in session, obviously, he
know, it probably took up at least a third to 40 percent of his time.

lwouldi magi ne by this time, youdve got cC
over the attorney general s CDB, as el
in what youdre going to be doing then.

Yes, absolutely. Particularly if you sought state contracts.Wanted to do

some work for the state for agencies w
attorney or just had contractual work out there. | applied for some, like

anybody else, and did some of it, actually even did a little contract work with

the appellateposecut ors. That és when | did wr
earn some money. When you roll the dice and go out on your own, you better
devel op a practice right away i f youdr

Do you remember any particular cases or clients thatwelped?

No. I really dondt , not in the prosecu
over time not necessarily in that practidaut | think | had a couple of small
associations; | dondt know what all

You mentioned lobbying. Did you dauch on the lobbying side?

A little, not all that much at that time. If your clients were such that they had
| egi sl ative work that needed to get do
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Did you have to register to be a lobbyist?

Sure. At some poirih time you did, whether or not it was then or later on,
when all theé You always had to file a
believe. Yes, thatoés al ways changed in

You said that Webb was the Republican side, did.you

édo t heecrDeetm ¢ si de. I donot recal | wh a
to tell you the truth.

It doesndét sound I i ke those are hard a
necessarily have a political agenda, would they always?

Right, no, nonot at all. It was pretty generic, but | did things on the
Republican side. | think | may have told you, eventually over time | ended up,
at the request of the speaker, George Ryan, handling divorce of his
administrative assistant, who was married to loigrfleader, Representative
Jake Wolfe, because we had to do a few things quietly and at the right price,
meaning for free (both laugh). And we did. So | knew George, and again,
from hanging around the legislators so long, | had acquaintances over there,
knew many of the members.

What did you think of George?

| liked George. | thought he was a very upfront, good guy. | remember

wal king on the floor when he was the &
came straight off the Democratic staff aedime, and | asked for a favor on a

bill that had to be done right then on the floor, which was to stop a vote until

we could put an amendment on a bill. And he did it. He was a stand tall guy. |
believe that to this day.

It sounds like, in 198&hbugh, you made another move?

|l t6d be about that time. Again, (Il augh
Some of the Democrats came to me. That was after [Neil] Hartigan had
become attorney general.

He was elected in 1982, and then hefaanre-election and won again in
1986.

This is then about eighityvo or eightythree. We messed up
How long did you stay with Webb and Lamont?

Probably just a couple of years, a couple of years until my name went into the
barrelagain. | started getting the calls as Hartigan is putting his staff together.
This was probably four months, three or four months after he was elected. Of
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DePue:
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course, youobore elected in November; yo
February or March, soméwre along the line. | kept hearing, literally third
hand, that they were coming after me to be the first deputy assistant.

Whods they?
Hartigan.
Did you know Hartigan before that time?

No, I did not. | knew of him and had in@m but did not have any real
interaction with him that | recall.

He was a Chicago guy

Yeah, but he lived in Springfield.

Did he at the time? He was

Going to say, what was his first job?

[ Gover nor ] liBuenant\yavérior butthe

Right, when he was lieutenant governor, he and his family lived in

Springfield, because we ended up living on the same street that he did. But
hedéd already gone by then. Butonwe had
Warson Road in Springfield.

|l dondt know that Wal ker and Hartigan
meeting.

| think that may be true.

But wedre talking many years beyond th

Anyway, | was hearing hi s . Il said, Al f they want
Eventually I got a call, but | wasnot
Boyle or anybody else working this. I
right job, | t h o prgbakly would 6avd prefeiredd en t o t
contract, frankly, and stay in my priyv
jobs a little too often here; youbd |
| go over and meet with Hartigan. | see the guy just walking out in
frontofme who | didndt know. Il wal k i n, a
away the first deputy job.o [I] said,
what | was being called in for. o AWell

| found really what the deal was. Some of theganplayers downstate,
who carried him downstate, made the call and put one of their guys in who
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was a statebs attorney, I think, downs
Good gquy, I 1Ii ked hi m. But he said, nl
thet eam. Wedbre eventually going to run
He offered me the head of General Law, which is the number one
department job. At that time there are four or five different departments, but
General Law is the one that represeisost all the defense work for the
State agencies. You represent the State. There are other little pieces, like Ag
Law and Consumer Fraud or stuff that probably was much more limited in
scope. General Law would represent everybody.
Your resume igjot director of civil litigation and general law; is that pretty
much the same thing?
Yes. That was the title, director of civil litigation/general law.
Does that mean youdre not going to be
Corred¢. Now criminal law, | think, is pretty much handled out of Chicago.
We did have a criminal law component.
And where was your office?
We did very little criminal law because states attorneys do the criminal law.
The Attorney dGoeensenrbatl 6rse aQflfyi cper osecut e.
investigations with both your federal prosecutors and your state prosecutors,
but not necessarily trying those cases. We have our share, getting into fraud
against the state, things like that.
Did you have any personal, political ambitions at this time?
No, |l didndét really see any openings.
something fell into your Il ap, but [ di
ofapositiontorunfor, ®@e ti me | do recall a state¢
opened up in Morgan County, and the st
the appellate prosecutors wanted me to go after that slot.
Vince Demuzio was the state senator at the time, who | knew very well
from the Boyle campaigns. He was also a Macoupin County person. Boyle
believed they could assist me in aé |
was | believe thi® he became a judge, and it was open for appointment and
then run for it. It was intriguing.talked to my wife about it, and we both
sai d, ANo. 0 She I iked what she was doi
My commute was kind of out of the question. We had young children by then.
So we said, ANo, wedbre ngtimebewer ng t o do

recall thinking of running for office until later, when | ran for University of
lllinois Board of Trustees.
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And webod

r Kk
general o [

e working towards that. How di
s office?

At least one term.

It strikes meé You mentioned that, fro
appointment, Hartigan was talking about looking to be governor.
Hundred percent. #dAlf youbre going to d

remember that comment.
Do you think he was an effective attorney general?

Within reason, yes, because he was hanffidde let his employees do their

job. One of the key jobs in that office, besides defending the state, was doing
attorney general @s al ggealt | emiami ovin® 6 d Wé ¢
years and was a straight shooter all the way in giving legitimate state opinions,

not politically motivated. Youodre al wa
stateds attorney, a c o0uUnNdgiglatoodr & statei a | an
agency. An attorney gener al opinion do
|l egal case, but typically people wildl

opinion, legal opinion, that comes out. His name was Sean Denny; he was
fantasticat t or ney and just a straight shoot
ever, got involved in suggesting the outcome of an opinion.

Did you like working for Hartigan?

Yes. | had no problems with him until later, when he was unsuccessil. A
we never saw him again (laughs).

You mean when he ran and | ost for gove
referring to?

No, itdéds actually before then. Did he
He lost in the general election to Jim Edgar.

Then he had to have two years remainin
mi déWere we back then, where we ran go
later ran..

No. All the constitutional offices run at the same time.

Whenever it was that he lost, we pegaw him again. He never came to
Springfield.

How about Jim Thompson, governor Thompson at the time, did you have any
dealings with him or his office?
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Only in my days at the Capital Development Board and only, maybe, through
hisagencyde ct or s when | was in private pra
recall any direct dealings with him.

It sounds | i ke you were with the attor
then another move?

Yes (laughs).

Sorry, | tadmakknt oind hike than.

Well, 1itdéds nice to be wanted. Il rarely
restless and received a call from a Chicago law firm, would | be interested in
joining their firm? | said, iWwWwdNodoh®m w

you to move to Chicago. We want you to have an office in Springfield and
represent our clients on the legislative and administrative side and build a
practice. 0

It was a small firm called Gordon and Glickson. At that time | think
therewere like eighteen, nineteen, twenty attorneys, and it was a law firm that
youdd refer to as a boutique practice.
and that timeframe, was very rare. We were just getting into computer law,
and these guys wereé

Our key partner in that had gone to school, | believe, at Berkeley and
then had worked with a Silicon Valley law firm in the early stages of
intell ectual property | aw. He comes ba
in Chicago and builds an intellectuabpp er t y practice. There
legislative law at the time on how to deal with software. He actually wrote a
book on contracting for the sale of software. All this stuff is brand new, and
thereds no | aw on it. Thnelewlbirg. been no

They had clients trying to figure out how this is going to work. Do you
put sales tax on software? It was things like that. Who owns the software, and
how you protect it? As they had legislative work, | handled their work down
here. But | &0 built my own legislative and administrative law practice again
and some of the carryover from the old Webb and Lamont days, again
representing a number of associations. | represented the Supervisors
Assessment Association. | did work for the, againexns Affairs Agencies,
whatever typically came in the door, but | did legislative work and
administrative law work for them here.

That does sound | i ke stimulating wor k,
completely new area.

And, | 6ang ® natChli €east every other week f
running back and forth.
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Do you drive up there, fly or take the train?

Flew, flew every time, Air lllinois at that time, landing at Meigs Fi#d.
could leave my house, fly to @ago, and if the cabs were at Meigs Field, |
would beat my partners who had left their house the same time in Highland

Park to downtown, literally, because at that time | could go out to the airport

ten minutes before | had to get on a plane, literalylv6 d wal k r i ght

and just walk onto the plane. There was no security. Typically our only delay

was weat her, going into Meigs Fiel
you had to wait until one showed up. That might take you ten or fifteen
mnut es someti mes, otherwise, boom,

right with the world.

d, o

| 6 m

You probably had an emotional reaction, then, when Mayor Richard M. Daley

decided to start tearing up Meigs Field one morning.
Absolutely. Fortunatei, it was after my time.

Yeah.

But, oh yeah. | t h o u gl teactiohyremdembes. h e

The dates | got from your resume were 1987 to 1998. Does that sound right?

doi

Eightyseven sounds about edaontinstarfing.om what
That would have been kind of at the be

No. Itds private practice 1in al |l
if not more. Then | got a call, another one of those calls, franebody
youdd met along the | ine, Gery Chi

t hat

co

staff2’1 6d had some work with the Daley or

of | trustee by then.

This might be a good time because | know you had a hard stoatiga?
Yeah, | do. You heard that; | got to be someplace at 3:45.

So, this would be a good place to

Alright.

26 Merrill C. Meigs FieldAirport was a single runway airpdrt Chicago that was in operation from December
1948 until March 2003, on Northerlglandan artificial peninsula on Lake Michigan.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meigs_Field)

27 GeryJ. Chicois an American politician, Chicago lawyer, public official and former Democpaiticary
candidate for United States Senate. Chico served as the Chief of Staff to Mayor Richard M. Daley from 1992 to
1995 and board president of tGhicago Public Schodtom 1995 to 2001.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gery_Chigo
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DePue: Thank you very much.

(end transcript #2)

Interview with Thomas Lamont

#VRT-A-L-2018004.03
Interview Date: February 22, 2018
Interviewer: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other noosommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFiar useo criteria of Section 107 of the Cop
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, lllinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, isteee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein.l@&ve these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Thursday, February 22, 2018.
again with former secretary, Assistant Secretary of the Army, Tom Lamont.
How are you this morning, sir?

Lamont: |l 6m just wonder f ul
DePue: We spent quite a bit of time on your background. Today we get into some of
the meat of the things that | wanted t

you found yourself being electéd believe you were electédto the
University of lllinois Board of Tustees. That was in 1990?

Lamont: Yeah, lwaselected. It goes back, again, to my friend and mentor, Ken Boyle,
the former state representative and th
County and eventually the director of the State Attorney Appefiateices
Commission, who happened to be a member of the U of | Board of Trustees.

Just in conversation once, we were talking about the university and
university sports and so on, because we both had a deep interest there, having
both attended law schottlere. We were always discussing one of the various
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

topics about the U of | . He said, fdHav
the University of Illinois Board of Tr
he said, AAppl yi ngn faotr iitt.. ol Yseaaihd ,h tfaNa
great spot. |l think thatodod be a | ot of
These machines nowadays.

And, |l said, ANo, how would I go about

out to the University Dlllinois Alumni Association because they make
recommendations to the party, assuming | was going to run as a Democrat. He
said, ATheir influence is becoming | es
where you should start. o So | did.

| sent a letter téhe alumni association, asked for their consideration,
and actually, | dondt know that | ever
find out that the party typically was no longer interested (laughs) in the
recommendations from the alumni associatioreylivere more interested in
what you might bring to the ticket.

So | just then reached out to some people | knew within the party and

said, Als there any interest in me goi
University of I 11 i nochsoPYoulknowadttllepir aduat e
my political background, and | 6&6m downs

important at that time.
Was this something where your name would appear on the statewide ballot?

Yeah, absolutely. And low and behold, itjusb r k ed out . l 6m not
had a | ot other people seeking out tha
interested (laughs) in the more important constitutional officer positions, but

needed to fill it.

Did you go before the selection committee?

No, Il did not . |l dondté No, Il did not .
commi ttee. | still had relationships w
sure that was what helped me because the more senior people were working

with the House Demc r at i cét he state Democratic
you call it.

Committee?

Committee, on the selection process. A
there was in that position or those who had actually made an effort to reach

out for it,beyond going through the U of | Alumni Association. But when
thereds recommendations with, as far a
know 1 f | was a recommendati on, but | 6
time, or less attention at that time, @ recommendations.
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DePue: That sounds |l i ke you didndédt have any K
either?

Lamont: Did not.

DePue: |l Om assuming you didnoé6t put a [ ot of n

Lamont: Part of my agreement with my wife was we wer endét going to
our money just for my ego or interest

We spent some, (laughs) but it was probably less than $500 or $600. But, |
had toraise some.

DePue: You obviously won. abduttlzelectiomiea Novembaref t al Kk
1990.

Lamont: Correct.

DePue: How long did you end up serving on the board?

Lamont: Believe it or not, I candét really reca

DePue: Was there sometime in that timeframe when thétipas became appointed

and not elected?

Lamont: There was. Look at this., someone gave

DePue: Youdbre digging into your drawer now.

Lamont: Two thousand and three, yeah.

DePue: Two thousand three.

Lamont: Two thousand and three, yes.

DePLe: Thatds a .pretty heavy

Lamont: One of those going away things you get.

DePue: épaper weight.

Lamont: Yes. And you see how much use | get out of it (DePue laughs).

DePue: Do you know when that happened and the background for why they made that
change?

Lamont: | have some idea. In conversations with Governor Edgar, at the time, who was

elected governor at the same election, it was propaséanay have been
even proposed previously but not acted upon in the legislature. But the
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proposal came to the lefature to move it from an elected position to an
appointed position.

| questioned why you want to do that, and | had a conversation with
Governor Edgar. Privately, he said he was taking a fair amount of pressure
from his party because they had notwod.dt usual ly three seas
two years,forasty ear term. There are nine memb
three, three and three every two years. The Republicans had not won for the
last two elections, | believe. Since he was the governor, thegrpedithe

governor make appointments. | had a di
sure you want to do this?0 He says, dl
cané We might get a better quality of
simply political folks and, maybe, even nafums being put on the board. He

said, AMy intention is to make the app

Did you have any problems with him saying that?

No, | disagreed with him (both laugh). I felt it waspaopriate if the body

body meaning the nominating peapldid what they should do and look to

that effect as wellgood people, solid people, alumhsh at 6 d Althoeight i n e
do agree with him, it should be a npalitical board, as far as the action that

you take in policy decisions. So we agreed to disagree on that.

It sounds | i ke sometime during the tin
up through January of 2009 is when that change occurred.

Yes. And he reappointed me.
How many board members are there?

There are nine, but now theyobéve added
each campus: Urbana, Chicago, and Springfield, of which, as | recall, one of

them will get a vote. All three of them do not get votess Tame about

probably four, five, six years into my tenure. Student activist sought positions

on the board because they didnoét think
from the studentsd perspective on son

| actuallydisagree with that as well, because we always brought
students in to speak to us, in essence, in a hearing situation, to hear what their
thoughts were on any major policy decisions we were going forward with. |
di dndét particularky &dmeeowi shrae whadte
to bring them.

| always felt there was one reason the students were on one side of the
desk and teachers were on the other side of the desk. One was to teach them
knowledge. The student is learning and lacks, | fethesof the experience
necessary to make some of the decisions. But hey, that was just my opinion. |
wasnb6t too overly concerned one way ofr
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DePue: That harkens back to the 1960s and t he

Lamont: Itall soundsgoodp ut | wasnodt sure at the ti me,
the table, other than their thoughts as a student, which we appreciated. |
thought we were able to gather their positions in other ways.

DePue: Was the president of the university part of thardpor did he attend board
meetings?

Lamont: Oh, yes. Oh, yes.
DePue: A voting member?

Lamont: No. Jim Edgar, the governor, is-eXicio and can come and vote if he wishes
to. And, I think, for the first ever, Governor Edgar did come to one of our
medings and vote. There was some controversy going on, with regard to the
selection of the chairéno, selection o
lllinois Chicago, and there were some differences of opinion. As | recall, we
were having tie votes, or s@thing was going on that we either had someone
who was ill and coul dndét attendé Actua
our members, so | think we only had eight at the time. There was no student
trustee at that time. It became somewhat controvetdialieve it involved
Paula Wolfe, if that name rings a bé#l?

DePue: It does.

Lamont: There was a lot of lobbying going on by a variety of people to various trustees
from external sources, of who should be the chancellor. My personal feeling
was thes@eople should not be involved in the selection process. It became
publ i c. Next thing you know youbre rea
column in theSun TimesThere was front page stories going on. Paula Wolfe,
in her own right, was a very wdthown and active person in Chicago and
married to a very influential Republican. There was some concerns about that
because she did not have experience, as | recall, as a previous academician in
administrative capacity.

DePue: She was the candidate for the pasift
Lamont: She was candidate, who applied for it.
DePue: She had been Governor Thompsonds polic

28 paula Wolff was the former head of Governor Jim Thompson's program policy staff-dirdator of

Governor James Edgardés transition team,iltheliobofbecame t |
chancellor of the University of lllinois at Chicago. Though Wolff had strong support from both governors, as

well as Chicago Mayor, Richard M. Daley, the position was awarded to UIC vice chancellor James Stukel in

1991. (https://www.chicageader.com/chicago/whedraid-of-paulawolff/Content?0id=877632)
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Lamont: Correct.
DePue: efourteen years.
Lamont: Right, and Paula was a good person. Whether or not she should be chancellor,

that was the question. There were other good candidates before us. It just was
a little unseemly, in that there were external forces lobbying to fill that
position.

DePue: It sounds like one of the most important roles that the board of trustees has is
selection of new chancellors, new presidents.

Lamont: The president and the chief administrative officers of the university, sure.

DePue: What other roles did the Board of Trustbese?

Lamont: Webre a policy making body and not an
remi nded, ADo not get too deep into th
operates. (DePue laughs) You make the policy; just let the administrators do
their jobtbaObsenttmens | ine that gets

DePue: Who was it that was telling you those kinds of things?

Lamont: Wedre all educated as to what our rol e
administrators, and we had a wonderful secretary to the Board of Trustees.
DePuet 6m trying to recall her name.

Lamont: Yes, Michelle Thomson, she was great, PhD, dactor

DePue: A professor at one of the universities?

Lamont: No, she was a secretary to the board and had been for many, many years and
fortunately was still there when | | ef

a former state Senator, Woods Bowman. He was a professor himself.

DePue: | understand that somewdeeduring this tenure you became the chairman of
the board?

Lamont: | did become the chair, rather early in my tenure. Another controversy.arose

DePue: Once again, looking at the paperwork.

Lamont: (laughs) Yes. | became chair in 1992, the first tinne, lawas the newest

person on the board with the least experience. But there was some controversy

as to who should be the chair. It became pretty political, and again, a little

anxiety among a lot of the board members as to who was going to be the
chair.Qurlongt i me chair had passed away; tha
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So we had eight people on the board, and the question was, who was
going to fill the chair. The chair did not sit in a term. He or she was elected,
annually by the board, but the same person had desnfor quite some
time, as | say, when he rather unexpectedly passed away.

Do you remember his name?

No. No. It was within probably six or seven months of me getting there, so |
probably didndét attend Ghcagbana dozen

| f youdre the newest person on the b
be elected into that position by fellow board members.

No, Nor did I seek it by any means.
inexperiencedand two people were nominated. They were nominated by

party; one came from the Republican side; one came from the Democrat side.
Having only eight people, there was split votes, two or three different split

votes, in successive monthly meetings. | beliéeesuniversity president was
getting a |little exasperated because
chairman of the board.

Was that Stan Ikenberry at the tirfie?

It was Stan Ikenberry, yes. There was some controversy, but | never
paticipated, nor did | ever push to be nominated. What transpired was, one

night 1 got a call from Governor Edg
controversy behind us. We shoul dnot
the front page of thedhicagg Tribune It looks like this is a political board,

and the board doesnét really act pol

the wrong message to people out ther

~

He said, i e had a conveswytio

| 6v n
unhappy with the situation and doesn
from his own personal standpoint. o |
AYou have to be the new chair.o | sa
about? Ihadamdétl daitd, AWhy would you
He says, Al déve talked to my members

< -

far (both |l augh), and they believe
willing to accept it, | will see that you wiglet votes from the Republican
side.o | said, Al have to have that
person who was being nomi n-fotréedtwa® bec

29 Stanley O. Ikenberrgborn March 3, 1935) is an American academic who served as the fourteenth president
of the University of lllinois. Ikenberry was responsible for a major consoliddtmiokrsity campuses and new
student initiatives(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanley_O._lkenbérry
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nomi nations. That was Ken Boyle, my fr
needs to talk with him, and | 06d prefer

Anyway, |l donodt know what all trans
tal ked. | said, fAKen, theyob6reéldm goin
prepared to withdra W’)cagrédzeNeBeadtcdmovenYeah
this on. o

Was it a fousfour split along party lines?
As | recall.
In a nonpolitical body?

Actually, I think it went both ways.
t hink t heyorelthnkthey weresohly thrde ®émodratsnihe
fourth Democrat had died. And the Republicans dominated the board, but one
of the Republicans voted for Boyle; they were very close.

That was during an era when Republicans were doing fairly welltevstie
elections.

Yes.
How long did you serve as chairman?

| served one year because when | was e
was some controversy at the election t
as it should hee been. But, it required me voting for myself.

At my first meeting, I said, fAWe ne
happen again. | am going to serve for one year, and | will not seek reelection.
|l think everybody on t hildavétbedeast 6 s c ap a

experience, but I dm going to try to pu
remember if | said one year or two years, but | believe, | said one year at the
ti me. I said, AAnd then we need to bri
succession.i hi nk it should rotate. o

| argued that it should rotate onatywee ar basi séwel |l , wh

was up. | argued then that it should be at least ayao tenure, that it should

be expected that the incoming chair should serve two years, because it takes
you some time to figure out your role and the administrative processes and
how to handle the agenda, all the various things that go into being a chair of a
multi-billion dollar operation of three campuses and 20,000 employees.

Was this a paid pasdn?

Oh, no (laughs).
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So, it wasnodot ev.en a full time positio

It was a detrimental position, trust me, (DePue laughs) on your pay because

itdéds very time consuming, more time coO
[from] Chicagoor suburban Cook County or the five counties surrounding

Cook County. Ken Boyle and | were the only two downstaters. Being close to

the university, when the university wanted somebody to be over there for an

event, speech, an introduction to somebody @l$gpically fell to my honor

to be able to do that. And most of it was an honor to be able to do it. But it

was time consuming.

Did you get reimbursed for travel and those kind of expenses?
Well , major travel .drilnguw Ckhmpaign. get r ei mb
Where were the board meetings?

They alternated between campuses. We usually had eleven meetings a year

and didnoét have one in August. Typical
Urbana. The remainder would be in Chicagd, t hough we i mmedi al
When we eventually took in Sangamon State to become the University of

lllinois at Springfield, we believed we had to have at least one meeting a year

on the Springfield campus, so we added that.

That kind of sets us up fdie one big change that | wanted to address with
you. 1061l set this up by saying that
nationwide, and in the State of 111
memory, the Republicans controlled both the lllinois stoand the lllinois

Senate, which allowed the Republicans to make some significant changes, one
of them being that Governor Edgar had some specific things in mind for
educational refor m. I 61l turn it over
terms of he university system?

1
no

The University of lllinois is a little bit different, since we have our own board

of trustees. But the other state unive
di fferent governing boar dme oufthenni ver si
they would have.

Board of Regents and the Board of Governors.

The Board of Governors, right. So we d
making or, to my knowledge, even a position on what Governor Edgar
believed he shoulddodnhat . We di dndét participate

the legislature, as an institution. But among those changes was the University

of lllinois Board of Trustees going from an elected to an appointed board. |

dondét believe we a dhhtiche. tthinkthey tameltean t t r u
to four years later, as | recall.
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Was that the time that Sangamon State University is going to transition to
become the University of lllinois Springfield?

It was definitely durdinmg oGo vseurrreo rt hEad g a
was part of the reform. 't may wel |l h a
experience with that situation was, again, receiving a call from Governor

Edgar and asking that | come and meet with him, and he expressed the desire,

an interest, that Sangamon State change.

It was not being well received in the academic arena. There was some
guestion. It wasndét growing. 't didnodot
mandate when Sangamon State was <create
Southern lllinois University has expressed a strong interest in absorbing
Sangamon State. | O06m not sure thatods th
University of lllinois is within ninety miles of it. It would seem to be a better
fit for..."

Thi s i s what Edgardés saying to you?

Yes. He said, Al would Iike you to de
fell ow trustees, youbre thoughts on t
Sangamon State. In my opinion that was his preference. He qusitthit was

more logical.

t
h

We looked at it. We agreddwe, being the administration and the
board agreed that if somebody was going to absorb Sangamon State and
have a presence in the State Capital, it should be the University of lllinois. So
we went forwad in that direction.

Members of the Urbana faculty di
wasnodét a universal agreement from t
current reputation of Sangamon State and its academic standing and, | think,
the fear tlt it would just take a lot of funding away from the Urbana campus
and that did we really need another piece of a liberal arts colletych was
primarily what Sangamon State Wasinety miles away from our historic
campus. So they weprosppcbt exci ted about

dno
he

| suspect some of that had to do with the origins and the design of Sangamon
State in the first plac.e. I't wonodot tak

twasatwey ear i nstitution, called a fAsenic
as a experiment, was located near a community college [Lincoln Land

Community College] campus. The first two years were to be on that

community college and then to move forward to the senior school, which was
Sangamon State. We would not take it as aye@rinstitution. It had to

conform to a.
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So Sangamon State, two years or University of Illinois Springfield, a
traditional fouryear university.

Yes.

With mastersd program. And, | think
programs.

| think we had some
Maybe not.
Not sure at that time that they did.

Youdre probably right on that. Was
have oversight over Eastern [lllinois University], Southern [lllinois
University], Western [lllinois University], Northern [lllinois University],

SIUE [Southern Illinois University East], Illinois State [University], all these
others?

There was discussi on. 't wasnodot deep

was reformation going on within the academic community, there was
discussion of the University of lllinois absorbing, becoming more a system at
that time, and taking the schoolaitloffered doctoral programs.

Southern was always going to stay by itself because it had its own
Board of Trustees. lllinois State University and Northern lllinois University,
at that time, were the only two others that had doctoral programs. So there was
some discussion of whether or not we, as an institution, should move in that
direction as well. This was as we were getting ready to take and absorb
Sangamon State.

We thought that was a step too far for us to take at that time, without
some real longerm planning and budgeting and all the other issues that might
come to bear. We didndot want to do
University of California, with fifteen different campuses or SUNY, New
York, State University of New York.

Werethere any unexpected challenges once the changes were made,
especially with the Sangamon State?

Yes, because Sangamon State had a unionized faculty. Neither our Chicago or
Urbana campus had a unionized faculty. President Ikenberry and others were
adamantly opposed to bringing in a union faculty, even if it was just with one
campus. They wanted to be uniform in how they worked with their faculty.

Now, we had unions and certainly nfatulty unions. In fact, | think
we exceeded, at that time, ovdtyfidifferent locals, since we had hospitals
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and nurses and service employees and [@fEle union is a hotel in
Champaigd things of that nature, teamsters, you name it, electricians; we
had them all. But faculty they felt was different. There was somgtique

how that was going to play out.

| think, essentially, it was reached that it would go to a vote of the
faculty of whether or not they wanted to become unionized. The vote was to
beall the university faculty, including each campus. Given the nundfers
faculty at Champaigturbana and in Chicago, they roundly defeated a vote to

unionize. So it was not, and thatoés ho
Herebds another contentious i ssue, | be
there. Thisis the kind ofthingh at you dondét necessaril:"
youdre in the midst of i1t, Chief I1 i n
Oh, yes. A very controversial issue, which took time, almost, in every single
meeting. One of things | put into plac
into place as a changeand some of this came from the administration as
welld is we need to allow time for public input in our meetings.

So we set aside time, every trustee

speak. All we required was, they give us notoe, typically, what the topic
was to be, and allotted of therraxnount of time. | think our only other rules
were, we would not engage in debate with them. They were to come, make
their point, and leave.

This was dominated for so long by folks who widlie see Chief
llliniwek go away, those who saw the chief as a racist symbol, as a mascot,
things of that nature. It was being driven by a small minority faculty at the U
of I. Actually, | think there was only two or three people, but they were very
significant in their organization of anthief. It got to the point we would have
demonstrations that would erupt during our meetings and became very
disruptive. It became quite a distraction, all the time. It became national. It
was part of a national movemaettd away with Native American symbols, if
they were seen to be racist in how they were used.

| personally did not believe it was racist at all, nor did we believe that
he was a mascot. Originally the Native Americans did not either, as even the
outfit tha Chief Illini wore was presented to us by the chief of the Lakota
Sioux in a very moving ceremony. It went back many, many years. We
believed the chief demonstrated courage, leadership, bravery, things of that
nature.

By the time we were involved, therabol of the chief was only

authorized on certain types of merchan

hear , nWel | |, it was on t oi-lhenotbyoarper
authority. If we ever found things like that, we sought to haveribked. The
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student chief was always required to go live on a reservation and truly learn
some Native American ways.

DePue: |l s that something thatoés supposed to h
Lamont: Yeah.
DePue: Not in school?
Lamont: However it happened. | thk if you speak to anybody, previous chiefs, | think
that was still the case during our time. We saw our chief as much different
than, say, the Florida State chief, th

with a flaming spear and throw it down. Ourefinever appeared, except at
half-time at a game, did a dance, a dance that was a legitimate, Indian dance
that he was taught.

Anyway, this continued over years and years, and some people were
just convinced that, no matter what, it had to be harmfiliaiive Americans.
Well, we reached out to Native Americans. We reached out to why was
different in Florida, Florida Seminoles, the South Dakota State Sioux and
things like that, all of whom had Native American symbols. We learned that,
because theyweremont ract with the tribesé The
organi zation. The Dakota Sioux, therebo
governance. Seminoles in particular, there was a contract in which they
received money.

Behind the scenes, | think there werfew other things (DePue
laughs), like they might get their electricity shut off in their casino, among
other things. But we donét know i f any
know there was an agreement with tribal elders.

So, we looked around for oheritage. The lllini Indians were
nomadic, we were advised. We all knew this anyway, through our own
history. They were nomadic and were not nearly in an organized fashion as
these other tribes. The best we could find was remnants of the Illini on a
Oklahoma | believe it was Oklahon@areservation, who did have an
organi zed body. They didndét particul ar
were an off shoot. It went to a vote down there. They saw nothing wrong with
what we were doing and how our chief wasgd. They thought it was a good
thing.

Well, guess what? There were some Native American Associations at
that time, one in particular that, in my opinion, was being organized for more
pecuniary reasons, to make money and who appeared at our meetingga co
of times. As | recall, at least one or two of the principals involved in that
association had been either convicted felons or had been involved in issues at
say, Wounded Knee, otherwise, but seemed to be more interested in speaking

71



Thomas Lamont VRT-A-L-2018004.05

fees than actuallpromoting Native American intere§tThey became a
strong voice in pushing the amief activists at the university.

DePue: Did the issue ever come up to a vote by the student body?

Lamont: Frankl vy, | dondot recall

DePue: Do you have a sense how thedsint body felt about the issue?

Lamont: We reached out to the student representatives, and typically the response was

favorable for the chief. We were swamped with letters of support from alumni
and alumni groups. However, the university began condualinggs.

It became known that, from about late eighties, early nineties, the trend
among our alumni was neutral or chang
guestions were put to them, Alf the ¢
racist symbol, thenmagb i t 6s ti me for him to go. o
time were adamantly opposed to the chief going, but the trend was clearly
moving to doing away with the chief.

i
h

DePue: How was the issue eventually resolved?

Lamont: | was gone by then. But we held numeroesetings. We brought in people.
We tried to accommodate everyone here, as you typically do in a university
(both laugh). We brought in Native American speakers. We brought in a
Native American psychologist, who lived on a reservation. He was a
psychologis for the reservation, the reservation school kids. He was a strong
promoter of the chief, as a symbol of bravery, character. His stories were, we
have the highest incidence of fetal alcoholism, one thing after another on
Indian, Native American reservatic'cs. He sai d, fAThey need
to. Our Native American children need to see that there are folks out there
who dondét just work in casinos. They n
Americans in a more approprindedve way. 0
keep the chief.

That didnodt -f2Dyearold kid bn camgusycould @are
|l ess or paid no attention to that. The
were determined; dondét confuse us by t
assistane and help and guidance.

Then the NCAA National Collegiate Athletic Associatiogpt
involved. They all start figuring out how to do this. So the NCAA got
involved. Well, first it was the Assoc

30 TheWounded Kneélassacre was a domestic massacre of several hundred Lakota Indians, mostly women
and children, by soldiers of the United States Army tltcatirred on December 29, 1890, near Wounded Knee
Creek on the Lakota Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakttayihg a botched attempt to disarm the
Lakota camp. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki’/Wounded_Knee_Massacre)
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association, | believié¢ was. You go through an accreditation every so many
years; every school goes through this. They sent a delegation that wanted to
also talk about the chief, because they believed it might interfere with our
academic mission, if this was seen as intolerab our campus.

| and one other trustee appeared before that group and thought we
would have an honest discussion and debate. [It] did not work out that way. |
brought videos of how the chief was used, of how he danced, the purpose of
that dance and sun. But it was over the moment we walked in. They made it
very clear that they werendét going to
threaten our accreditation. | want to say they even gave us some time of when
to resolve the i snywag thatWwad aprablemd. qui t e s u

Then it went toé Somehow it got i nv
NCAA at that time, the president of that was a former president of a
university, actually he was an lowa Hawkeye, as | recall. They had their own
committee thatlookedt symbol i c gestures. We ar gt
it was a symbol. They didnét see the d
that then we could not be considered for regional or sectional tournaments in
our sports, which is a strong move.

Now itds getting real serious.

Ultimatelyé This is about the time whe
So, | never voted on it. But we all saw where it was going, and we all saw we

had little chance. In fact, when the NCAA committee made itsi#s on

this and determinations, they even said we had to away with the term,
Afighting 11 1lini.o

We had to tell them the name had nothing to do with Native
Americans. We had papers from after World War | [that] said it was named
after our lllini who wentand died in World War $* Memorial Stadium was
named after them, and the first reference to a fighting lllini came right after
Worl d War | . The chief didnét come i nt
They finally said, AOhdi chapybergatoze i1
no. You already had your mind made up. Anyway, the actual decision of the
chief going away and the formal vote took place after | left.

There are just a couple of things that | discovered, doing some research here:
In 1995, the U.S. Department of Education found that the chief did not

violate Native American student rights. That same year, the lllinois State
Legislature actually passed a bill, making it the official symbol. Do you
remember what Governor Edgar did in thapezs?

31 Over 11,000 veterans returned to Urb&t@ampaign campus following t#orld War L Of the 20,276 Illini
who had served in the war, 738 were killéhttps://archives.library.illinois.edu/slc/research
education/timeline/1940949)
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Lamont: Yes, at our request, our recommendation, he vetoed it. Did he veto it?
DePue: Yeah, amendatory veto.
Lamont: Yeah, did an amendatory veto. We felt policies involving universities should

remain within the board, decisions. It should not begsslative decision.

DePue: To close this subject, on February 16,2000 ng after youydre ou
Lawrence Eppley, who, | think, was the chairman of the Board of Trustees at
the time..

Lamont: Yes.

DePue: €i ssued a wuni | athiefilliaivek.r ul i ng, retiring

Lamont: That d be about right.

DePue: | just want to throw this in here; | had the opportunity to interview one of the
Chief 111liniweks, who was do.*hg the da

Lamont: Tom Livingston.

DePue: éwho was aeamésoftrBdgl ai des.

Lamont: Yes.

DePue: He was immensely proud of the opportunity to do that. Any final comments

about your experiences on the Board of Trustees?

Lamont: No. It was a wonderful experience. | think | grew considerably in my own
personal lifel, to this day, still value the university and what it meant, both as
a student and later in life as a trustee. | think very, very highly of the

university, whatoés its meant both econ
economic engine, no matter vitemnybody will tell you. It is what guides us in
research, its mission being aé What do

name of those schools?.A
DePue: A land-grant college?

Lamont: é | a-grdnt college, which has a community mission as well. But the
exposure, to me personally, of the issues and policies and concerns and
problems, I think have impacted me a great deal.

|l think youol |l hear some of this wh
assistant secretary of the Army. Some questions that had beempait

2See Tom Livingstoneds oral history at the Abraham Li
https://www?2.illinois.gov/alplm/library/collections/OralHistory/illinoisstatecraft/edBages/LivingstonTom.as

pPX
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afterwards were, AWhat prepared you to
AWhat in |ife made you qualified to as
and by far the modtwas my i nvol vement with the U

go into more detail whewe come to that.

Did this whet your appetite or change your attitude about possibly running for
elective office in the future?

Not particularly. Yeah, did | have an interest and thought about it. But | had
young children. Our children came late in life. My wife had a significant
position. | had no real interest in local politics, or perhaps | knew they had no
interest in me (botfaugh) because it was a very Republican area. | actually
was approached, on one or two occasions, to consider running for Congress.

Redistricting seemed to be going on all the time, and | actually looked
into it to see if it was somethingwe reallywanted do. Theydéd car
Springfield into a couple of different districts, and | was in a district which
was being represented by Bob Michaels, out of Peoria. The district ran, |
believe, all the way to Quincy.

Bob Michaels was retiring when he lost haspion to Newt Gingrich,
[who] forced him out of his leadership position. Bob Michaels was going to
retire. His chief of staff was Ray LaHood; he was going to run. | knew
not hing about Ray LaHood, but | al so Kk
County and thoseounties over there, | was familiar with the Quincy area and
thought | might get some Democratic support out of what piece of Sangamon
County that was in that district.

|l thought, |l téds doable. Given a f ai
voting populaibn in Peoria, | thought, we might have a shot at this,
particularly with a new person coming in, running from the Republican side,
without the legacy of Bob Michaels.

| actually had a conversation with Governor Edgar on this. He pointed
out é he s p@rablem with thais you might win, and then do you really
want to go to Washington? Do you want to be like Dick Durbin, on a plane
every Thursday night and Friday morning and then every Monday mothing?
Would you take your family with you? Would Bridgétve to give up her job
as director of the state library? You need to consider what you want (DePue
laughs) to do if you might actually win and just go out there and have to raise
money every two years. o

33 Richard Joseph Durbis an American attorney and politician who was elected to the United States House of
Representatives in 1982, representing the Springfiakkd 20 congressional district. In 1996, he won election

to the U.S. Senateyhere he novgenesas the senior United States Senator from lllinois. He has been the
Senate Democratic Whip since 20Q&ttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dick_Durbin
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Was Governor Edgar talking to you as arfdeor as a Republican?

No, he was talking to me as a friend; | took that as a friend. | appreciated his
advice and counsel and took it into deep consideration and ultimately decided
not to do it. | was pretty happy with where | was at the uniyeraitd | was

very busy in the National Guard, had a lot of balls up in the air. Between that
and soccer practices and things like that, | thought, Family considerations has
to come first.

| want to backtrack just a little bit here and ask you abaatthing you did, |
believe, in 1992. | understand that you were a delegate to the Democratic
Convention?

| was. Oh yes, that was good. The way that came about was, for the

presidential election of 1992, in that previous summer, there were arpenum

of folks seeking the Democratic nomination. There was to be rally and debate

of the top three nominees, those seeking nomination, in Chicago, being hosted

by the state Democratic Party. So, all the elected state officials, of course,

were invited. |, leing an elected state official at that time, went and attended

the gathering. It was a huge conventi o
huge conference, a dinner is what it was, big reception. The top three

candidates, being Bill Clinton, a Senatarfr Nebraska, the former [U.S.

Navy] SEAL...

Yeah, I canot remember hi s name.

Whatever his name was. There was a third. Anyway, all appeared and spoke at
the conference. Afterwards there was a private reception for state electeds and
countychairs and things like that, so it was a much smaller gathering, maybe
fifty, sixty people.

During that conversation, | struck up a discussion with Bill Clinton.
We talked about our days. | worked as an assistant attorney general at the time
hewhenhewa an attorney general in Arkansa
general s6 meeting at one convention in
previously but didndét know each other.
exchanged cards.

But he said, would | consideeing a delegate, running as a delegate
for him? | said yes. Between the three, at that time, that were announced
candidates, | liked him. Nobody else asked me, and | knew the likelihood of
being elected was not very good, because typically your locales¢tated
officials and municipal and county and state reps, they all tended to run on the
side of the person who was going to win.

Was this before or after all the controversy started to emerge about his dealing
with women in Arkansas?
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Oh,om there wasno6été At this time, there
the opposition research hadndot got the
he had reached out to all those public

them said no, becaudeely were all holding out for the guy who they believed
was eventually going to get the nomination in their mind. That was [Governor
Mario] Cuomo out of New York. They kept waiting for him to come out.
Cuomo had been in Springfield; he spoke at the Rodseireiers; he was
making the rounds.

But he wasndét one of the people that n

No, he wasnodét one of the people that n
Demuzio, Senator DemuzidHe sai d, @A No, | 6m waiting
gettingonthéd al | ot f or Clinton. o0 Next thing
fixed, and Cuomo doesndt come out.

Clinton had emerged then as a more popular figure in lllinois. So the
Clinton delegates won, from this congr
became aelegate, which | loved. | was in New York City.

Madison Square Gardens.
Yes.
Any special memories of that?

Just in how it all works, some of the
morning and like at a breakfast gatheringhaf tllinois delegation. We would

have different party officials come in and give some rah, rahs, or talking

points of where the Democratic Party was going and our themes and things

like that. There was some pretty prominent folks, as | recall, came infe¥ou
youdre in some pretty tall cotton. Of
begin with [for] some folks from Central lllinois. | enjoyed the whole

atmosphere. It was good.

| would imagine high energy, high level of enthusiasm.

Very much so. And (laughsyhat | likedt her eds speci al recep
parties going on all the time. But there was a particular place that was open

24/7 for all state elected officials. It was free food and drink (DePue laughs).

It was across from my hoteh another hotel, a huge suite. | went over there a
couple of ti mes. |l t6d be state governo
and theybéd say, AWho are you? Are you

34Vince Demuzigfrom Gillespie, lllinois,was a Democratic member of the lllinois Senate from January 1975
until his death in April 2004. During his time in the Senate, he represented various portions of southwestern
lllinois. At the time of his death, he was the mostigemember of the lllinois Senate.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vince_Demugio
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said, ANo, (laughs) UmuvtesidynwWhat?Pl
you doing in here?0 16d say, AWedbre s
because | had a little tag that had the right ribbon on it, that said | was a state
elected. So, yeah, | enjoyed all that.

W
t

Did Bridgett have a chande go with you?

No, she could not because of our children.

So you just had to come back and tell her all these stories, huh?
Oh, yeah. | did.

Let me change gears on you again and ask you about your National Guard
careerYouore now working at the state hea
while.

Correct.

| wanted to know if there were any special issues that you were working with
during the 1990s and early 2000s?

Well, of course the most importami@was Desert Storm, which came into
being in 1992, | believe, when the original George H. W. Bush

Ni neteen ninetyé It started in 1991,

Ninety one, something like that. As you recall, there were five ansixths
building towards the invasion. It became very serious business for all of us.

Really the first time the National Guard and Reserves had been mobilized to
that level sincehe Korean War.

CertainlytothatlevelAnd t hey wmobilized i that Ewelenn

Korea, more so than Vietnam, certainly. But it became very serious, and we

knew we had people going. So, as Army lawyer, our job was to prepare
soldiers to go and to fight and to con
tobep eparedétheir family to be prepared

We were norstop in teaching, instructing on the law of war, which in
essence comes down to treatment of prisoners; who can be in the fight; who
do you shoot and who youthemgthidggsofshoot ;
that nature. Although that sounds pret
and treatment of prisoners and so on.

Then we had to get them ready to go, which means preparing their
wills and powers of attorney and explaining whatta@ meant to them.
Particularly to eighteen, nineteen,tweggaro | d6s, thi s meant n
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them. They either werendét married or s
everything I éve got. o Well, you need t
ma ried and had a young child, the purg
distribute your estate; it may be to prepare someone for the custody of your

child.

We had more than few young women and men who were single
parents. They have to have a custodiméament for someone to care for their

child. 1t candét just be, AOh well , my
going to thake htmcan®h work | ike that.
determineé We had to explain and advi s
necessary documents to place a child in

overseas. They had to be able to get that child medical treatment, to have the
authority to do |l ots of things in that

Then we would do their powers of attorney, towltheir spouses
oré As | said, many of our young troup
some assets, or there needs to be some reason why they have a power of
attorney. That could even be a health care attorney. It encompassed
everything. If they were wanded and on life support, did somebody have the
power of attorney to handle their health care needs or sell their car while they
were gone or sell their house? So, we prepared it both for the spouses or any
other person they named.

These were legal docuents that we had to meet with every single
soldier going over and work through this. Oftentimes, we have to bring in the
wives so there would be some agreement

know, I think it shoul d kletoyouy sister;lst er . 0
think my mytrimet her iNo{ DePue | aughs) Nun
di sagreements, because theydédd never th

So, preparing wills and powers of attorney, and of course, you always

had ot her unus ulUL Mpaoouthlatecisnmgo,weekslafteg ot a

|l m shipping out. What am | supposed t
those processes. Al 6m in the process o
|l 611l I ose my child. o0 These 6csomé eerdrss We
was incumbent upon us to work with the
going on. Al &dm in the middle of a | aws
AHow wi | | Il get my job back? I f I | os e

educating them oreemployment rights.

Then we found, after they were gone, we were educating employers on
the employment rights of the soldiers. We found some of the very worst
examples were federal government agencies, the post office being number
one. Theytoi dndoe waem back. They said,
| eave that job open. So we hired someb
these people wouldndét work out. Theyod
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their lawyers taught them how to discipline these feujhen they returned,

or find another reason for eliminating them, other than their required military
service, that was a constant fight with the U. S. Department of Labor and
things like that. We were very busy.

Yeah, youbr e muairythisjotson & drill wedkand, orjcauas t
month, and youdre not in a deployable
headquarters. What status were you on when you were doing all this work,

and how much time were spending doing that job?

Wewouldbebroght oné We woul dnét be in a Ti
although we did do some Title 10 activities because anytime you get the feds

to pay for us®Thviesr swass ntohte jsutsatt eder i | | w
means.

But you weren6ét mobilized, were you?
No, not federal mobilization, no. We n

state mobilization. The state would get reimbursed, | think, is the way it was
working.

The invasion happened in August. By th
ad December, thatodés when a | ot of thes
1990. Was that the timeframe when you were spending more and more time

doing that job?

During the whole time period, yes. Plus, things would come up with our
deployed soldiersdrk here. You started getting calls from family members

and wives and, AWhat do | do about thi
mobilized, theyod6re in the Army; theyor
heath care is provi deldeohagpodtkheyliveimmy . B u
Chat ham, Il i nois or el sewher e. Wel | ,

Army dental care and health care? Do | have to drive them to St. Louis, to a
federal VA facility? Those kind of questions came up routinely.

How rewarding was it to be doing this kind of work?

It was very rewarding because you really felt you were helping people out
who were going through some very difficult circumstances, knowing their
spouse or child or loved one or brother was overnseagsombat arena.

How many lawyers did the Guard have at that time?

35 Title 10 of the United States Code outlines the role of armed forces in the United States Code. It provides the
legal basis for the roles, missions and organization of efitte services as well as the United States
Department of Defenséhttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Title_10 of the United_States Cpde

80



Thomas Lamont VRT-A-L-2018004.05

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

| want to say we had about five.
Enough work to keep all five busy?

Oh, yeah. | want to say we brought in some reservists to try to help us, but that
d i dam@ys work out. They were doing their own thingdaddational

Guard versus Reser¥ebecause reservists were getting called up left and

right. Our Guard lawyers would only go, typically, if they were battalion or
brigade JAGs. They would go with their units

It was a very short war. By February, March of nirety it was pretty much
all over. Then the troops start coming back home. Did your workload drop off
dramatically, or were there still a lot of things to be done once they returned?

Ther ed6s al ways a fair amount of things
whether or not somebody had forgotten to turn in a weapon they had picked
up (laughs) off an enemy or so on, so forth.

Souvenirs are always a big thing for soldiers.

Theycame back to findé The wife might h:
might not have been his and vice versus, all kinds of family and things of that

nature, plus the reemployment concerns were a big problem, getting their jobs

back.

How about the yea beyond that, once we got the Desert Storm behind us?
The operationsd tempo for the Guard in

And the tempo stayed reasonably high. We never reverted back to the post
Vietnam days, in terms of training and effort and tlgpirements put upon
the Guard. We all agreed this was for the better.

One of the things that caused some angst during this period, theorate

1990s, in the lllinois National Guard, especially the Army National Guard,

was the situation with thehief of staff at the time, Colonel Jim Burgess. |

dondédt know how much youdre able or wil
to, at least, bring up the subject.

As a JAG | was assisting him on the military defense side. He was charged
with a,as | recall, a federal criminal offense, so he had his private attorneys
for that. But for his counsel, within the military side, | was one of his lawyers.
So, obviously | have a conflict in lawyelient relationship.

What was the nature of the ¢has?

It involved womenémaybe |lying to the F
discrimination, sexual harassment on female civilian employees, things of that
nature? | donot Know. I donot recal | |
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know there some federal investigations going on. | believe lying to the FBI

was one. Of courseé What do you calll [
person is involved with a younger female. That was an issue, although most of
these were not military. They wece&/ilian employees, but still he had his

own issues within the UCMJ (Uniform Code of Military Justice).

DePue: This would certainly be one of the issues that you, as a JAG officer, would be
talking and advising the various adjutants general, who servewdhat
timeframe, was that

Lamont: We had the divide, up within our legal unit. Somebody had to represent the
command and advise the adjutant general. Somebody had to then work with
the various defendants in this. There are more than one that ghvieid\on
the military side. Then you have stovepipe and wall off discussions with the
guy sitting at the desk next to you, perhaps, because our interests, legal
i nterest s, ®THatdmade it a little difficati Yduecan imagine
what was going aawithin the higher headquarters out there too, when the
chief of staff is under federal indictment.

DePue: | would imagine it affects the morale of the organization.
Lamont: Sure, it does. Sure it does.
DePue: | just want to ask you if you have any retiensd 1 dondét necessar.i
you havé for the series of adjutants general that you would have worked
wi t h. Letds start with Gener al Harry F
Lamont: | did not have a lot to do with him, and | was very young atithe, a first

lieutenant and then a captain. | had good respect for him, high respect for him,
for what dealings | had with him, which were minimal.

He was, |l 6m told, as | recall, some
Governor Thompson because he cameof Chicago and was the first Air
Guard blue suiter to become head of the lllinois National Gtigktthat
time, the number of Army National Guardsmen far exceeded, and still does,
the number of Air National Gutar d. I th
2,000, 3,000, something of that nature.

DePue: The next one is General Don Linn, 1991 to 1995, so he was there about that
timeframe that we just talked about.

36 Stovepipes a metaphorical term that recalls a stovepipe's function as an isolated vertical conduit, and has
been use, in the context of intelligence, to describe several ways in which raw intelligence information may be
presented without proper contextttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stovepipifg

37 A blue-suiter isa military officer wearing the blue Clagsuniform.
(http://www.combat.ws/S4/MILTERMS/WPOSLANG.HTM)
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| knew General Linn quite well and worked with him. | believe he had been
the assistamdjutant general. | worked with him in the building quite often. |
thought he did an excellent job. | thought he was a very good leader that got
us through the Desert Storm situation well. He handled that well and all the
internal turmoil within his heaguarter staff.

Next one is General Dick Austin, 1995
come up through the political system in Springfield, | believe.

Yes, he did. I did not know him, other than his reputation on the political side.
Of course, we all knew him within the Guard. Did not know him all that well
in the Guard because he did not train at state headquarters. He was in another

unitthat, Ibeliee , trai ned at the state ar mory.
military interaction with him. As | say, | knew him more, somewhat, from the
| ocal political situation. I didndt kn

There were any number of issues that cameuningl his tenure that
didndét reflect as favorably on him as
was very generous with his time with me, and any concerns we had, he
welcomed our input.

General David Harris is the next one, a person who hadttithe legislature
before he had this position, 1999 to 2003.

|l knew Gener al Harris quite wel/ becau
him from his legislative dealingbe was a state representatiBet we

socialized a fair amount when we wereduty. He was the provost marshal, |

think, internally for the National Guard and had White House experience. He

had worked on, | want to say, Presiden
socialized after hours or during AT [Annual Training] and shared af lot
stories. | got to know his family some

him for dinner and times of that nature, not necessarily though, when he was

the adjutant general. Then it was a different relationship. It was far more
formali zedethéh; WwWadohét just there f ol
di dnodot seem

Yeah, t hyeartesn. a f our
éthat | ong.

Of course, the adjutants general are normally a gubernatorial appointee. So, he
probably stepped down in early 2003 bhesma new governor and a new party
came in. That was when Governor Rod Blagojevich was taking over, in 2003.

That would have been the case, right. Colonel Thomas, Randy Thomas, came
in then.

And he was there from 2003 to 2007.
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Lamont: Yes.Frankly, | encouraged Colonel Thomas to seek out that position because,
after General Harris and General Austin, we saw that these positions were
perhaps a little bit more political than they should have been. Then some of us
in the JAG ci elievédeve yndevstoa & litt/aboud how the
politics of the world worked. We decided we were going to help; we would
push someone that we thought would be a good adjutant general.

After Governor Blagojevich was elected, | had a conversation with
ColonelThomas. | knew he was interested; every Colonel wants to be a
general. Thatodéds the Army for you. You
you want to grow. He was interested bu
chance; he didndét Kk n ofiwy caun ynbaoyd yn opto I niatw,c
said, Abut tomorrow afternoon Senator
event. You are from his district.o | t
teacher at the time.

DePue: Librarian, | believe.

Lamont: Both. I think the called him a librarian, but he w&pecial forces, wounded
Special forces from Vietham. He was a good, good commander, brigade
commander. He would be a good solid guy, we thought, to serve in that
capacity. After what we dedknewéhe@uard hr ou gh
was always going to be a player in any contingency operations that the U.S.
was going to get involved in.

So, he [Colonel Thomas] in fact, went with me. We met Senator
Demuzio and introduced him. In later conversation with Denduziod |
knew Senator Demuzio quitew&lh e sai d, fAWhatoés the de
| said, AHow many jobs have you gotten
administration? You got anybody in there? Has he talked to you about
anybody?o

AWhat do you mean ?rsiand what the adjutanfi Do y o u
general of the State of lllinois does? Do you understand the number of
j 0 b sl @ppealed to his political sense. Even though many of these are
federal positions out there, there are some civilian, state positions. | think
t h e rver@Qa0 in the state, not that they are selected politically, but some
things happen, as you can imagine.

| said, ADo you have anybody el se a
positions?0 | said, ATheyobére al/l goi ng
careful. Hereds someone you could pron
even be some other good things come ou

He agreed, approached Blagojevich, who did not have anybody in
mind for that job. Next thing you know, General Thomasésadjutant
general and did a great job, to my knowledge.
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I n 2003 to 2007, I think thatoéds about

| left in 2007, yes.

But | want to ask you the next one, as well, because I think you probably had
a personal relationship
with...

General Enyart.
William Enyart.

Yes. As | say, we all, at
that level then, had
interest in who were to
be our bossebesides
General Thomasind
those who would have a tom Lamont shares a plane ride with his fellow National Guard Legal

desire to take those Officer, William Enyart,in2 008. Enyart | ater became

L. adjutant general.
pOSItIOﬂS. General ! g

Enyart, who worked for me as a JAG, | was his commander. We were good
friends, and | knew he was ambiticarsd had the time and energy to do it,
plus he had another MOS [Military
JAG.

For the National Guard, colonel
unless you are nominated through the National Guard Bureau to take one of
the three, at that time, the three general officer slots as a JAG, the judge
advocate general of the Natior@lard kind of thing. JAGs were not going to
be generals, but he had another MOS, having had prior service right before
college.

He also had the time and the willingness to attend the war college,
because you were not to become a general othéAnigehat time, the rule
was you had to have not only have completed commander general staff, you
had to have been accepted by and attended and completed war college to
make yourself eligible to be a general officer. So, he did; he did all that and
eventually beame, within the Guard, a ostar [senior level commander] in a
nonJAG capacity. That made him, then, eligible to be the adjutant general, if
he wanted to go that far. In the meantime, he wanted to be a general, so he
was able to obtain that.

38 The mission of the National War College is to educate future leaders of the Armed Forces, Department of
State, and other civilian agencies for higkiel policy, command and staff responsibilities by conidigca

seniorlevel course of study in national security strategy. The curriculum emphasizes the joint and interagency

perspective. (https://nwc.ndu.edu/)
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A brigade command position?
Doné6t recall

I should know, but I donot know t he an

Actually, Il dondt think so.

obably getting close to the ti

Webre pr
ot ahingsd waptédeo asktydu albrout.

A

| 6ve ¢

By the way, he then, of course, became a congressman, later on, a long story
there too.

| wanted to ask you about your memori e
to factor so big to the timeframe, ongau get to Washington, D. C. What do
you remember about that day?

| remember coming into my office, law offi@el was in private practice at the
timed and had heard something on the radio, coming in. Then my secretary

arrived about a half hour later I  was wor ki ng. |l didnot
anything on. She came in, ADid you hea
sai d, nwel | , this plane in New Yor kéo

Sothenweturnonaradiove di dnét havedaad TV i n
we tried to find out somethilgn t he i nternet, but we wt¢

newsy on the internet at that time. You used it for emails and-retated

stuff. | think she raced home and got a portable TV and brought it back. We

turned it out and saw the aftermath, the second platistinctly [remember]
telling her, saying to her, fAOur world
be the same, 0 once we realized it was

Everything [was] going through my mind as, Where are we going?
Howbé6s i tecgoimedg? adfofwds it going to aff e
going to be altogether different. All these things are going to change, but the
immediate thing was military wise. We need to get busy.

| get a call from my wifebeashe says
pl ane headed towards Chicago. 0 At that
[ George Ryanotés] staff. She says, AWedr
the basement, Il think, of the armory,;
know when | O0lylbubgehomée Kanws?0 that ki
do we go from here?

It was high anxiety, of course, for the next two, three, four days, trying
to reach people at Washington, and Was
moving; no planes are flying; peopleéah get home. I knew f

a car and drove home from Washington D.C. or New York or things like that.
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| was going through, I think, what everybody else in the country was
going through. Whatodés this allleabout ?
How many people got killed? The shock value was tremendous.

DePue: Of course, for several years after thatou could say even to this dayhe
National Guardodéos OPTEMPO increased dr a

Lamont: Dramatically.

DePue: Same kind of role that you hadne during Desert Storm?

Lamont: Wel | | I 6m in a much more senior positi
judge advocate, so all the | awyers are

to be deployments left and right. So, yes, we got extremely busy and

eventually got to the point where, which of my lawyers are going to go?

Whether you were attached.tdMere you a brigade lawyer or nitey

needed lawyers. They were going to go. The Army made it very clear to us,

they didndét want dlmeywaatedyprincipaljlyocapthin@ ma | o
and junior majors.

DePue: Did you have a desire to possibly deploy?

Lamont: Yeah, initially, | did, but | was torn. Initially | thought it would be a good
thing. Later on that year, my son, my youngestsheg just turnedifteend
was diagnosed with cancer. So, | knew from there on, | did not want to leave.
| was torn. But | was a full colonel, also. They did not want full colonels over
there because you were going to be a brigade, running an active duty brigade
lawyer slot The active duty folks wanted those positions (both laugh) to get
their battle patch.

DePue: Their combat patch.

Lamont: Their combat patch and for their resun
over here. Send us captains and majors to do the worlkch\Wiguess,
worked out.

Yeah, | missed, frankly, not being more of a part of it. Interestingly
enough, | was on active duty in a AT status with the 173rd Airborne in
Vicenza, ltaly, right before shock and awe, right before we invétiezhn

3% The acronymOPTEMPQjoins the two words "operations" and "tempbe&partment of Defense adopted
"operations tempo" as a measure of the pace of an operation or operations in terms of equipment usage
aircraft "flying hours," ship "steaming days" or "tank [driving] miles." In the military way, the term became
jargon: OPTEMPO. (https://archive.deferggmv/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=42131)

40 Shock andawe was the primary tactic in the U.S. plans for the invasion of Irag. It envisioned simultaneous
air and ground assaults to decapitate the Iraqi forces quickly, attempting to bypass Iragi military wilitssand
in most cases. The assumption was that superior mobility and coordination of Coalition forces would allow
them to attack the heart of the Iragi command structure and destroy it in a short time and that this would
minimize civilian deaths and damatgeinfrastructure(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2003_invasion_of Ijaq
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tellyouitwas é When youdbre in an active dut.y
are going to be in the fighteé It was v
guessing, because typically youodl| hav

brown combat boots because they werelonggthem in (laughs) for duty in
the desert.

Everybody was on a twbour recall. In my JAG offices, there people
with ruck sacks and M16s, leaning against their desks because they were all
goi ng. Th éhgudrecall. Yonhad tavbe able to get ba plane

within two hours. Hmmm, theydre seri ou
We were advisedé We, there was just

assistant, female, whodd come from t he

already had orders to go active, about three weeks afteevesto get back,

after AT. But, we were advised, i f thi

probably go with them, since she was being mobilized anyway. | would be

held back to fil!]l an empty seat at the

going to beempty.

There are only one or two other JAGs that were not assigned to the
173rd that they were part of the headquarters of the cadre there, the staff. And
there was going to be a lot of work with family issues and things like that. |

justrecall cominginoneday and thereds a | ot more a
AWhat 6s going on?0 AUSAER commander , L
thefourst ar is coming in. o0 Hmm.

In my little barracks | as living in, there was a young officer in the
room next to me. TErhtiem mut agwacelonal, Iad my ac k 6 s
own little hooch! We started talking, meeting in the shower or something

|l i ke that or having a beer after weore
He was a captain. |l said, AWho are you
really. o | said, MoWhHe swaaisd ,hg ofi Wegl lo,n ttho
town. o | said, AWhat was 4what padlainnamgu
|l had enough clearance that we coul d t
job?06 He said, Al &m to go irewmerel speak
some concerns that | srael mi ght get in
into Israel, bring him in, blah, bl ah,
on that involved I sraeld@ military. o He
real l y. o

| come to find out that the reason they wergaeing this [was] they
had pushed the deadline, invasion deadline, out because Turkey, these guys
have found out wedd already sent ou
woul dndét | et t hem majorequipmdnthad®deen aulin  t

re
he

41 A hooch or hootch is hut or simple dwelling, eithenilitary or civilian.
(http://www2.iath.virginia.edu/sixties/HTML_docs/Resources/Glossary/Sixties_Term_Gloss_D_J.html)

88



Thomas Lamont VRT-A-L-2018004.05

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

ships, and the Turks said $1 billion,
happening.

So they held it off and revar gamed how the 173rd was going to be
part of the invasion. Well, what does an airborne unit do? It jumgBePue
laughs) But it held it off about five days, and in that five days, | rotated back. |

didndét, at that ti me, have any idea ho
coming. Sure enough, five days later, they jumped into Northern Iraq and for
theoilf i el ds. Had | been thereé | missed

been great. | would loved to have been there; plus | love Italy too. But |
wanted to be a part of it. At that level, you want to be engaged and be a part of
this action.

T h at 0 gou spanayour life in the military gearing up for.

Right. And | 6ve worked with all these
everything, sharing stories of what we need to do and readiness situations.

Just thinking about this, as busy as bagal staff must have been, the JAG

officers must have been preparing to go to war. Those lawyers would have

been even more i mportant once you got
Now, youbdve got to reconstruct the cou

It was more thathe five daywad | et 6 s p ud that we hadlinahe way
nineties. This is very extensive.

Letdos kind of f ast forward to 2007. Wh

My sond6s cancer had returned fagr the t
anyway. The policy at that time was thirty years in service or age sixty,

whichever came first. | had been extended; | received an extension. But six or

seven months after | reached the age sixty, my son clearly was in the final

stages of his health. Weere preparing another brigade, another huge unit or

mul tiple units, to go over, and | wasn
needed to be with the family. So, | resigned.

After how many years?

Twenty-five years and six months. | je#d, as | say, at thirtfour. | turned
thirty-five before | actually raised my hand.

Thatodos a |l ong career in the military b
I enjoyed it. It probably worked out t
twentyone ortventyf i ve or right out of | aw scho

pretty current, then, when | went in as assistant secretary of the Army. | was
pretty current, ugio-date, on how the world worked in the Army function, at
that time.
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Well, Mr. Secréary, this might be a good place for us to stop, unless you want

to take just a few minutes to talk about what you were doing on the civilian

side of things from aboutnineyyi ght t o the ti me when yc
assistant secretary.

| was primarily engaged in private practice until, | want to say 22002..
|l 6ve got you as a partner at Al thei mer

Altheimer, Al-t-h-e-i-m-e-r, Altheimer and Gray, which was a Chicago firm,
but | had to open their office downstate.

Did you have any jokes about the name Altheimers?
Yes, all the time, Alzheimers.
| 6m sorry.

My kids referred to it as Alzheimer and Gray. That was a pretty distinguished,
old, blueblood firm. It was an eighty, ninetyearold firm, until it went
bankrupt a year after | | eft (laughs).

But yes, | left them actually for a couple of reasons; primarily the
reason was when my son came down with cancer in 2001, and the emotional
demands and his health care demamei®e significant, trying to get him help.
By now wedre trying to get him treated

Hebés being treated by the Universit
to have one of theé His cancer was <con
children. Sothere arespetiadt s, cancer specialists.
pediatric cancer, but 1tds something |
specialists in that, and the number one guy, we were pretty much told, was in
the University of Chi c aogpoGebrgeRpganhad| . We
helped us out with the lllinois Medical Society, who did research for us. We
were in touch with a senior guy at Har

him the reports, because our son was deemed to be stage four the day he was
diagno®d.

We all knew what stage four pretty much meant, in terms of a long
term. So we were working hard, struggling to come to grips with this and the
ti me commitments we needed for his <car
law firm, running back andfortho Chi cago and out of t o\
that private practice puts on you, tin
sought other opportunities.

| 6ve got you at Brown, Hay and Stephen
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Where was that law firrbased?

At Springfield, at Springfield, Abe Li
1T 1linois, of which Abe Lincoln was a n
make his hours. He was always playing politics. He moved a block away.

And then wlkere?

That s when | was asked to go over to
[BHE] as an acting executive director. It was in the Blagojevich timeframe.
|l 6d |l eft the Board of Trustees, and th

Board of Hgher Education, which | did. We lost our executive director. We
heard of some of the political people that Blagojevich was considering putting
on that board, and we wanted the position filled immediately. The chairman of
the board, who also had leverageoBlagojevich, for a variety of reasons.

Did you have any direct dealings with Governor Blagojevich?

No. I had a direct dealing with one of
trustees, but onenones, no. So, | agreed to take thasition. Actually the

chair of the board was a lawyer from Chicago who first employed Blagojevich

when he got out of law school, as a favor to his faitiéaw, Dick Mel.

When this gentl eman said, fAWe want you
Rod[thegove nor ], very welll . He said, AWe g
BHE. [Will you] take it as a temporary, until we can find the right qualified

person in there and convince the gover

Youdre not talkiengyaoahdut .yalks elgf ablbet

m tal king about me. So, | agr e
03, maybe. |l candt remember.

|l 6ve got 2004 to 2005.

Maybe that was it. Yeah, tdhattééd Ib es aa bdo
do it for a year because | thought | ¢
pension time then (DePue laughs) because | had time with the state. | ended

up having to do it eighteen months because the successor that was coming in
aftermehaddd a health situation and wasnot
about eighteen months.

And then you moved to be the special counsel with the University of lllinois?
Yes, again.

Now this is a fulltime position, right?
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Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Itis,Agai n, I needed to have flexibility,

a lot more flexible at the University of Illinois than you can serving as a
private attorney. |l coul dndét do mar
do all t he Wellmaiadallast of tedislativéa veoek as part of my

k et

| awyering for the firm. I spent half n
do that if youdre in a hospital somewh

So youbdre living in Springfield dur
Yes. Yes.

And | assume once in a while youobre
Yes. | officed out at the University of lllinois Springfield.

| think thatodés a pretty good pl ace
anything specific abouhat position?

No, not really. | enjoyed it. They were very flexible with me, which |
appreciated because | was just all/l
to take a rentélease an apartment i
of Chicago campus, as my son had to go through stem cell transplant; you

candét move them for quite some ti me.

University of lllinois Chicago, | would spend time there. So, they were very,
very good to me in that regard.

Let me finish with this question; how did it end up being resolved with your
son?

My son passed in 2007, September 21, 2007.
Thatds got to be maybe the darkest

No. By that time, it was the right thing to have happéyu go from praying
that he be saved to eventwually vyou
down to below eighty pounds, and he was in a terrible situation. It was a fate
worse than death. He died at home, and we were with him the whole time. It
couldhave been worse, but it was time.

Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary.

(end of transcript #3)
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Interviewer: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other naosommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
Telephone (2¥) 7857955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inheresuah historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Monday, February 26, 2018. This isrkBePue. | am once again

with Tom Lamont.
Lamont: Just make sure webOre recording, so we
DePue: ltds recording now, and this is going

because we have gotten to the point whergeteo talk about your
experiences as assistant secretary of the Army for manpower and Reserve

affairs. Thatds quite a title.

Lamont: Yes.

DePue: Letds start off with this one, Mr. Sec
job?

Lamont: | was fortunaten always having a desire to go to Washington. The
unfortunate part of it, what drove us, was when we lost our son in 2007 after a
very |l engthy illness. He died at home

time for us to get out of this house and try tesdmething different and get

our mind off our grief. Our oldest son was in college. There was an election
coming up, and | said, ALet 6s make an
because she had had an opportunity once hefyrevife that is But it was

cutshort when our son was diagnosed with cancer.

To me, it looked like Obama was going to win and that there might be
some opportunities. | put out the word that | would like to go to Washington,
if the opportunity woul dkeaago,se. | | ook
positions, the primary one being what | thought | was most suited for, out of
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the educational side. Il didndét want to
something like that. | wanted to stay in the defense side, because | found it
more interestig and probably a little bit more exciting, frankly.

|l 6d seen there was a position calle
for Reserve affairs. | thought, with my Reserve component background, that
was probably what | waywamajebtlwanteda ed f o
position. And if | couldnét get the ri

di dnoét have to move.

DePue: | &m not sur e | understand the differen
able to do it on the committee or do itrftdere in town ar.

Lamont: No, |l 6m saying | wanted a position tha
high enough that [it] would involve significant policy making and things of
that nature, as opposed to finding a job to make money, just to maly.mon

| found out, when | did end up getting my job, | had a lot more people
making more money than me, working for me, because they were on the
General Service, the GS scale, and assistant secretaries of the Army, their
sal ari esé Al | iadefenss drasatby Corgress daughs),iare s
theyore frozen; they dondt move, nor d
and everything else that everybody else in the Department of Defense does.
You get commuter pay at the Pentagon, if you live on ther aiide of
Washington (laughs).

DePue: You mention that you put some feelers out or you made some contacts. Who
were you talking to?

Lamont: | spoke principally to Senator Durbin, knowing he, being the senior senator
from lllinois and had extensive background with Senator Obama and who had
encouraged Senator Obama to run for the presidency, | thought my best
chance was with him, and he wasiarid. He was very complimentary when |
spoke with him, and | think he was very instrumental in me getting that
appointment.

As it turned out, I did not get the position for assistant secretary of
defense for Reserve affairs, it turns out that positionalv@ady been filled.
Then it came back to me, would | be interested in the assistant secretary of the
Army for manpower and Reserve affairs. | quickly googled that to see what
that entailed and decided, yes, | woul
glad | did.

The person who ended up with the assistant secretary of defense for
Reserve affairs job, | had to work closely with him. He was a retired Marine
Reserve threstar, a lawyer out of Ohio, very distinguished gentleman. | got
to know him quite wellHe knew of my on¢ime interest, and he had agreed
to stay for two years in that position.
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

As his time was drawing short, he came to me and asked if | would

take his job? He was very compli mentar
worked with, Ithinky ou6d be far better suited an:
AThanks, but now I dondét want it. (bot
what |1 d6m doing as assistant secretary
drink out of that fire hose until youalse some real understanding of what

youdre doing. And | was comfortable in

Did this discussion, about what job you were going to be able to get, happen
between the election and the inauguration?

Actually, I think | broached the subject before the election to him, that if, in

fact, Obama was successful and if there was an opportunity and if he was
willing to put my name forward, -106d ap
up from there on about what | woube interested in. We narrowed it down.

Who actually offered you the position?

The deputy seetary of defense. |
interviewed with that person, out of
Washington. Gates, Secretary of
Defense Gatesvas a holdover, but
he was not involved in filling
leadership positions under
President Obama. President
Obamads nomi nee,
who was selected to be the deputy |
secretary of defense, DepSecDef,
was the one then principally
involved in the seleabin process,

- Tom Lamont with former Secretary of Defense,
filling what we call the PASSs, Robert Gates during the |l atterds

Presidential Appointees Subject to Pentagon. Gates served as SecDef from 2006 to

. . 2011.
Senate Confirmation.

Had you ever met President Obama before or after the election?

| had met him as a senator. | think | met him, frankly, as an lllinois senator

but | had no real background with him because | did work the legislature in

my | egal and | egislative capacity but
through the National Guard had | dealt with then U.S. Senator Obama because
we had annual gatherings, Wasltion gatherings, to meet with our lllinois
delegation. So | met with him, along with others of the Illinois National

Guard, in that regard. But [I had] no real esreones with him. | had no

personal relationship with Obama.

Did you goto Washingo D. C. before theé
May 20009.
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DePue: So youbéd already gone, before the Sena
Lamont: | went..

DePue: Youdre poi.nting at your

Lamont: This is when it becomes official, and that says on the 19th of May | became

official. But | was appointed in early May and then went before the Senate

Arm Services Committee in a confirmation hearing and then was confirmed

by the Senate around the 19th of May.
what the really called the official document. Buntil he signs the document,
youdbre not there. Once he signs the do
the Army.

| happened to be in lllinois, working at that time with the University of
lllinois. | was driving to Chicago, to the University of fibis Chicago office,

when | get a call . It said, AHey, the
have to swear you in.o | said, dawell,
somepl ace, can you call us?0 they, bei
| went straight to the
legd council 6s of
University of lllinois, where |
was sharing some office space.
This is in Chicago, on a
conference call. [I] called in, and
they swore me in over the phone
because we had Memorial Day
weekend coming up, and they
had to have somely in place
to handle any activities that
might happen. So, | swore in.
Then immediately they faxed me oL iy |
. ; . omLamont 6s o icia sweari
a document in which | appomted assistant secretary of the Army for Manpower and
someone, In my absence, to Reserve Affairs in June 2009. The ceremony was in the
handle things until | could get et o i o 2009, wiih Secretary of the Army
there.
DePue: In the meantime, were there still [Presidenbfge W.] Bush people on the
ground, doing these jobs, or had they left there?
Lamont: They were gone.
DePue: So thereds just a huge vacuum?
Lamont: Yes. Actually, Bush, for whatever reason, terminated many of his political
appointees before he |l eft. We dondt kn
talked toé My predecessor, I met with
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sought him out for his guidancadadvice. (phone rings) They were all very
upset that they were terminated.

My guess is Bush had no idea about this, but somebody thought,
Wedre going to stick it to Obama to ma
work done. They did that with U.Statneys; commission people were
dismissed oubf-hand, terminated immediately on various presidential
commi ssions, out of spite. We donodt r e
anybody, any presidential appointees left, certainly in the Department of
Defense, nbody.

DePue: Where did you end up living when you moved to D.C.?

Lamont: The whole thing in D.C. is to get as short a ,
commute as possibl e,
took an apartment within aaple of miles
of the Pentagon, in Alexandria, Virginia
and did that for about six months while
weé The housing is
started looking for a condo [condominium]
because we were just starting in the
recession of 2009. The housing market ha
dropped considerably, but the rent market
did not, because everybody was renting,
and nobody was buying. So, | elected to
buy a condo. | did, in Alexandria, Virginia,
what we call the west side of Alexandria, Tom Lamontoés of fi
not in Old Town, | was about five miles,  ©f Defense photo, circa 2009.
five or six miles, from the Pentagon.

Il niti all

DePue: Which took how long to drive?

Lamont: |l went in early; | 6m an early riser. &
and | could be there by 6:20, on a good day. | was three stop lights off of a
twelve lane highway 395, Hi ghway 395, which exi't
into the Pentagon, so | was on that. The commute on the way home was
considerably longer (both laugh). On the way in, it was busy at 6:00 in the
morning, but it was busy at fifty to sixty miles an hdoumperfto-bumper,
versus zero to five, coming home.

DePue: | 6ve heard enough about the work ethic
are there at some

Lamont: Oh, yeah.

DePue: el ong hours.
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Lamont: Thereds a | ot of 04: 3XO,myexeeutve offidan, t he A
being one of them because they all wan
battle rhythm down, so we can plan our
you going to be here, and about when are you going to leave, so we can adjust
theschedules for my immediate five or six military staff. They would never
|l et me come to the office without one

going to happen and didnodét, ever.
DePue: What was your typical day like? What happens after you get thér8G®
Lamont: |l would quickly skim the daily briefin

was a collection of news articles that was sent out to all leadership positions in
the Pentagon. They were a collection of news articles that affected theymilitar
or the Department of Defense in some way or another, so you would know

what was going on in the world or the
AHow6d you guys screw this up? What ar
whether it be from combat experienceswh et her it é6d be admi

that were discovered, or something that came up pretty immediately, was
some problems with Arlington National Cemetery, whatever the problem was
of the day.

Then | also saw casualty reports every day, by 6:30 orb&68use we
were in two fights going on at that time, with Afghanistan and Irag. Then
[there would be a] meeting with my executive officer and going through plans
for the day. Usually | would have a couple of booklets, planning documents,
prep documents amy desk.

So if I had a 9:00 meeting coming up on X, y or z, | would get the
planning document: This is what the meeting is about. These are the issues
they want to talk about. Hereds whoos
Her e6s wh o 6 sthe gieeting fgomtyaur stafé Hererare a number of
guestions. And here are the slides that are going to be shown to you. Some of
the questions you need to be thinking about and may wish to ask are: one, two
three. And hereé | f iomékeadeasioreonltheyn g t h a
may present you with two to three courses of action. Course of action number
one does this; course of action number two does this, and course of action
number three does this. It s owffr sugge
action number two, for whatever reason.

So I 6d be somewhat prepared f
woul dndét be Dblindsided; we sit t
kind of things [that] you need to make decisionstgpically not sanething
that o6s gali oalgl tget i bgek to you on this.
seriousness of the issue in question. | might have four or five of those

meetings a day.
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

My first three or four months was just learning the office. It was
constant briefingconstant briefing, constant briefing, as | say, drinking out of
the fire hose of what my duties entailed. And they were extensive. As | recall,
there are like four other assistant secretaries, but the only one that counts was
manpower and Reserve affailsis authorized by federal legislation.

Your duties are quite descriptive and finite. It uses the term supervisor.
We have supervisory authority over all Army personnel, both civilien
Reserve components, both Guard and Resardeactive duty. Anyssue that
impacts personnel, you had supervisory authority or policy making authority,
in particular. This ranged from the entire spectrum of military life for an Army
civilian or Army personnel, from recruiting to retention to transition into
veteran stus to deathas we had supervisory responsibility for casualty and
mortuary affairsAnd we oversaw all policy of Arlington National Cemetery
and anything in between, whether it was a housing issue that impacted our
soldiers and soldier families, whethewas educational issues, whether it was
the Army correctional facilities or prisons, in other words, training. You name
it; we were involved in it.

As you listed these things, | had to wonder, did you have civilian assistance,
or are these primay...

Yes.

eof ficers who were doing this?
Civilian.

And were you able to help pick that team?

Well, we had both. The first liaison, you have thd Ghe Army staff Gl,

who is the lieutenant general in chargehaiy personnef? We worked very

close together. His offices were immediately down the hall from my collection
of offices, in the Pentagon. We would meet at least two to three times a week,
in discussioné Many recommendati ons
patticularly with military personnel and policy issues.

Then, within my own staff, we had six different stovepipe areas,
whether it be Reserve affairs, operations and training, military personnel,
civilian personnel, military management and manpower orgamizatl can
explain later what all that means. | had deputy assistant secretaries of the
Army in each one. Most of those, in fact all of them, either were retired

42 The G-1 develops and implements effective policy and leads programs that build sugiisednel
readiness in thArmy's greatest assetpeople. Thes-1 takes responsibility for execution of our assigned
functions and achievement of our mission in suppotti®iSecretary of tharmy, CSA and the ASA(M&RA).
(https://www.army.mil/gl)
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military or very senior, longime experienced civilian military employees, at
a level beyondhe GS system.

Onceyougopassed&dS5, t hereds something cal
Executive Service. These are highly paid. They have to be approved and
sworn in, just as anybody else. They carry a civilian rank of a general officer.
Il f youbyoddrRE&t @ame | f -QovwduésstarmrAa SEHO
SES3, which i séWe only had fifteen of t
employees in the Army. We had fifteen or sixteen SBS

My principal deputy, beingan SES, [ had a] mawter 6s
National Guard twenty years retiree, Six years active, a brilliant, brilliant
individual who had been in the Pentagon as a civilian over fifteen years. He
saved me in many respects (both | augh)
high level position, een beyond where he was.

DePue: What was your equivalent rank?

Lamont: | was a fourstar.

DePue: And youobre | o-wtharimagghera.t your four

Lamont: So you got a flag; you had your own flag for that position. That was my flag.
When you went somewhere j ust | i ke any general off
flag on one side of you, and thereds vy

on the podium.

DePue: Did you have any voice in selecting these people who are on the civilian side?
Lamont: Absolutely. Someavere considered political positions, subject to approval by
the Department of Defense personnel, White House personnel liaison, and
some were considered purely civilian p
full-t i me ci vilian. Th e signations afthose officesf or i t

could periodically change. For instance your deputy, your principal deputy,
has always been a political position that gets approved by, as | say, the White
House defense personnel liaison.

When | first got there, the only holder in the office was the secretary
of the Army. | was the first appointee of the Obama administration in the
Department of the Ar my,; |l 6m the only g
secretary of the Army appointed. There had beenm@rsecretargf the
Army appointed. Nobody else had been appointed. The holdover, because
somebodyé When | previously said every
secretaries were not; everybody else that was political appointees were
because you had to have people that sign off on nsangs. For instance, if
you were sending troops to Iraqg, which we did on a weekly basis, somebody
had to sign the orders.
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DePue: Somebody on the civilian side?

Lamont: Yeah. Somebody who had the authority to do it in the Department of the
Army had to sigrthem. The secretary of the Army had the authority. The
orders go then to the secretary of defense, who then signs off, and the troops

go.

DePue: I want to make sure | under stand t he s
chief of staff of the Army ar.

Lamont: Absolutely not. Chief of staff of the Army will, somewhere along the line,
have approved it, because it will come out of Army leadership. The troops
being designated, the units being designated to go. Then it goes up through the
civiianchainu nt i | ités for final approval. F
stories about the Bush secretary of defense (snaps his fingers) before Gates

DePue: Donald Rumsfeld?

Lamont: Rumsfeld, who liked to question the military assignments and did so
routindy. The stories of how that impacted the uniform side at the leadership
| evel are | egion out there. Where heod
You can do that with maybe a battalion
battalion. o

Now, thesedecisons arendét made overnight.
mont hs in the making when youdre movin
[ Area of Operations]. I't may be a year
be the follow on. We had something called the patdrt, ad on the patch
chart, that would be the division or brigade patches and their timeframe for
their rotation into a combat zone. Are they in the training phase? Are they in
the ready phase? Are they in the transition and roong@hase? These are
months inthe works.

Rumsfeld had a way of, when it got to his desk, asking all kinds of
guestions and routinely rejecting the plans. [It] drove everybody crazy. We

didnét do that, | etbés put it that way.
DePue: 't sounds | i ke, whe nsdisaptionfof consinuityg ot t he
Are the military officers the ones that provide that little bit of continuity and
bridge that gap?
Lamont: Oh, yeah, theyobére there. That doesndt

ordinary course of business in rotation.

DeRue: Did you have anything in your position of helping to select the fobhow
people, when they make their rotations?
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Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

Not the folowon peopl e but GOMO, within myeée [
jurisdiction, but oversight, GOMO being General Officer Management
[Office]. | did not have background in active duty personnel.

Early on, the chief of staff of the Army at the time was General Casey,
had just rotated back from years in Irag. | get a call one day, early on in my
tenure; he wants to come down and seeim®@.ur e, come on down.
know this was a big deal, but my entire office staff about passed out (both
|l augh). They say, AHey, Caseybs coming
desk, straightening their uniform up,
you go to the chief. Thatdos the way it

He has a beautiful office, large office, conference room, beautiful
artwork, some original paintings that were the coveitsfefMagazineduring
WWII by artists, beautiful antique desk, memorabilia from wjgeneral
Douglas] MacArthur was chief of staff. The history in the Pentagon and
what 6s around t*here is unbelievabl e.

Anyway, here comes Casey in his fatigues, just he and I, no aides in
the room Nobody goes anywhere without your aides coming with you
aides came in the room. We shut the door and got to know each other. We had
anicetalk. Hesa@lwhi ch | wasndét even sure | &ev
because | was so young in thegobhad some authority, if | wished to use it,
in generals of the Armysalet i on, GOMO. He said, fAWebol
recommendations for selection by you.aod
was the final say on that. It was an automatic. Once it went through my shop,
most everything was an automatic, from a personnel sid

And they all had to be approved by Congress, right?

No, not all of them,threet ar s and above. | said, AS
invol ved. I dondt know these peopl e. I
You know more about theapabilities of the uniform personnel than | do. |

dondédt think thatdés really any of my bu
your job as you see fit in the selecti
never did get involved in that.

As far the Pentagon was concerned, webo
the..

Yes. For protocol purposes, it just depended on who was running the meeting.
If it was a meeting being run by the chief, then you set at this right hand

43 Life Magazinevas an American magazine published weekly until 1972, as an intermittent "special” until
1978, and as a monthly from 192800. During its golden age, from 193672,Life was a wideranging
weekly general interest magazine known for the quality of itgqgraphy.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_(magazine)
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

because allesating is done by protocol. If it was my meeting, he would sit at
my right hand. But, we were roughly equal.

Youdbre talking about a typical day, an
coming in, telling you whatihgymeadt i ngs vy
prepped for it. You get the distinct impression that, to a large extent, you

really dondt have control over your oW
Not very much at all, oh no. You never
be done and whigpt @ geistkg twhadnd he t i me
need to do this. Sir, we need to do th
have your day planned, and then therebo
of the Army needs to s eiewWoyuodud nyoow. db eOr
avail able foré He needs to see you; it
Nati onal Guardés got a real probl em; h

You make it happen. We had way too many meetings at 7:00 in the
morning and way too manyeetings scheduled at 6:30 at night, as far as |
was concerned.

Where did you fit in the overall Pentagon pecking order?

(@)
wm

This is interesting. Il n the Army, it
appointee in the Army. | was there five monitfefore the secretary of the

Army was nominated and confirmed and the same time for an-gadestary
because they would be one, two.

Youdre talking about date of rank that

As an assistant secretary bétArmy. So, | had priority over all of them, any

other person of that ilk, other than secretary of the Army and the-under
secretary, when they came i n. I f the s
we had a secretary of the Army, we had the holdoveetsagrof the Army.

Believing he was going to be gone much sooner, he did not wish to be

retained in his position.

He was a former congressman, great guy. | really liked him. He had
made quite a few plans, both on vacation and job hunting and personal
bushess, to be out of the office, thinking he would be replaced by the May,

June, July, after the election. But he
these pl ans. Some of the plans he coul
office.

So that | waghen the acting secretary of the Army, anytime he was
gone. And twentyeight different days (laughs), | was the acting secretary of
the Army. | barely knew where the latrines were, down the hallway.
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

| woul d i magi ne t hadoutylothe@eromyms thatard t r y i
floating your direction.

| dondédt know that | ever figured out a
dictionary of them (both laugh), oh yes. And everything is a PowerPoint
presentation, everythirfd.You never got aywhere near a meeting that you

didndét see Power Point slides. How youbo
general Army | eadership offices, they
couple of amended slides in there, you

One of the rules is, yonever do staff work in a meeting. When my
staff came in, they better have positions ready to go. If there was differences
and all of a sudden somethingds going
disagreementd here[were] maybe six or eight of us at the taldy XO or
my principal deputy would say, fAWe do

come in here and take up the assistant
position in which you wanted a determination. Everybodyoud The f i r st
couple of times | heard that, Il said,

Who was saying that?

That would either would be my executive officer, who was a full colonel,

West Point, the whole bit, or my principal deputy, if he attended that meeting
Usually it would be someone for one of
usually the assistant or the deputy assistant secretary of the Army for

whatever, whatever that position was, and whoever was bringing a position to

us, typically from the aote component, some policy change, some

recommendation, one thing or another. They would have worked it up and

would have prepped me with my prep book before we had the meeting.

Then, if there were tough decisions that had all kinds of implications
that mght make it a change in Army regulations, Army policy, then we would
getakFor m 5 [ Army staffing form], and it?o
about five different people, including Army legal counsel. In other words,
youdd already lemappoved Foaldégal putposss, thirgsof b e
that nature, or that the chief of staff had signed off on it. Everybody on the
chain had signed off on it.

If it was something coming in from the Department of Defense, for
instance, the undesecretary ofthedefn s e f or per sonnel and
That s who | mi ght technically -report
secretary of defense for personnel and readiness. All the various personnel

“Microsoft PowerPoint igpresentation software thaas crept into the daily lives of military commanders,
reachingalevel of near obsession. The tirseenton PowerPoint generated charts, gragid bullet points, has
made it a running joke in the Pentagon. Commanders say that behind all the PowerPoint jokes are serious
concerns that the program stifles discussion, critical thinkiaughtful decisiormaking and tiesup junior
officers. pttpsi/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microsoft_PowerPoint
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people from Army, Navy, Marine, Air Force funnel through the under
secetary of defense for personnel and readiness, who then reported to the
Secretary of Defense. Once a month, we all met with him, but we would get
policy recommendations coming.in

Met with...

The undersecretary of defense for personnel aeadiness. But sometimes

there were things we couldnodét | ive wit
pushing something, and he might have bought off on it or wanted our response

to it. It might be the medical community, because medical command was

undermy auspices, as well, since it involves personnel. There was always all

kinds of healthcare stuff going on. If it had to do with commissaries, PXs, all

that was somewhere under our bailiwick.

We would concur or neooncur. If you nofconcurred, there wdsell

to pay from the Department of -Defense.
concurring?0 fAHey, heredéds why: 0 boom,
recommended changes. o0 Or AWe recommend
fight when we had t o-conugbutifithad/ehatd i dn o6t
we saw as a negative I mpact on what we
conflict with one of our policies or regulations, but not necessarily in conflict

with the Navy or somebody else.

We had different uniform regs, for instance. @h¢he major issues
we got in right off the bat was requests for exemptions on the uniform policy.
Typically it was forreligious purposes. For whatever reason, the Army
always got these, primarily (laughs). They always came to us.

For example, a big is& was we had some Sikhs, Army officers who
were Sikhs, and they were health care providers. They sought an exemption to
wear turbans in the Army. The way it came to us (laughs) was principally
because they sued us because there was a long standinggadiogd order
and discipline and all that. There was uniformity in the wearing of the
uniform. So there was a discussion; it came to us in the form of a lawsuit,
being represented by the National Sikh Foundation or something.

But these are uniformmilitary personnel.

Theydédre in the Army; they are in the A
that in, for instance, in the Vietham War, there were all kinds of Sikhs in the

Army, and they wore turbans. We have pictures of a full colonel, with the

eagle rank insignia on higrban. But in the late eighties, there was a decision

made, | think by the chief of staff of the Army, that did away with all

exemptions to the uniform, all waivers of the uniform policy.

But the suit that was filed in federal court said we were fatting
follow the religious accommodations statute that was really aimed at federal
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empl oyees, that they <co
We argued that really d
reasons why we shoulte exempted.

Anyway, we thoroughly looked at it. We determined that, since this
has been done in the past and we found nothing in our records to suggest that
it caused disruption or anything again
have a particularmpblem with it, of the turban.

Then the suit changed, in that they wanted exemption to grow a beard.
We had problems with that because we d
gas mask, 0 would properl y s-depldyabever a
ina combat zone, if they couldndét wear
anybody, or very few exceptions in th
deployable asset.

e

Again, we had this investigated thoroughly. What we found out was,
hey, we havépecialForces scattered in combat zones, and they wear beards
to blend in with the occupation and th
they have, and they can wear. But it costs like $2,500, and it deteriorates
within like eighteen months. Butwe reallycoubddh useé |t was dif
us then to saydyeplusyabi¥obémmuser Well
depl oyabl e. 0o

Did you have a similar situation come up with female soldiers who wanted to
wear a burka or perhaps even have a veil?

Later on, we @l. When | left there was some of that still going on. There was

no decision. We knew we had female soldiers who put the hijab on because, in

Afghanistan, we found out that the cultural norms did not allow a male to

enter the house, an Afghan residencégssithere was a male inside. So, if it

was only females inside the house, you

any bad guys. You couldndét inspect the
So we had femaléswh o, of course, werenodt su

combat zone to begin widhtheywould approach and search the house. We

found that some of them were more comfortable wearing a hijab. This came

up, and what are we going to do about

that. o We |l eft that to t heoughbupmander s

someondormally requested an exemption for religious accommodation to

wear a hijab wherever they were, in country, in the U.S. That was still going

on when | left.

We would get these one after another (both laugh). We had a particular

unusualor t hodox rabbi who wished to wear
He wanted a waiver before he would joi
things in advance. You have no standin
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National Jewish Federation filed suitagaimss . Agai n, wedre bac
court. They have the former solicitor general of the United States representing
them. The next thing you know, we have

For us, we were always represented by the Department of Justice. The
Department of ,JwetidombsaiwantinHey get i1
what you can do here. o AWhat do you me
rule. Only a soldier can request an exemption to the uniform policy. See you
|l ater. Wedre not invol veidng nt d hdesf erad e

We did not want a federal judge making Army uniform policy

decisions. Of course, youodod sit there
they said, fAiWe dondét have these probl e
our place.® IAtOhse®rkad | i ke our service
wasnoét the Air Force; it wasnodot the Na

Mr. Secretary, welcome to the Pentagon, huh?

So we called the secretary of defense general counsel, a guy who later became
thesecretary for homeland security, but at that time he was DOD general

counsel. We call him and say, fAHey, we
What 6s the Department of Defense posit
uniforms? He saidl over a period of tim& lit er al | yv sai d, @ADo wlt
to do; just dondét get wus in trouble. o

We did not feel that
was the definitive direction %
of any type. Some months %
later, Secretary of Defense ( s
Gates put ds Oa%
memo saying,
be a decision on defense
wide uniform policy NLT
[nolat er t han]
which is like three months
away. That went to all the
key players in the ]
Department of Defense. He
was saying, bring me a "
definitive policy that will  TomLamont ourt fom e Tt vos ore Y
cover all services because |  in 2009 where President Obama was also present. Army
donot want Ar Vice Chief of Staff Peter Chiarelli stands next to Lamont.
thing and the Navy doing anahthing and the Marines doing another thing,
because the Marines objected, of course, to anything and everything, always,
always. Of course, October came and went; we never, ever got one, ever.
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What | wanted to do is just very quickly go through #enior positions that
were there when you first got there. T
about some of the changes.

You dondét have to respond to anybod
if you want to, that would be fine. Then | wantedy& into some of the
specific issues that you guys dealt with. Secretary of the Army at the
beginning was Peter Green?

Geren, Ge-r-en Peter Geren. Il think |1 0m spel
pronouncing it right.

That 6 s my was osly tleete éhroughl @eptember of that first year, it
looks like.

Correct.

And then it was John McHugh who came.

John McHugh then was the Obama nominee that was confirmed.
And you got along well with him?

| did; I liked John. He was a Republican congressman, been former head of
the House Armed Services Committee, and he worked hard. He was well
informed, then, coming in. He had never served in the military, but he
understood the policy, budgeting and the big piciti@ras of the Army, which

is what | liked about him. And he let us do our work.

Of course, the secretary of defense we
Yes.
Did you have much of a working relationship with him?

Not, directly. We did many of the Army positions that then went forward to
the secretary of defense, but typically, Secretary McHugh was the liaison to
Secretary Gates.

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Michael Mullen?
Nothing to dowith him.
Thatdés what | figured. But obviously,

We did. The chief, we had a good relationship; we worked well together. We
tried not to get in his way, and he was comfortable working with us. We
d i d n 6ys ageee, buahe was never the problem.
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The general Army staff is who would float things up through us before

theydod ever get to the chief. In other
called the G staff, the G1, personnel; G2 intelligence, G3 plans. &hies t hr e e,
five, seven is whatoés it called, plans

G8, being a fiscal officer.

They would routinely bring issues to us, or we would go to them and
say, AWe need direction heWe.diWkndatant
always agree, plus we had to deal with many issues that affected eur non
commissioned officers, our field people. That would be through the sergeant
major of the Army, who always had his own (both laugh) ideas of how the
world worked. He was alob the equivalent of the chief of staff of the Army,
as far as we were concerned, mostly as far as anybody else is concerned too.

Often times, unfairly, we got to be known as the brick in the Army,
that we would say no to a lot of the recommended chaBgeshere were
al ways some things that they didndét th
fiscal impact. They being whoever Council of Colodetolonels do all the
work in the Pentagon, by the way, on policies, Councils of Coldnélfioats
up throughthe G staff, and every G is a thrstar.

Then therebébs another person, ca
DAS. He is the direct Iliaison to t
whole chain of things to go through before any internakcgalr Army

regulation is changed or including legislative.

I | ed
he s

If we needed congressional authority or some kind of a legislative
change, there was a DOD committee, and | represented the Army to our
legislative changes. Our Army legislative liaisons woulchean and walk me
through requests. We might get a request from Germany, where some soldiers
want a change in authority to allow their children, who are coming of college
age, to be authorized a trip back to the U.S. to look at colleges, for instances.
Tha wasone. It required a congressional change, a change in the legislature.
So, wedd go through all these.

Then once a quarter, we would sign off on the ones we should go

forward on. Theredd be recommendati ons
ARecommemd adpm Somebody el se recommenoc
Guard says, ANoo on this one. Then we

was something we felt we should take to the office of the secretary of defense
to put in their legislative proposals for thear.

Therebds an annual book of things <co
Defenseds Office in which they are goi
recommend various changes. Most of the

45 The Council of Colonels is task force of senior officers created by the Joint Chiefs of Staffe&gamine
the strategies for wathttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter Mansgor
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have a great deal of impact. They mightéehnical changes. Then they
would make a decision. Is this one they want to fight for? Is this one they
want to put in the bank? When | say bank, the book of legislative proposals
that DOD is going to recommend be changed.

What vy ouov enghlupte this mbiatsiscarveryobureaucratic structure.
Oh, yes.
Does it work?

Gates used twopeoaeysign off ane@methiryg before it ever
gets to me. o

Does it work? Did it make sense?

For the most parfThere were many times when we would wonder, Why does

it take forever to get this stuff done? Why does it take 189 days to get a

civilian employee hired, which was the average when | got there? | sort of

have the policies of this. Some of that policyirected by Congress in how

you put out a request for employment and what you have to go through and
veteranots preferences and internal stu
roughly eightysome days, as the average to get a position filled in the Army
because this was justé

| was beside mysel f. | said, ANo wo
peopl e we want here. Theydre not going
they may have other opportunities, or
thevoeepl oyed, versus just trying to

A lot of that is driven by congressional requirements, not by internal
requirements. But, yes, bureaucracy is huge. It is huge. (both laugh)

And obviously, in many cases, a poaf frustration for you.

We all try to make changes, and we pick away at it. But remember, on the
Army side, the guy that may have made that recommendation and has set his

priorities, heds gone in twoofthe t hree
Army.

The chief of staff comes in, al ways
to work. o Of course, everybody drops e
side, because youb6re going to deliver
gone (both laugh . It may not be that bad, but
chief level.

Youbdbve already mentioned this. Obvi ous

was involved in two wars.
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Yes.
So, the OPTEMPO must have been crazy.

It was crazy. It was crazy. Again, when | referto the patdhar t , wedr e
always trying to get it right. You get the troop movements going.

Deployments were driving us crazy. The constant deployments and re

deployments we knew had a significant ampon our soldiers and soldier

families, the demand on our forces, particularly after Afghanistan kicked off

in a much larger way. You had significant personnel, both in Iraq and

Af ghani stan. The ongoing depl oyment sé
uponou f orces [was so great that] we di c
a sufficiently sized Army to meet those demands.

What took place internally, thené T
operational side and the generating side. The generating side beingrye Ar
folks in the schools, in boot camps, the teachers and the trainers and the
medi cal community, those kind of thing
easy to say, youobre combat opéthati onal
took place really before lag therd shifting of generating personnel into the
operating force, which left big holes on the generating side.

What do you do if you dondét have au
Congress sets the authority, the numbers on your recruiting, your recruiting
base, because then they put a number on it. They budget for 500,000, for
instance. Of course, you never know exactly how many are going to leave,
whose times are up. Some willstayandirp ; s ome wondét. Then
anticipate, through your recruitingqeess, what your fill needs will be.

Well, you never get it quite right.
thumb is 10,000 soldiers equal $1 billion in salary, equipping, housing;
theydre $1 billion. You do youwusebest,

if you go over, you got to go back and ask for money. You better be able to
prove to Congress that you did your best.

Anyway, we were running out of soldiers. On the generating side,
what do you do? You start contracting it out; you fill them withliains,
which is what we did. All of a sudden, we have many more civilians coming
in to take up positions, while our green suiters went to war. They shifted over
to the operational side and deployed.

But our deployments were going so rapidly that we,saidi Somet hi ng
got to be done. 0 These gQguys were comin
months a year, ma X . But in that year,
at home; theyoOore training to go again.
families. Wesaw people leaving the Army in mahreers because they
couldn6ét do that stress anymore with t
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So, we did a couple of things in 2009, at the recommendation of the
chief of staff of the Army. [That] was to increase our manpower, on-a one
time only basis. So we asked for 22,000 additional soldiers to be authorized
by Congress.

What timeframe are you talking about here?

Two thousand and nine. We wanted it filled by early 2010;20i0. And all

this is drafted out and PowerPoingsu can imagine. How would you do it,

and would incentives be required? I n o
naturally, would we have to offer pay incentives to encourage people to come

into the military?

As it so happened, because of the recessatrthie country was going
through, the unemployment among the civilian population went way up. At
one time, | think, national unemployment was 10, 12, 13 percent. So, we had a
| ot of people coming out of school, bo
have jobs. After six months of living
our door. So our recruiting all of a sudden turned around. We were able to fill
our 22,000 easily, within our requirements and at the highest level and the
lowest number of recruitg waivers.

Typically, recruiting waivers were based on behavior issues, meaning
was there a criminal matter involved? We certainly would never take people
who had a felony, but misdemeanors or a drug charge or something like that,
as a young teenager,setimes led us to give waivers to allow that person to
come in. By the end of 2010, we had zero behavior waivers. Check the
Marines and see what they had. They had a lot (both laugh).

Our only waivers were then health w
right, but it could be corrected. Maybe they had asthma as a child, which was
always a never waivable offense, but it became waivable. Even our number of
waivers went way down. Our number of high school graduates was by far the
highest we ever had; over 98rpent were high school graduates. Our number
of college graduates coming in was quite high. And our retention, actually
then started leveling off too.

| wanted to give something of a historical background here, and it goes right

i nt o wh a éentajkimgiabouteBadk during the Vietham War, of course,

you had draft Army, and you had people were deploying to combat as

individuals. They would be there, and by the time they got to the end of that

one year or two, theyodore counting the

Senior lbass, after Vietnam, decided that was a bad way of doing
things, for a variety of reasons. A co
Obviously, they had to now live with the volunteer Army, which is what
youdbve just been tal ki ngturewaswithunitbut t h
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rotations instead individual rotations. Along with that, to get to the number of
units they needed, theyodére now going t
National Guard Reserves than they ever did before.

Yes.

| 61 |tbackiovento you to reflect on the value of unit rotations versus
individual rotationséin the OPTEMPO fo
When | came in, although | knew a | itt

involved, in my National Gudrdays, with any discussion or thoughts on unit
versus individual. But when | got in my position, | came to understand the
history of unit assignments and the value of people training, Hvaiging
together and going to war together, versus individoatsing in without
knowing the guy on your left or the guy on the right.

Most everyone in the Armyé The Ar my
have professional soldiers now, and they strongly concurred in unit
assignments. Ther eodsurewer Aa dc ovep lheatde

The chief had a rule that no unit deploys below 90 percent fill. When | say
that, it was very common that units would only be 75, 85 percent ready to go
because, one, you had injuries; two, you had people who they were
redeploying They might be in a wounded warrior capacity but were still being
held awaiting medical authority to go back in.

This became a real problem, in that some folks were maintained in that
capacity for over a year because of a backup in our health care iEsaesit
coul dnét replace them because they wer
holding pattern in the health care side, but they weredeptoyable because
there was eventually going to be a decision whether those people were put out
as veteans or retained as soldiers, depending on what the VA [Veterans
Administration] and others decided.

You always had the kid that would break his leg, issues that would
come up that would create holes in your units. You had people whose
enl i st menttshewerdedédanndbdd st ay. The mini mu
oftenti mes we sent units overseas | ess
even full when they went over.

To try to combat this, we started filling units at a 110 to 115 percent,
so we could get themmut the door above 90, 90 or above, if you understand
what |1 édm saying. Oftenti mes we might h
had to fill.

That kind of goes back to your comment before about plussing up the overall
strength by something like Z200.
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Lamont: Yes, that happened all the time. Then we would reach out to the Guard, in
particular. The Guard went as units as well, but we would also go to the Guard
and Reserve and ask for volunteers, in particular, MOSs. We got units
deploying, they nesean eleven bravo [infantryman], or they need a
communication specialist; they need any number of things.

Oftentimes we had people in the Guard who, A, needed a job or, [B],
desired to get into the fight, and their unit was not in the ready. | talked to
more than a few soldiers in Iraq whood
kept volunteering because they never had jobs when they went home, and if
their family situation allowed them to do that, they would just sign on with
somebody else and redeploy, eptby on an annual basis.

DePue: How about the OPTEMPO? You mentioned the units, and it sounded like it
was primarily from the perspective of the active component. Was the same
kind of thing going on with the National Reserve?

Lamont: Oh yeah, absolutelgbsolutely because we had easily 80,000, 90,000, I think,
National Guard folks on active duty orders at any one time. | think we got up
as high as 80 or 100 at one time, 110. As of today, this being February of
2018, | saw on an active duty roster last kyeser thirty some thousand
Reservists are on active duty orders.
|l raq or Afghanistan, although some ar e
assignments. Most are deployed, whether they may be deployed to Italy or
GermanyJapan, Afghanistan, Kuwait, Iraq; they could be anywhere.

DePue: |l 6m trying to figure out how to ask th
personnel that you dealt with during the time you were there, were they
accepting and supportive of the Guard and Rese

Lamont: Those who had been to war with them were very much so because, by the
time our Guard soldiers went out the door, they went through a considerable
train up. In fact, this became a probl
usuallyyouhadatleas a year 6s notice that you wc

That was the one thing that we always pushed, from the Guard
perspective, that they ha¥eso their employers could havenotice that this

was going to happen, not a total disru
always the case, but most units going over, particularly the brigade size or

even company size sometimes, had a yea
Oftentimes, they would go to the Joint

getting a little in the weedspbno brigade goes over, typically, without doing
a thirty-day rotation in the JRTC, Joint Readiness Training Center.

The Guard personnel that would be going with their active duty
component would then try to train with them. It obviously just makes sense
again, to train as a unit with the peo
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al ways probl en

always do it. There are
udbd get them ready

by any means, but vyo
Did you ever encounter any anecdotes or stotied you can recall, &f
Let me finish the other part.

Go ahead.

When | saw they were most accepting, not always though; there were issues.

|l 6m saying, primarily from folks who d
Army personnelwho only knew of the Guard from their history in the

seventies and eighties, pagetnam, where they really looked on these

weekend warriotypes in very negative ways.

Much of thaté Some of that was prob
readiness standardschehanged quite a bit, and once you got in sector,
nobody knew necessarily that you were Guard or you were regular Army.
They came back far more accepting. But there were incidents that came up,
even in my position, where wgputupaund ev
sign reflecting poorly on weekend warriors or calling them names or one thing
or another.

We tried to harshly discipline (both laugh) those situations when it
happened, | etébés put it that way. So, i
than it had ever been before and for the right reasons. The @aatoktter
than it had been before, not perfect, but better.

There was probably an awful lot of people who were coming off active duty
and going into the Guard and Reserve.

Yes.We actively recruited those people, of course. We wanted their training
and experience, instead of having to grow our own. We strongly, and still
today, push hard to have irtesmponent training. We strongly

recommended, on our Future of the Army [Comiissrecommendations,

that active duty components serve some time in the reserve component and
reserve component folks serve some time in the active duty. They would go
back and forth, be it the company command level, the master sergeant level,
or any of hose.

Is there any significant difference between the challenges you would face to
recruit an active duty soldier, versus somebody from the National Guard and
Reserve?

You had to deal oftentimes with state requirements. We had to be céveful.

had our own rivalries going on too, be
The Army recruiter, the National Guard recruiter and Reserve recruliter,
theyore all after the same soldier. Th
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had a recruitingbuagt , and t heyoére all going aft
al |l had different offices, al |l t hrough
rent here, here and here, and you are all after little Bobby Snuffy in Virginia

Hi gh School . 0

So, vy o u 0 takingralmott the Airé-arce, Navy and Marine Corps
recruiters?

Right. We had inteservice rivalry between our three components, active,

Guard and Reserve, and we had budget issues too. We tried our best. | think

the active duty folks gotcertainncent i ves t hat the Natio
get for recruiting, which led to some later problems and indictments (both

laugh), because they put a policy in place; you got a bonus in the Guard if you

got so many people to enlist. There were issueswvneod t hat | wonot
but [they] involved millions of dollars and jail terms.

| wanted, just in the general sense, to talk about the quality of the soldiers you
saw being recruited, the quality of the soldiers, from your experience, that you
sawserving our country?

| saw, again, from the statistics, our data statistics on the waivers and the
education, they went way up. One, | think there was a sense of patriotism.
There was a sense that the Army was a good place to go or the miltarg. T
was a purpose to joining the Army. [Given] that, along with the recession and
the unemployment concerns, we were able to get people that we had not ever
gotten before at those kind of levels. So, we were pleased.

What was a disturbing trend, over finye years, was the physical
condition and, to some extent, some other issues that impacted our recruiting,
to the extent [that] now, today, roughly-86me percent of the typical
eligibled within our age cohorts, say at eighteen to twesmg are not
eligible to come in the service because of drug, physical conditioning, one
thing or another. Theyodore not eligible

We saw that trend moving in that direction, back in those years. A lot
of it has to do with weight and physical conditioning. But noweye and
more states are moving to open marijuana, not just medicinal marijuana, but
open marijuana. For instance, in Colorado, where we have a major
installation, Fort Carson, besides our Air Force Academy being there, every
eighteenyearold whocomesn has t o answer the quest.|
smoked dope?0 That wused to be an absol
go to Washington State, where Fort Lewis, Washington is home of almost
forty some thousand sol di er youibr@&s an
concerned. So standards are being changed somewhat to accommodate society
today.
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DePue: | would assume your office also dealt with issues like periodic drug tests that
were required in units?

Lamont: We did, but they were pretty much set in pladen | was there. Everybody
had them. In fact, my first day in the Pentagon, | was drug tested.

DePue: Was that a policy or just a random occurrence?

Lamont: No, itdéds policy. Nobody comes (both | a
dr ug t e s tsharelobddug thsssdh thenMational Guard, but oh no, you
dondt go i n, and you are accompanied (

problems with that.

| tell you also, another growing problem today is our tattoo policy. The
policy has always beennoat t oos bel ow the sl eeves.
Class B uniform, which is a shesteeved uniform, there was no exposure to
tattoos and none above the neck. Society is changing, and our demands for
sol diers are changi ng,theearerotfustloeu | dnot b
accommodations being made in that regard. The Marines already did away

with it. They dondét care. | f youdre wa
DePue: Boy, youdre taking some shots at the N
Lamont: Only being hones{DePue laughs)
DePue: | wanted to get into some specific issues | believe your office would have had

to deal with during the time you were there. | believe that the case. If not, we
can just move on quickly. June of 2009 was the timeframe &vhen

Lamont: ADob6t ask; donb6t tell .o

DePue: No, Bowe Bergdahl was captured by the Taliffan.

Lamont: Il n 60972

DePue: When he was captured.

Lamont: | was thinking it was later than that.

DePue: He was released in 2014, and thatdés wh
Lamont: Right I dondot recall the ti me. Il recall

inside the Army and in my office as well, as we were trying to get it straight,
what actually had happened. Of course, this happened with any soldier that

46 Beaudry Robert "Bowe" Bgdahl(born March 28, 1986) was a United States Army soldier who was held
captive from 2009 to 2014 by the Talibaligned Haggani network in Afghanistan and Pakistan after he
desertedHe was released on May 31, 2014, as part of a prisoner excharfige fsho were being held at the
detention center at Guantanamo B@ytps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowe_Bergdahl
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would have had an isswé capture or something in particular happening to
him.

We knew relatively soon that he had probably gone AWOL [Absent
Without Leave]. | say that because he had packed his gear and left it with a
note, as | recall. He 0 dherewdsamtenrot hi n
some other indicator saying, Alom | e
of his fellow soldiers were concerned about him anyway. | think they believed
him to be a little different. [He] had been acting somewhat odd. So we felt his
capture was probably more a result of him leaving voluntarily than being
captured in a combaelated mission.

g
av

DePue: Youdbre dealing with some very senior n
wonder what the attitude was among those, about an ineédi&echis, where
the assumption was that he had gone AWOL.

Lamont: |l think it was not a fiHeb6bs a bad guybo
after we learned more. | think, now, we thought he was perhaps a bit of
disturbed young man, who had isstiest may have been brought about as a
result of his having maybe PTSD [Pdstumatic Stress Disorder] or
something he had acquired in a combat zone.

We were more concerned about his co
that with senior folks that | dealt witanyway, maybe others, but | did not see
that. | think it somewhat changed later, when the full story came out.

DePue: November 5, 2009, Fort Hood shooting, Major Nidal Hé€an.

Lamont: Yes. This sent reverberations throughout the Army, very serious. ®bé im
the Pentagon was so shaken, seriously, it was palpable, absolutely palpable.
How could this have happened, from one of our own? The Army sees itself, as
|l dm sure most services see themselves,
was a family eventhen. How could one of our own allow this to happen? He
was a graduate of the Armyds medical s
Getting a Muslim doctor is hard in the first place, the rarities. As we got into
it, it looked like we had helped him alonghis medical career, to insure that
he was able to pursue and graduate with a medical degree. We had him repeat
some courses.

DePue: Were you actively seeking a Muslim officer for particular reasons?

Lamont: Not necessarily. | say we, the medical commamatljes diversity, just as we
do with chaplains. We want rabbis; we want Protestants; we want Baptists; we

47 Nidal Malik Hasan is a former American Army Major convicted of killing 13 people and injuring more than
30 others in the Fort Hood mass stiog on November 5, 2009. Hasan was a United States Army Medical
Corps psychiatrist who admitted to the shootings at his-¢coartial in August 2013. He was sentenced to
death. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nidal_Hasan)
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

need Muslims. We have all sizes and shapes in the Army. And sometimes,
particularly, i1 f youdre going to have
haveto deal with wounded prisoners, a Muslim might be more appropriate to
working with that individual. So, yes, we need all sizes and shapes.

This had a very traumatic effect inside the Army. Then the
commi ssion wasé A commi t tetag ofwdafenseput t o
to investigate what happened; how did it happen; what lessons could we learn
from this, and what do we have to do, particularly, on internal security. My
principal deputy was assigned, taken from me for sixty days, to run that
committee lecause he was recognized throughout the Pentagon as one of the
top people in this regard.

Six to eight months later they came back with any number of
recommendati ons. | went toé This is a
aémore than a ackmarkmwithimthé ArrmyuVghen ha wentl
to trial, he demanded to grow a beard, in keeping with his Muslim faith.

Thatos not allowed by a military sol di
accommodation. As | recall, the judge allowed it for purposes ofitighut

when he was found guilty, he was taken to Leavenworth where he was

required to conform to Army regulations. He, of course, had been wounded,

and he was somewhat incapacitated in his mobility. But he was restrained, and

he was shaved.

| happenedd go to Leavenworth later, not for purposes of seeing him,
but to see our maximum security facility. He is in solitary confinement, |
believe, for life, without parole. | think there are twehio or twentyfour in
a row right t hereetheddon theyslidethe foadehrosighot , U
|l think heds all owed out one hour a da
life.

This was a military trial, a courharshal?
Yes it was.
And the death penalty did not apply in his case?

Death penalty did apply. He was not gi
have been given the death penalty, but
soldier since the 1980s, actually before that. But we have someone who has a

death sentence,thads been i ncarcerated since th
executed. We now have any number of th
|l m thinking of, twenty some. | donodt
number who have received death sentences. In fagtyts discussed within

my office.

Since it came within my responsibility of the Army correctional center
and its policies, | said, AWhy havenot

119



Thomas Lamont VRT-A-L-2018004.05

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

have people whodbve been sentenced to d

stays and all that and, | sai d, nlf we
tried, frankly, to step back from any personal feelings | might have one way or
anot her .wel hsaavied ,a fiplofl i cy that authori z
going to be carried out, then perhaps we need to review the policy or seek to
carry out the policy.o | asked that th

something here.

There was no desire (bothulgh) from anyplace within the Army or

outside, to our <civilian bosses, that
ever happened. In the Pentagon they figure, if you ignore it long enough the
problem will go away. | tl hiwak ntoh a thog u

absolutely have something done on this.

Il n Major Hasandés case, there apparent |
various people in his chain of command, that he had been emailing Iman

Anwar Al Awlaki, that he had made some slidesl presentations he was

giving, where he was obviously pretty sympathetic with Jffad.

That 1 6d heard of, but I dm not sure we
have intercepted some of those email s,
Army was nmade aware of his private emails.

Do you remember any of the policy changes that were made to address some
of those oversights?

Not definitively. There were a lot more made on internal security and camp
and post security, on possession efons and things of that nature.

One of the things that became part of the big public discussions that went on
afterwards was the Obédmaaadmmai shatdso
came frond to call this workplace violence instead of a tesbattack. Can

you address that?

No, | dondt recall there being any gre
my office was, those who were wounded, are they entitled to the Purple

Heart? Did they obtain their injury in a combat zone or withen t

requirements for Purple Heart? You had members of Congress, | think,
introducing | egislation that would giwv
recall exactly what happened. The Army argued against that. So, | guess that

goes to your question, was tlaigerrorist event or was this something other?

48 Anwar atAwlaki was a YemenAmerican imam. U.S. government officials allege that, as well as being a
senior recruiter and motivator, he was centrally involved in planning terrorist operations for the Islamist militant
group atQaeda, but have not released evidence that could supoctetim.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anwar_ahwlaki)
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DePue: Why would the Army argue against it being called a terrorist attack?

Lamont: I dondét think they considered it a con
considered it similar to a soldier gffo s t  w blvedirs an altergation or a
bar fight or is shot for some other reasons.

DePue: Sir, we were just talking about the death penalty, and the Army would prefer
that that not be pursued, | suspect, because of the political turmoil that would
be gotten into wén you went to actually pursue that aggressively. | would
think this was the same case. There was lots of political grief that the
administration, at least, was getting over that decision.

Lamont: |l think thatodés probabl ywdrhen &tascei, r ggetsl.
involved in any of that. It would be at a much higher level than us, either
secretary otdefensegecretary of the Army or beyond them, quite frankly.

DePue: |l 6m not sure this next one fits neatly
intelligence analyst by the name of Br a
2009, i1itbdbs discovered heds disclosing
military documents to Wikileak®.

Lamont: Yes.

DePue: That one fell in your category (both laugh)?

Lamont: Only the fact that it was an Army person. But within our bailiwick, | think our

guestions were, one, how did this guy ever get through the required clearances

to have access to this information, given his education l@vEtere had to

be a psychologal profile for someone typically put in that posii@othen

t wo, the internal security ofébecause
think he took them out on CDs or how he transferred the information on his
computer. How was that allowed to get out of euse environment? None of

us could figure this out.

Again, he appeared to have shown issues of instability previously;
some people were aware of it. None of us had any idea, at the time, that he
was going through his own personal issues on his sexualityystance. We
later came to find out that his involvement with a boyfriend, that there was a
breakup, and that he was emotionally distraught. Lots of different things
came together, given his instability in other ways, mental instability. But he is
outat FortéWell, hebs not now, (|l aughs)
Leavenworth.

4 WikiLeaksis an international neprofit organization that publishes news leaks, and classified media
provided by anonymous sourcdslian Assangean Australian Internet activist, is generallydebed as its
founder and directoi(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WikiLeaks
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Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:
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He pled guilty to ten of twenttwo charges. | think that was in 2013 that he
was convicted.

Yes, and it was considered horrendous inside the Army, of the iafiom

that was lost. Now, how much of this was exaggerated by the powers that be, |
wi despread

donot

Bot h

h

know.
very serious, what we lost in terms of information.

i s

case

But

t here was

a nhe issdeao$ grantidgssecariy <learagcest

in the first place. Did your office have any oversight over that process?

No.

That 6s

Yes.

Anot her

Yes, which is bigger than any of these other issues, as far as the impact on our

strictlydin the ciwv

time and effort.

Let 6s

pi ece

star't
into the office?

wi t h

of

t

(0]

an side,

| egi s | adto noont>itne 1210.100 ,

this one,

S i

r: what

Well, | had dealt with it somewhat, as a National Guard lawyer. Although |
recal

donot
wi t h

little over a year. The wa

need

not K i
medi c al
away. o0

(0]

t

ne

of

0O go
fitin the Army.

cked

Per sonal

r

W

| € We only had one incident
our soldiers, one of our |
it worked out was, fAFor th
away. 0 He asked to go. He c
He was married and had children and was undergoing tremendous
emotional issues and problems at home. He haaical job, outside the
office, of a fairly high level. He was doing none of us any good, either himself
or the Army or the National Guard. And we sought permission to allow him to
be discharged from the Army. He was not charged with any offense. $le wa
out. | donodot actually recal
di scharge. But he needed to go
Iy, I had no otheré | didnbo
thought it was kind of dumbrankly. | guess | grew up more in age where we
more accepting of sexuality

wer e

a

bi

t

50" Don't askdon't tell' (DADT) was the official United States policy on military service by gays, bisexuals,
and lesbians, instituted by the Clinton Administration on Febr2&y1994, when Department of Defense

Directive 1304.26 issued on December 21, 1993, took effect, lasting until September 20, 2011.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don%27t_ask, don%27t)tell
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DePe:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

So, when they wanted to do away with i
concentration was, how is it going to impact the Army?

As | understand, there had been some consideration of it, but not much. Then
President Obama in his 2010 State of the Union Address just kind of through
it out there. And the military had to really hustle after that.

Secretary [of Defense] Gates t hen, sai d, fAWedre going
going to do it in the right way. o Agai
to find out what the military thought of this. There was a big difference. We

had an ofline survey, which | ran. We hired peoptedreate all these

guestions anil

For Army personnel to respond?

Army personnel, everybody, Private Snuffy on up. And he could do it such

that it was noridentifiable; it was ofline. We required the powers that be, the
commanders down thank, you get your people to respond to this thing. We
wanted | egitimate responses. 't didnot
good numbers.

Our survey showed most people could have cared less, the younger
you were. The older you were, yougrewugim er a wher e youore
accepting. So, we were worried about the older military personnel. But if
youdbre ol der, then youb6re wusually a p
follow orders (both | augh). And thateo
there being any serious incident. We were afraid that there would be incidents.

r
S

Again, there was a DOD committee put together. Again, my principal
deputy was in charge, and he and th& & the Army and two other of my
people, my deputy assistant for militgrersonnel and my sergeant major,
they went to Japan; they went to Germany; they went to Iraq. They had these
sessions with all/l kinds of people, to
here, and how wil/l it i mpacnhdhgwou? What
best to go about the changes? Were there policy changes, in addition to just
the overall policy? Did we have any other internal regulations to change,
which we did, tons.

UCMJ [Uniform Code oMilitary Justicel would even have to changeould
it not?

Yes. And how many discharges did we have in the past of people who got
dishonorable discharges, versus general discharges, on the grounds of
homosexuality? Guess who started appealing those cases, even if it was ten or
fifteen yearsdter? And guess who handled all military records, personnel
records? My office did!
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DePue:

Lamont:

What do you do? You have to examine every single one of them. Was
this the only reason that person was discharged, or was he just a bad actor, a
bad soldier, and this walse easiest way to get rid of him because he was gay?
If that was the only reason, then he was entitled to have his records changed,
particularly if it was a dishonorabl e.
discharges.

But there wer e spendiagohwhergeywuwerrej ngé D
you could have got a dishonorable. That carries with it lots of other lifelong

i mplications. So, all of a sudden, | 6v
all kinds of other issues, going back years and having to handleotham
caseby-case basis, in the thousands. It 6s

on this, in military boards and personnel office. | probably had about 150, but
they do everything in there

| might want to just walk over there and close thewind, 1 f you donot
I 61 | get it.
Okay.

(DePue closes a window)

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

That makes a difference.

Yeah. Everything from Purple Hearts to
seeking a change in their military records from WWII or anything élsd,

goes through that office. Then all of a sudden, you have to stop because
youdbve got 14,000 folks that want thei
work, just from the administrative standpoint.

It turned that the integration of the policy was imless troublesome
t han what was anticipated. Some of thi
spread it out over six, seven, eight months for this to happen. Everybody, by
then, had accommodated the change in their mind and had settled. It was

gongtohappen, no big deal. Then, of <cour
always knew this person or that person could certainly well have been gay, but
as long as he or she did their job, we

We had other implications that came up later though.firkt one
was, we had a National Guard female colonel, who was appointed a general,
who has risen in rank. General officers go to a week or two week training
area, and you bring your spouse. Youor
a spouse has to lemhow to be a spouse of a general officer as well, and
what 6s expected of you. She did (both

And these are more senior people, who are more inclined to have a different
view of things than the young kids?
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Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

It didndt come from a viewpoint; it came f
do?0 The |l egislatures never changed th
Congress adopted the definition that marriage is between a man and a woman.

And all of a sudden, we have somebody camwith a legally married spouse

from a state that all owed marriages. E
with federal law.

ALamont, what are you going to do w
Secretary, donodot screw it upefensethatever
gener al counsel, what do you want toé
to do. o0 | said, AThen wedbre not doing
somebody, wedre going to end up readin
Pennsylvania Avenumay not be real excited about this, if we bar them, even
though we may have a legitimate reason to bar them because of compliance
with federal l aw, the definition of ma
obviously have changed internal policy withmé Ar my. Theyodr e we

come. 0

They did, and there was not a single incident that came out about it. |
never received a single report about an objection to it, never received any of it.
Now, maybe it just didnoét kigveddhave me, b
heard about it. It might have made a column in the local paper, out at Fort Sill
or somewhere. Never, we never got a problem.

It seems like a lot of your challenges in your job were because of societal
norms changing in the timefrantieat you were there.

Yes, and then how was the Army to adopt or to adapt to societal norms?
Absol utely. | 6m sure youbre going to ¢

Yeah, thatodés coming. August 22, 20183,
Chelsea Manning! Then shortly thereafter, the expectation that the military
pick up the tab for hormone therapy or those kinds of things.

It didndét really come until a year or
left in late September 2018%/e 6 d got wi nd that there mi
but it didndét take place under my ti me
wedre going to put he or her in genera

General prison population.

51 Chelsea Elizabeth ManningornBradley Edward Mannings an American activist and whistleblower. She

is a former United States Army soldier who was convicted by guoartial in July 2013 of violations of the
Espionage Act andther offenses, after disclosing to WikiLeaks nearly 750,000 classified, or sifieldut

sensitive, military and diplomatic documents. A trans woman, Manning released a statement in 2013 explaining
she had a female gender identity since childhood and wanted to be known as Chelsea Manning. She also
expressed a desire to begin hormog@acement therapy.
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Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

Yes. Ther e was awasstllasesat tloetimewTiherdhsémeH
thought from personnel down there that to protect him, we should put him in
solitary for a while. We didnoét think
reqguest i1it. So, we said, ANo, heodll go

This is also a question that came up after your departure, but | wonder what
your personal feeling is about enlisting people who are transgender, who
might have the expectation that the military should pick up the tab?

Il dondt kvea problerhwith any individual who wants to serve. |

do have a problem if people expect us,
pick up any physical, medical cost to enhance or perfect their sexuality. |

dondt know that thosmettogarve,canhieand ame t hi
serve.

You have issues that require medical treatment, unrelated to something
that took place within the military? T
tattoo; go pay for a tattoo. Do you need any other cosmetic changes? You pay
for it. I would not say this is necessarily cosmetic, but in smgpects,it is,
in that it was somet hing you brought
those conditions that were already the
be in the Army ta years and all of a sudden, over time, you may have
determined that youbre transgender, t
not just a black and white issue, I d

| think this is April 10, 2011, General Martin Dempsey becomes the new
Army chief of staff, but heds not ther

One hundred and seventy days.

échairman of the Joint Chiefs of St af f
Odierno comes in.

Yes.
Any comments about eithef those gentlemen?

Marty Dempsey had been commander of TRADOC, Training and Doctrine
Command. As a result and given my position, | worked with him quite a bit in
his previous Army capacity. | really liked him; what a gentlemen. Then we
had some psonal involvement.

Some people arendét aware of this; \
cancer of the throat. In personal conversations, he knew that a member of my
family had gone through this. He approached me individually once and told
me, privately, of hisliagnosis, before it was generally known within the
Army. | worked with him, privately, on what he should anticipate.
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Fortunately, the cancer was deemed to be at a stage that it was curable
or at |l east treatable. | tdaiodi,ghféeWh atn dy
recommended he needed some support groups, where he might want to make
sure he had adequate medical treatment and second opinions and all the things
we all go through, perhaps, when we get that kind of diagnosis. We had some
private discussio and emails, going back and forth on this.

For instance, he was going to lose his ability to digest food for a while.

I dondét know if we really need this on
He was going to have to have a stomach tube to be fedoNizad had that. |
sai d, ADond6t worry about it. ltds not

put it that way.
How about General Odierno?

Let me go back to Marty. Four or five months later, three or four months later,
all of a sudén, he comes in my office in the Pentagon. He clearly has lost a

|l ot of weight. | said, AMarty, what ar
doing?0 He said, Al &dm doing pretty goo
have some ot her tihd,ngsWHha th aavzree tyo ud od i
And youdre in a Class A uniform. [ You]

House, have you?0 kkiefdsa.e we needed a

He said, AAs a matter of fact, | ha
AWel | , hasinte&iewihg regfor both chief of staff of the Army or
chairman of the Joint Chiefs. | séid knew it was reallychief of staff for the

Armyd " Marty, this is great. o Next thing
they all familiar with your medicaland allh at 2?0 He sai d, AYeat
So this thing with the cancer, that had happdrefdre he was appointed

Chief of Staff of the Army?

Yeah, he was still at TRADOC. I al ways
staff, and we were worried that it was@ar ending, or we were worrying that

it was beyond that. But he came through it in pretty good shape, lost a lot of

weight and had to do lots of things and some serious operations and jaw and

teeth and things like that. But he came in, did a heck of.d\jekt thing you

know, 170 days | ater, heds appointed c
you a story about that, but 1 tbds proba
bei nge

Thereds a teaser.

eof how he was i nbedhe metdhaitmbanalthavdibéss was t o

coin, right over here somewhere.

Very good. Now are we ready to go to General Odierno?
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DePue:

Lamont:

Yes, all right. | 6m good for probably
General O comes in. | did not know him. Well, kta t ha't back. | 6d
when he was commander of forces in |ra

there. But, otherwise, [I] did not know him.

He was very imposing figure, about siix, shaved head, big guy, and
| 6m guessing he hasl] t ol beoR2d0 kbmowoh¢p
weight, but when youbére chief of staff
smart, intelligent person. His son had served, was a West Point graduate who
had lost an arm in Iraq, through an IED [Improvised Explosive Device]
explosion. He felt it all, as many longtime Army folks do, when their sons and
daughters go off to war. He has seen the good and the bad. Good guy, I liked
working with him. In some respects, he kind of pushed back from civilians. |
think he saw us sometimesgain, as getting in his way.

Oftentimes the way it works, [between] the chiefs and the people that

they surround themselves with, 1t6s no
wants. AWell, the chief wants this. 0
wants this, but we have to lbat the second, third implications of what this

i ssue or policy the chief wants. o Weol
say ye® we hopewecansayyea nd s omet i mensuranegsay | non
no. Thatodés just the wayDeiPtuei d.augWesl)l ,i'
it doesnodét all work that way. o

With Odierno, as a opposed to Dempsey and Casey, he tended to take
less counsel from those around him, of his senior military staff. That may be
an unfair comment. Because he was such imposing anddatinyg figure,
| 6m not sure they offered him advice a
just saluted and sol diered on, #AYes, s
offering to guide him or counsel him on some implications of what he might
be askng.

[ had that conversation with him a

Had | known this, |l would never have d
staff needs to work with you on these things, before it would ever come to my
staff. We dxovanmdrk. Ifivveas Killedtup ie your office, we

woul dndét had to have dealt with it. o |
ldm in my third or fourth year in, so

four-star generals who are six, six and poureltable (DePue laughs) every
now and then.

We | | , vy o-stdr geeerabequivalant; you can pound the table on
occasion.

| didndét pound, but | wasndédt beyond ha
thought they were pretty accepting. Wad a regular schedule. Secretary of
the Army, at least once a month, had to regular scheduled breakfast of the
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assistant secretaries, | egal counsel a
wedd have an internal éno ventofu.We t her e
talked, about a lot of things.

DePue: | assume that they restaurant was in the Pentagon itself?

Lamont: Oh, yeah. No, we never went out of the Pentagon. That would take all kinds of
like deployment orders (DePue laughs) and cars and staffepdle to go out
front.

DePue: Did the Pentagon have a decent restaurant to go to?

Lamont: Pentagon has ten or twelve restaurants
dining room.

DePue: Oh.

Lamont: The secretary has a di nervicghasagemaral and t
of ficersé mess. That includes SESs [ Se
theyore general officers. They have yo
appointed, and theyo6re done very well
dining room.

DePue: That does harken back in the days it was the biggest office building in the
world, huh?

Lamont: Twenty-seven thousand people. We have our own Blockbuster$tafe.
have banks, candy stores, restaurants, at least three McDonalds, cleaners; we
havea | uggage store. l'tés |li ke a shoppir
downtothemalt>*Ther eds all kinds of stores be
hard you never go home. I f you have to
youodve go toretnd the flowwenstose arsl the jewelry store right
there.

DePue: Webére a | ot of guys, a |l ot of fol ks, t

Lamont: Oh, sure. The road, Hi ghway 395, to my

|l shoul dndtt swaays nodftt eunn u sbwal if or me t o
night event or congressional dinner or something. | would park at the

Pent agon. I never wanted to drive in L
take the metro, because they had a metro that leavegyumaed there. |

52 Blockbuster LLC, formerly Blockbuster Entertainment, Inc. is an Ameriased provider of home movie
and video game rental services through a video rental shop;tMBail, streaming, video on demand, and
cinema theatelhttps:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blockbuster_LLC

53 McDonald's Corporation is an American fast food compaity, restaurants all over the world. It was
founded in 1940 as a restauragerated by Richard and Maurice McDonald, in San Bernardino, California,
United States (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McDonald%2y s
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mi ght come back 9: 00, 10: 00 at night,
parking lot full.

We worked twentyfour hours a day because we were all around the
world. The Army literally is in 152 countries at last count. There may only be
an engineering group; there may only be some civil affairs folks, ten or fifteen

people, but wedre actively in 150 some
DePue: |l think the public doesndét even begin
Lamont: The public has no idea.
DePue: Thi s next item probably doesndt take tc

think it applied to you, in particular. May 2, 2011 was the day we heard that
Osama Bin Laden had been killed on a Paidlny comment on that, just
fromd

Lamont: No, | think there was eertain enjoyment and excitement within the building
because he gets much of the credit for our invasion of Afghanistan. (Lamont
whispers: | must have scratched my glasses, darn it.)

DePue: July 1, just a couple of months after that, we got a new segcrdtdefense,
thatds Leon Panett a.

Lamont: Leon Panetta, yes, right over there.
DePue: Therebds the picture on the wall
Lamont: Yeah. |, again, had about the same amount to do with him as | did with Gates.

| thought Gates was a very good secretary of defeinthought Panetta was a
very good secretary of defense. My one little aside for Panetta, and my one
concern about Gates, is we rarely saw him. Some of us believed, as
presidential appointees and senior people in the Army, we ought to have
occasional gdering, just to talk. It just never happened under Gates, even
though I knew there were Christmas padig¢kere was always an annual
secretaries Christmas party in the Pentagon or something liketthaty
knowledge, we were never invited.

ThenwhenPartet a came ité Let me back up.
thereds a White House personnel l i ai so
responsible for assisting you or helping you or placing political level
appointees in your office, throughout the building, in therapriate political
spots. My first two years, there were four different White House liaisons,
personal. They came and went. Theyore

54 Osama bin Mohammed bin Awad bin Laden, also rendered Usama bin Ladin, was a Saudi Arabian jihadist
who founded the pafslamic militant organization eQaeda, through which he planned and coordinatedrt
attacks around the worldhttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osama_bin_Laden)
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something else, particularly the first year. | think we had two or three the first
year.

Then,l believe it was the second year, we went for over six or seven
months; there was nobody in the position. | still had a position that | wanted, a
deputy assistant, one of my top six people. | wanted that filled. | had a person
in that spot that | wantedéh desi gnati on, and | coul dn
needed him to be able to sign as a deputy assistant on much of his work,
versus someone sitting in the capacity of that.

There were other reasons too. We have what were called Schedule Cs.
They tend to be young, recent law school grads or something or sent in. They

do | ower | evel énot political stuff or
appointees. They takeupalotofworhk €y do a | ot of wor Kk
go to some of my staff. They relieve them of lot of administrative detail and
things I|Iike, i f wedre doing statistica

Schedule Cs. We need t hdeélgusepprsonell e, but
liaison for, I think, the largest federal agency.

Bill Daley gets named chief of staff to the president, and about a

month after heds in the office, six we
made some comment to him, because he haeldsk A Howés t hings

bl ah, blah, blah? And | said, fAFine. I
people we need i n our o-6bfffthroogh White cause w
House personnel; there just inefficien
tog ve him a call. o6 And he said, #dlaoll

mind if | mention it?06 | said, AOh, no
mentioned it to Daley. He said give hi

So | called him. I called over and made an appoant. He said,

AYeah, come on over and see me. o0 So |
him. This is great (|l aughs). | thought
at | east tell the secretary of the Arn

meetwih t he presidentds chief of staff (
by-thewa vy , | 6m going over to the White Ho
keep my job for now. Dondt take my job

| did the meeting, and | explained to him the situation, aadhad a
new personnel person within a couple of weeks. They all tend to be young;
they tend to come out of somebodyds co
congressman or somebodyds pushing thes
thirties or something. So we got one, ah@ was pretty good.

Where | was going with this, when Panetta was then about come, near
Christmas ti me, I dondét know, four or
that White House personnel is going to hold a cookie bake on Friday
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DePue:

Lamont:

afternoonabod : 00, and Secretary Panettads ¢
everybody to come. 0 But ités $35.

| was not having a good week, and | was steamed. So | wrote back, |

said, AYou mean | O6ve never even met Pa
White House Christmasapr t vy . I didndédt need a job wlt
not a Schedule C thirtyearo | d . |l dondédt want to pay $
a Coke, just to meet the secretary of
good job and significant amount of diffeiee in pay to move away from my
family to come here, and | got to get
meet secretary of defense as a preside
said, ADondét think 1tbs |jumytlkkwhe@. There
have said the same thing. o

Il i mmedi ately get a bl ast, AOh, we
chief of staff of Panetta, whoodés the g
AOh, we didnét mean any of this 0 | sa
wedre comingéThis is baloney. o0 AWell,
drinks. You know we dondét have any mon

| said, Al oéll buy my own Coke, than

cookies. But there no reason the secretary of defeimsuld not be having
periodic meetings with his political appointees in the office, so he can talk to

us, so we can talk to him. Hebds never
month | ater, we start having m®eetings.
(DePue | aughs) . | said, AWell, give hi
of Oreos on my way home. O

It sounds like the message was received.

We started having these periodic meet.i

seventy of us in ther. | t hi n-ourpditieal ap@omtees in the y
entire building, subject to Senate confirmation, the undersecretaries of
defense, my il k. And they were really
in a small auditor i umouldtHakbus and edpecgue st i

our seventyhour work weeks. We traded a lot of information. It was very
informal, very informal.

He brought his dog to work every day, in fact, Commander or
whatever the dog was. Hedd gocumtyut and
guys behind him in the Pentagon yard. (laughs) | really liked Panetta. | read
both of their books. Both of their boo
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quite right that came out of my shop, [that] | suggested Panetta should change
once.

DePue: |l tds interesting you should say that
because | was about ready to go
into an issue where | was going to
quotefron Robert Gat |
it. This might be where we finish '
of f today becau
needing to move on.

August 27, 2011 is the day
that Walter Reed Medical Center
closes, but | think it was long
before that, there was a lot of

Assistant Secretary Tom Lamont is pictured with

discussion about it.Hat was Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta, who served in
BRAC [Base Realignment and that role from July 2011 to February 2013.
Commission] apparently had recommended that it be closed in 2005, closed
and moved to Bet hesda? But i n Gatesb6 b
WashingtonPot er i es t hat was written in 2007
Lamont: Yes.
DePue: éandestridbed Aésqualid Iiving conditiao

at Walter Reed. This series documented the bureaucratic labyrinth faced by

soldiers who were in recuperation. Building eighteen, where a number of
recuperating soldiers were housed, is riffhwnold, filth, leaks, soiled

carpets, rodents, cockroachesand@érl s habbiness. o It so
might have been one of the things that took some of your time?

Lamont: All of which was true. Fortunately, that took place before me, and the efforts
and policy changes to remediate that issue was pretty on line when | got in
there. We hadndét made the move yet, an

times to meet wounded warriors and meet the staff there since MEDCOM,
Medical Command, was, again, dmer personnel operation, arguably, within
my area of responsibilities.

DePue: Not your decision. But it is such a historic place; why the decision to move it
rather than rehab it?

Lamont: There was a | ot of internaweenftheghti ng,
services. The Navy had a fit because going over to Bethesda is a Naval
hospital, and all of a sudden Walter Reed is comintnen Well, the
Congress and others decided, one, we should be more joint and two, to build a
separate buildingwoulddear mor e costly. Why donét
Bethesda Naval Hospital, which made sense. But the Navy was very upset
with the Army honing in on their territory. So there was wgervice rivalries,
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left and right, even though the decision had already beste to build the
building there.

Then the Congress determined, and the Army recommended, that we
build a housing unit for families of wounded warriors to stay there. Then, [in]
some sense, when their spouses are being treated on a dadydmatiey
woudnét have to | eave, ®Buheywddldinovet t ake
them over to the housing facility.

What you are talking about, with th
existed at Walter Reed were housing units, next to the hospital. The Navy
strongly djected to there being housing units for Army or wounded warrior
personnel there. But Congress said,
decision, and they built it. But the Navy fought tooth and nail.

1]
<

The Navy immediately gets authority to create Balhess a naval
base. So it became Naval Base Bethesda. They were in charge of everything
inside the perimeter. They wanted authority to be able to say yea or nay, other
than what Congress requires themselves
isNavwwNow ités a big fight.

Then, who was going to be in charge
in charge of this unit, this unit, radiology? Typically by rank, right? In the
Army, the rank is colonel, typically, of those in charge of those various
medicaldep r t ment s . I n the Navy, I think, i
5. (DePue laughs) The Army ranked them all. Next thing you know, the
Navybdbs having a fit because the Armyos
departments. But this is just one example; it goesnahon and on.

| go over to see a doctor for a regular chapkover there, and he
knows who | am because thereds somet
shows me, he saddthis was a piece ofpagei Thi s i s what | us
today. 0 |ItewabBat hwasigoaagg out in fr
Reedo (both | augh) or something. Thi

But the Navy seemed to go out of its way, initially, to poke a finger in
the eye of the all/l ot her services, par
torudt hereds something called the Capit
purple, meaning all uniformsear i nvol ved. Then there wa
to be the threstar and the twstar? It was a big fight. Every chief of staff of
each service put forward a person they nominated to be in the senior positions.
We put forth the surgeon general and everybodydidat . The Ar my di
it.

Air Force got the first one, even though it has nothing to do, typically,

with many caswualties, or they dondt ru
facilities; the Ai rstaFwouldche Nagyandtea 6 & 6 d T h e
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be anothertwes t ar t hat 6d be Army; itbds all r
which | got in the middle of because we had all these meetings over with the
undersecretary of defense for health affairs. | represented the Army in all

those fightsBut i t 6 s

DePue: |l s there stil] a medical facility that
Lamont: Yes, at Bethesda (both [ augh). Il think
something |like that. | 6ve been there.

some time there

DePue: Oh, boy. | 6d i magine it was quite a dr

Lamont: Even from Alexandria it was. Trust me; | had to do an emergency drive there
once, in the middle of a Saturday nigh

DePue: Is that where we need tmish off for today?

Lamont: Yeah, we do, probably shoul d. l'tos 4:0

DePue: Thank you very much, sir. This has been a stimulating discussion to get some
insight into how the Pentagon wor ks an

well as we had hoped, but tiggmget done.

Lamont: | dondédt think itds as bad as some peop
everybody in thei@ when | say everybody, | mean universally shey work
hard. Therebébs no clock punching, and t

right thing.l never felt better about working with people in my life that had
the same mission in mind. Are we good?

DePue: Good way to finish. Thank you, Sir.
Lamont: All of which is true.

(end of transcript #4)
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Interview withThomas Lamont

#VRT-A-L-2018004.05
Interview#5: March 2@h, 2018
Interviewer: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other nemommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
Telephone (2%) 7857955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inheresuah historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Tuesday, March 2P018. This is MarlDePuethe oral historian
Today | 6ve got my |l ast session with To
Lamont: We could only hope (laughs).
DePue: Good afternoon, Sir. Yeah, you definitely want it to be the last session.
You have one of the | onneeiewed ti t1l es

assistansecretary for thermy for manpower andeservedffairs.

Lamont: Correct Th a thecauseafter theCongress created my position, the Army
internally created three other assistaate for installationgndenvironment,
one called wil works, which is really the Corps of Engineers, exclusively,
and one for acquisition and technology, the weapon sysfidrasewas
actually four, but only one authorized 6pngress. Mine was a little bit
different than the others.

DePue: Normally therule of thumb isthe longer the title, the less important you. are
But you had a very important position in the Department of the Army.

Lamont: | thought so, anywagboth laugh)

DePue: Why has it been such a long time since you and | last spoke?
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Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

| had a trip to Havana, Cuba for four days, which interrupted our interview
schedul es. So, bet ween your schedul e a

back together.
Why, Mr. Secretary, did you head down to Havana?

| had been to Havana, Callegallyi n 1999 f or r e a,snodn
my wife was always intrigued by some of my storkes. our fortyfifth
wedding anniversary, after Obama had opened individual tra@elta, |

S we !

promised a trip to Cub&efore we were able to get it done, President Trump
came into office and reversed some of the freedom of tréoel. we coul dnodt

go. We later determined that you went on some kind of an educational
purposed trip, toutrip, you could get into Cuba. Wetdemined that we
could do that and did it and enjoyed ourselves very much.

Speaking of your wife and spealing of

Did your wife move with you out to D.C.?

No. She initially was there almost fulme for about two to three months
while we got settled in initially was in an apartment while we looked for
more permanent housinlj wasearly 2009 we were in the recession, the
housing crisis such that the rentals did not go d@aughs)in D.C., but
housing prices seemed to drop a little bit vérg expensive to live in the
D.C. area.

We found a conduwve preferred then over apartment lividgwas in
Alexandrig Virginia, so with her helpve bought the condand she stayed
and we furnished itrad did all the things you have to do to set it Afier two
or three monthsas my schedule started putting me on thedaostte was very
much involved in a number of projects back ldeshe happens to be thieair
of the Memorial Hospital Foundation andrtgs of that natureShe does a lot
of volunteer work for St. Aloysius Catholic Grade Schasltheir librarian, as
theirvolunteer librarianpand things like thaSo,i f | wasnodt a
A Wy am | sitting here?

She returned to Springfield atiten would come out once or twice a

round

month for three or four days at a time, typically long weekends or whenever
there was a speci al event tdatleastwe t hou

once a yedy | tried to put her on one of my trifmecauseou learnvery

quickly that in the military, spouses of military leadership are important. The

old maxim is you recruit the soldier, but you retain the fam#g finding out
what 6s i mefamiliessathe salder will be retaineds crucial.
Wivesareo f t en t he way thatoés deter mi

There are specific courses, lkndwor a gener al 0s
her husband or his wife becomesagenaralh at 6 s how t o
spouses of their military members. We learn right away that health care,
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

edwcation of the kidsand family housing are the three critical components

Of tenti mes you wono0t,bubhwhenrthe wivesaget f r om t h
together or the spouses get togeteeparately from ygou start hearing the

rest of the storyabout whatdeployments are doing to the families and what

health care is not provided here in a certain locafibat was important to

me.

If ever there was an isstie &causave had a lot of family readiness
that was involved in my positioh 6 d | i k becamseshe alvays dido
separate meetings with spousasd you learned a lot more. She would have
done it morebut it was such that the Arréythe question of whether or not
she could fly on military flight. It became so difficult for spouses toAly
number & generals got in troubleecausgwhere they thought wives were
authorized to travel with therfthat] ended up not being the case. It almost
got to the point where it wWadterthe wor t h
first year or twgany trips sk went on] paid it we purchased a private ticket
for her. She did not fly on a military aircratft.

You mentioned the things that were important for retention, especially from
the family standpointAl most al | of that fit2l | under

Well, yes (both laugh)As you said, my position wassistansecretary for

manpower andeservesffairs. So any issue that dealt with people, manpgower

dand t h aitharsforrh soldiéras well as the civilian employee,

which we had owe300,000 when I first got there, civilian employées
anything that affected thewh et her i, &wbet beneifi 6,s t he
whethen t tlges educatiopany effect on their familiesomewhere it was

under (both laugh) my general responsibility.

Webre going to get to some of .those as
But since wedre in the neighborhood of

A lot. | was advised early on tha my position, | needed to see the pepple

need to be operationdl need to be in the .fhakl d. I
a staff of typically, at least three would travel with niéhey turned out to be

your schedulsy Hey b6r e al |l military

My executive officer would traveiny sergeant majarould travel
He would spiroff at any meetingve were atand he would go meet with the
enlisted personnel and the roro mmi ssi oned officers to
on. In other words, these are listening sessions. | would listen and hear from
the senior officers and commanders at an installatvbereas thetber folks
woul d hear from the enlisted and peopl
typically meet with the top one or two civilian leadevho are called SESs
[Senior Executive Services].
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

Youbve heard o,aGélh&ellstae rasstgs scal es
beyond that for civilian employegesalled theseniorexecutiveservice.
Theydre the highest pai.dheyxcarny,iaglididns i n
a military rank, aswelf or pr ot ocol pur poslBa. There
one or two SES indiduals at every Army installation. We would meet with
them too, to find oytfrom the civilian standpoint, their own perspectmat
was going on there, what was troubling, what was missing, what they needed
or not. Every now and then we heargoodghsn ( bot h | augh) . It
gripe or a complaint session.

Were you a SES?

No. Under the federal schedu)ésvas considered an executive four. | wish |

was an SEQecausehey got paid more than | di@DePue &ughs) Those

who are shject to presidential appointments ehate confirmation, our
salariesaresetbyti@ ngr ess. Wedr e ngpasingenerab s al a
services, liketheG85s of the worl d orl,anBES SESs.
2, SES3, and there are individuateps within those classificatiari¢ot with

us (both laugh)To my chagrin, | had a number of SESs that earned more than

| did, and | was not happy about some of that, given they got locality pay and

things like that. | got none of th&ut hey, | wasaware of that going into.it

So hey, you take what you get.

How candid did you find peoplnd the sergeant major tédWould the
soldiers talk candidly with him? Were you hearing what they really thought?

They would probably talk more cadtly to him than some of the senior
officers would talk to me. Oftentimes the commanding general would be
pretty open with meBut people underneath him might not be quite as free
They mighthavebeena little bit more reluctant to be as blunt as theyihig
have been elsewhere.

Oftentimes we tried to catch them in either a personal selitteg
webd al ways end up at dinners at night
installationswheret hey dondét have you,typicalygr a mme ¢
with a dinner that night. In the more casual setting® often would find the
tongues loosenedajgtnd we mi ght hear a few more
scripted while you set around the table.

Al so, | & IAhother thihg we glidowhere we learned a lot was
| and ny staff, we always worked out everyplace we went. That meant,
typically for us,5:300r 6:00 in the morninggoing to whatever the gyms
werg theworkout stations on those postshere nobody knew who you were
half the time becausd was not accompanied/lmther than my stafiVe all
look alike in our tshirts and shorfgnd the locker room théat We were able
to open a few doors sometimes in the locker rooms and may hear a little bit
more.
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

Alsoowe 6 d al ways @f#itlerewsletper of newspaper s t
Youdd be s uropthethmgs glouwduld lsearméhere [ Yo u O
AOh, we wer end@Tth earweadrse ao fp rtohbilsem wi
school on post or something likethat t hat t her e hcas n
at the post hospital in six monttand the expectant mothers need to travel
forty miles for health care. V@etkarn things like that, which sometimes your
commanders would be a little reluctanttotellyor t hat wasnét so
that was tops otheir mindin their priority of what their needs were.

d] go
th yo
ot be

Do you remember anything that really struck you or surpisedin going
outon these trips?

Not really. If anythingl was surprised at how good moral was, almost
uniformly whereve we went. We would always put our finger to the wind.
Are people happy at this podtavas by degrees sometimes, but we thought,
As a general rule of thumthe professional soldiers are pretty happy with
their lot.

| thought soldiersverealwayssupposed to gripe.

Well, they gripe about (both laugh) certain things, but on the whodg
enjoy what they were doing.

They were proud to serve?

They were very proud to servEhat came across pretty cleaffhere were

times,by the way, when we go uparticularlywhen we went over to

deployments in Irag or Afghanistane set up tables for lunchesith only

enlisted personneléldo bothbut | 6d al ways have one t
meeting by myselfwith one or two of my staff, simply all enlisted personnel.

These would be Private Snufiyh o 6 s ei ghtYoem dy daras all d
kinds of stories.

Youdd heaée dkngtoaywund ladk feom Kentuckghe
was maybe twentfive, twentysix, and she was National Guard. Sst
deployedS he d &ivee, bfeen dda paldd RalyWwWhae f or e .
deployment is thigPShe saidfi Tis is my fourth deploymetiOh, youdr e
kidding me. This is horribl@lShe saidfi M, | volunteered for evergneo
fAre you married@iY e s I 6 o Dimgou haveeckildrergfiYes, |
have childrerd she saidfibut | needed a jalso | volunteered every tinte.
Shesaidii dondét bel ong t o.ltdhm sf rSa na biee n\Ntaut ci k
|l 6m with a w@wmeid Iférvoem bGeeeorr gwi tothe a uni t
said | 0 found that reasonably common.

The other thing I foundy o u 6 | | 0 Wwas ganetimésiinaneeting
with spouses, a spouse wodlld wife typicallyd would be concerned about
the number of deployments thfeir husbaneoldier. Oftentimes these were
National Guard soldiershed d ,8%s on his thhisrd depl o
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

doesndét sound right. Theyodére not suppo
take this back. We always took ngtedherever we werendwe 6 d go back
and check out what the situationwd¢ée 6 d f i nd t hat the sol
volunteered to go and didndot tell his

wanted to stay with theunit, or they had other reasons to go, but they
coul dnot Dbriteldheitspoeses el ves t o

| had the mental image of these meetings with all the enlisted men and women
and all the officersoutside theresweating bullets, afraid of what they might
be sayingDePue laughsh that meeting

YoulearnedalotYoudéd find that t heyeaoldsht een,
once they got over their shyness amtel wasndét weadairf ngdbad ur
been wearing a uniformndit looked like | had a couple of stars on my

shoulders, they might have been a little moheatant after a while they

were very open with menuch more opeflaughs)in many respects than your
seniormilitary leadership.

What 6s the most memorable trip you too

Well, there were more than one. As | said, | had the opportuniity to Iraq a
couple of times and flying in a helicopter over the desert and visiting some of
our outposts in the middle of nowhere dloking] at some of the conditions
our people were living in. You hear some of the stofles/as] the same way

in Afghanistan seeing how these people live but yet their morale, typically,
was still quite high. You start believing in that adagat this is all about
something bigger than yourself, which is a very common phrase within the
Army.

T he Ar mysomsethiaghb@maet than yoursedind by gosh, you
start believing that. That this is true. Where do we find young men and women
volunteering to do what they do and pu
but living in a tentliving under some very severerditions.Boyj, it really
puffs your chest up a little bit. You come back with a great sense of pride in
what these folks do. Even the most cynical among us would come back the
same way. But Afghanistan was interesting. | thought that it was a miserable
place.

Second to that was in Serbia, Kosovo. | thought that was a miserable

placeThat 6s the one place that | didno6t t
they deserved. | raised questions abobedaus¢ hey é6r e i n a rel at
are®dl craemémber the name of the camp, b
something t6 s al | sur r oundawery poyprlobkang dread wi r e

Even though theredsdowe aoebdd peaog ba
forcedd we d o n 6 troodsge butsiolauthe wire.Tey 6 r e kept righ
for at least nine months to a year.
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DePue:

Lamont:

DePue:

Lamont:

Thereds mini mal r ecrbecausd memsé¢ a@amcenm i
maj or p orsapast thabl Beenpud up in the lastten yessst her e 0 s
not like movie theaters and restaurants thimps like thatnor is alcohol
allowed to be served, which we all wondéfell,it 6 s a Musdériven c o u n |
might offend somebody. Isaid,ii s i s nut, lsepingWherdioue t her e
Wedbre inside our area. The.Theylaveah ar e
club serving athetolasHront this countdy oomglainindgr e a r
about themd fiThe Germans and the Brits all have their private clobswe
canodt | e-oneyearold soladvezsnmature soldiers, have a beer on
occasion®

| hada commander come to me onaad he saidj ¥u know how
bad it is? | askdsenior leadershjmn July 4h, to allow to have two beers in a
controlled area, two beers per soldier. And | was turned domd |
thoughtHow st upi d! | ¢ dSodn dsrl got badk,n fadeel offsat and i
letter. Actually [I] called thecommander of the U.S. Armigurope thinking
he was in charge. He says N, | absolutely agree with yauHe saidfi Bt |
dondt have over si ght owhithisghe alohioanl Order
these postd.said,fi Wo doesBHe saysfiu.S. Forces, Europ&which at that
ti me was being |l ed by a naval admir al
position in U.S. Forces Europaot U.S. Army Europe

U.S. Forces Europe has theneralstanding orders for that kind of a
situation.That general ordethough had been in effect for over ten yeaand
[there]had been several different commanders in that poshiarit never
changed. Same way in Iraq and Afghanistan. | thoMyktcan do bedr than
this. This doesndét make common sense.
overtones wergf it could be in a controlled environment, | thought we could
be a little bit freer with our soldiers.

't sounds | i ke you weatpolicg?t successf ul

| wasnot. | went to thesecretary of the Army. He absolutely agreed with me.

But to getto the U.S. ForcesEurpgeo u 6 r e goi ng to have ta
Department of Defense,tike cr et ary of .Hearddéweseddhs of f i
reluctanfwe di dnoét think it would do any go

Maybe they could haveelied on the outcome of the AralNavy game that
year or something?

What happens jyoung kids find a wayplaces of obtaining alcoholThen

they getintdroubleand t hen it 6s ,aodffeentdhmmanendi ng
eighteen or nineteeyearold in theStates, trying to buy beer somewhere.

Youdl | see tyhanot!| dwiddtventyfivenyeanotd® and people

of age doing something like that imetse placesnd itcauses problems where

it need not be.
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DePue: One other question, when you went oversesggecially in Afghanistan, but |
guess the same question could be applied to didghe soldiers think we
were winning?

Lamont: | saw considable difference in what was goingoninlr&@f cour se, web
on the back end of Iraq. My first visit to Iraq was in either late 2009 or 2010,
SO0 we were not in significant combat. We were in conthatclearly, we
were doing well there.

Afghanistan,te r e 6 s j ust @&l hatehtousethedeidt f er e nt
flavor for what was going on there. | thinfikom the senior officers on down,
most soldiers knew the history of foreign occupation in Afghanistan and how
it never worked out. Everyone was well awarehaf Russians from twenty
years before and t haé Wotcouldgos relyuwpagnb al an
who, arguably were our friends and alligBom the Afghanistan government
to the provinces

| think there was much moegfeeling that what we were tiyg to
accomplishto the extent you could truly define what our end game was and
our goal and objective was, which | guess was a democratic govermaiient
to stay on its own and defend itself in Afghanistan. | think there was general
feeling that this is struggle that we may never win. In fddtept thinking,Is

this any different than Vietnam? | f we
t he peopl e an dhotsurew ¢ devesgoipggocchange thinggd m
here.

John Newman (center without hat) and Tom Lamont toNewmands right) with

detail during a visit to Kandahar, Afghanistan in April 2011. Newman served as the deputy assistant
secretary of the Army for Training and Operations.
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